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Group wants Charter 
change to junk House 


By Norman Bordadora 


TURNING THE TABLES ON 
those seeking о abolish the 
Senate through Charter 
change, a group calling self 
Tugon ng Bayan is pushing 
tor a unicameral legislature 
that would dissolve 
GROUP/AS 
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3 Army battalions 
join anti-NPA drive 


Elite Navy 
commando 
unit thrown 
into battle 


By Delfin T. Mallari Jr. 

and Marlon Ramos 

PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
and Dona Pazzibugan 


WHILE MALACANANG 
and its advisers are de- 
bating timetables, the 
military is wasting no 
time trying to get the 
job done. 


Three Army battalions from 
war-scarred Mindanao yesterday 
arrived at Camp Nakar in Lucena 
City for deployment to areas in Lu- 
тод where they will battle, not Is- 
lamic rebels, but guerrillas of the 
communist New People's Army. 

Lt. Gen. Pedro Cabuay Jr, 
Southern Luzon Command chief, 
sounded the battle trumpet when 
he welcomed the Mindanao war- 
riors to his camp. 

“Let us show how we are all ea- 
ger to crush the enemy in two 
years as ordered by President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. And we will 
do it,” Cabuay told the soldiers. 

“This insurgency war has been 
too long. So many lives have been 
lost and injured. It affects our 
economy. We have to end all this 
for the sake of the country and 
our people.” 

At Sangley Point in nearby 
Cavite, Armed Forces Chief of 
Staff Gen. Generoso Senga 
vowed to accomplish the mission 
when he attended the graduation 
ceremonies for 21 members of 
the Navy SEALS, an elite 
sea-air-land unit whose specialty 
is unconventional warfare. 

The unit, trained in planting 
explosives and staging comman- 
do raids, is also to be thrown into 
the battle with the NPA. 

“The President has given us a 
mission. We will try to accom- 
plish that during the time frame,” 
Senga told reporters. 
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Nicole’ forced out of bar, witness tol 


By Volt Contreras 
and Tarra V. Quismundo 


A FEW HOURS AFTER IT HAPPENED, 
Nicole told an investigator that Ameri- 
can servicemen had forced her out of a 
nightclub and allegedly raped her in a 
moving van, 

Ramon Paje, the 12th witness for the 
prosecution, testified that Nicole, when 
interviewed after receiving medical at- 
tention six hours after her alleged rape, 
claimed that the aceused US Marines 
took her out of a popular nightspot 
"against her will" before carrying out the 
crime in a Starex van. 

Paje said the 22-year-old Filipino com- 
plainant in the Subic rape case remem- 
bered being “Kissed and her private parts 
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PNP deals 
defended 


By Luige A. del Puerto 
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Bulusan evacuation 
starts; permanent 
danger zone widened 
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FEARLESS VIEWS 
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THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL 
Police top brass yesterday defend- 
ей the decision to dispense with a 
public bidding in the acquisition 
of some P322 million worth of pa- 
trol cars, handguns and motorcy- 
les, saying it was advantageous 
to the government. 

‘The police even saved roughly 
P56 million from these purchas- 
es, top PNP officials said. 

‘Also coming to the PNP's de- 
fense, Interior Secretary Ronaldo 
Puno said that among the reasons 
officials opted for a "negotiated 
procurement" or "direct contract- É 
ing" was standardization. 

Puno said a public bidding 
might not help in the standard- 
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touched (hinipuan)," her pants and under- 
wear being “pulled down,” before being 
"sexually abused (pinagsamantalahan)." 

That Nicole herself claimed that she 
was forcibly brought out of Neptune Bar 
inside the Subic Freeport was one ver- 
sion of the incident never before present- 
ed in the trial at the Makati Regional Tri- 
al Court's Branch 139. 

A previous witness, Neptune security 
guard Gerald Muyot, recalled seeing an 
apparently “unconscious” Nicole being 
carried piggyback by accused Lance Cpl. 
Daniel Smith from the bar entrance to 
the van. Muyot then said he also heard 
Smith telling him, "She's with me. We're 
gonna go now" 

Paje, a member of the Subic Bay 

"NICOLE AG 


sections / Vol.21 / No.192 P18 


it four 


BATTLE READY. A member of the Philippine Navy SEALS fires an M-60 machinegun during a counterinsurgency training exercise held at 
- Sangley Point in Cavite City. 
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Launching of private 
impeachment bid reset 


By T] Burgonio and Philip C. Tubeza 


OPPOSITION SENATORS SEE BRIGHTER 
prospects with the new impeachment complaint. 
against President Macapagal-Arroyo belng pre- 

Ў pared by apolitical but credible civic and religious 
leaders. 

However, this early a snafu has begun to emerge 
in the civilian effort to unseat Ms Arroyo. 
LAUNCHING Ad 


Left groups 
in orders 
of battle, 
say papers 


By Norman Bordadora 


INTELLIGENCE UNITS OF THE 
‘Armed Forces have been monitor- 
ing and even preparing orders of 
battle on sectoral groups alleged 
to be fronts of the communist un- 
derground, according to docu- 
ments submitted by a militant 
group to the Commission on Hu- 
man Rights. 

The documents, which the 
Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipi- 
nas claimed came from a source 
inside Camp Aguinaldo, general- 
ly showed a shift in intelligence 
gathering techniques anchored 
On "knowing the enemy.” 

‘The KMP's disclosure of the doc- 
uments followed President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo's call on the military 
and the national police to defeat 
the insurgency at least within her 
term, which ends in 2010. 

The disclosure also came in the 
wake of an upsurge in the killing of 
leftwing militants by unidentified 
men whom leftwing groups said be- 
longed to paramilitary groups. 

One document was a letter sup- 
posedly signed by then AFP Deputy 
Chief of Staff for Intelligence Tirso. 
Danga ordering the institution of 
“target research” on “sectoral 
groups and the roles they play in 
“actively advancing the revolution- 
ary struggle of the Left.” 

The groups included thóse in 
the ranks of labor and the peas- 
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WORLD REFUGEE DAY 
An era of declining 
support for uprooted 


By Fernando del Mundo 


WHEN BENIGNO AQUINO RE- 
nounced in 1980 an agreement 
with the dictator Ferdinand Mar- 
сов, declaring that “a pact with 
the devil is no pact at all,” he be- 
came a refugee 
in the United 


States. 


The foremost political prisoner 
ofthe martial law regime, Aquino 
had been allowed to undergo 
heart surgery in Boston. He had 
promised to return soon after 
that, but decided to remain there. 

Three years later, Aquino was 


and the recovery of democracy 
that had been lost upon the decla- 
ration of martial law in 1972. 
Few in the Philippines were 
aware of Aquino's status as а 
refugee, alongside that of his wife 
Corazon, who was later installed as 
President follow- 
SPECIAL REPORT is the depar- 
ture of the dicta- 
tor. There's little awareness of asy- 
lum instruments in the country. 
The list of refugees—defined 
in the 1951 Geneva convention as 
people who had crossed interna- 
tional boundaries to flee a “well- 
founded fear of persecution"—is 


assassinated on his return to long. 


Manila to mobilize the fractured 
political opposition. His killing 
galvanized a protest movement 
that led to the ouster of Marcos 
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AWITNESS testifies 
during the hearing of. 
the Subic rape case 


this artist's sketch of 
yesterday's 
‘courtroom scene. 


They include Jesus, whose fam- 
ily escaped the wrath of King 
Herod in Israel, and the prophet 
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WEATHER FORECAST 


„FORECAST: Norte and Southern Luzon, the whol o Visayas and 

Mindanao wil experience тозу cloudy sts wh catered rai- 
rec Элте and thunderstorms соти frequent rans verte Bical 
Sz open. Tha rost o! Luzon wil have алу out to cloudy Ses with 
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SSMALACANANG YESTERDAY LINKED THE GROUP OF 


:ex-Sen. and ex-coup plotter Gregorio 


"Gringo" 


‘gHonasan to the spate of bombings that have rocked 


:Metro Manila recently. 


1n a press briefing at the Presiden- 
l tial Security Group office in Mala- 
Sor ztahang, Interior Secretary Ronaldo 
7: Puno said the police were looking in- 
Ёо the possible involvement of 
772 Honasan and his aides in the bomb- 
rings 
SEA Puno said that while police investi- 
sT gations of the bombings had yet to be 
uU Zeompleted, all evidence collected 
pointed to the group of Honasan. 
е. "They (the bombers) have claimed 
«Ёре the group of Tabak’ but this 
Ж: -group has the same footprints as pre- 
‘vious groups identified with this 
same group of people (Honasan and 
‘= his aides). So the investigation is pro- 
‘ceeding in this direction," Puno said. 
3 Puno made the disclosure after 
** "president Macapagal-Arroyo let the 
Feat out of the bag as she commented 
оп the arrest on Saturday of two aides 
tof Honasan, retired Colonels Virgilio 
‘Briones and Romeo Lazo. 
2} “isn’t (their arrest) related to the 
z Sbombings?” the President asked Puno 
Sz äuring the briefing. 
}22{ Three explosions that caused noin- 
[иез rocked the metro since early 


June. The first blast occurred June 6 
at the Grepalife building in Makati 
Ciry, another at Philcoa in Quezon 
City on June 11 and the third at Camp 
Bagong Diwa in Taguig City on June 
13. 

Police have ruled them out as ter- 
rorist bombings—which they said 
usually targeted crowded places and 
used powerful explosives to inflict 
maximum damage—and surmised 
they were meant to “discredit and 
embarrass” the police and the Arroyo 
administration. 

Puno told the President that the 
police had stepped up the hunt for 
Honasan and three of his aides still at 
large—retired Col. Felix Turingan, 
George Duldulao and Lina Reyes. 

Honasan and his aides are facing 
rebellion charges for their alleged 
participation in the failed Oakwood 
mutiny of July 2003. 

“With the arrest of the two retired 
colonels last week, we are hopeful 
that our operations will have positive 
results,” Puno said 

"We would like to reduce the cli- 
mate of adversity hanging between 
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the uniformed services and these ele- 
ments. We have assured the public 
that the police are in full control of 
the situation, that they (Honasan and 
his aides) cannot hide forever,” Puno 
said. 

Puno also renewed his appeal to 
Honasan and his aides to “surren- 
der peacefully because we believe 
that going through the judicial pro- 
cess is the best way to resolve their 
differences with the government in 
terms of how to address public 
problems.” 

Puno amplified on his theme at 
Camp Crame shortly after presenting 
to the media the two alleged coup 
plotters Briones and Lazo who were 
arrested over the weekend. 

He described the bombings in 
Metro Manila as “mere irritants” in a 
normal society. 

“From the national security per- 
spective, there is no more danger of 
any overthrow or coup or anything of 
that sort,” Puno declared. “If you are 
talking about threats, there is none 
anymore.” 

He said efforts to undermine the 
administration would continue but 
maintained that no group at this time 
had the capability to “mount a serious 
threat" to the government. 

"Itis only a matter of time (before) 
we will be able to bring in everyone 
that has (an) outstanding warrant, 
Puno said, referring to Honasan and 
his aides. 


Journalists, village chief killed 


‘SS{COTABATO CITY—GUNMEN SHOT 
[z dead a husband and wife who were 
zfzvinvoied in left-wing politics and 
journalism on Monday in the latest 
{бакас on activists in the southern 
S Philippines, a police official said. 
CS, Hooded men оп motorcycles 
= gunned down George Vigo, 40, and 
752 his wife Масе), 39; аз they returned 
1 home in Kidapawan City, according to 
j= police chief Supt. Danny Reyes. 
“Sef Тһе gunmen then stopped and shot 
^ he fallen couple in the head to make 
sure they were dead before fleeing, 
said Reyes. 
=. George Vigo was a freelance jour- 


айв: while his wife was an aide to 


r3 


m 
anang 
e 


pnamannnntna: 
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Rep. Lala Talino Santos and was a 
host of a weekly radio show. 

Both had been affiliated with leftist 
groups in the past and George Vigo 
was a member of an international 
nongovernmental ^ organization 
called Community and Family Ser- 
vices Inc. which helps children dis- 
placed by armed conflicts. 

‘There were no immediate suspects 
and it was unclear what had triggered 
the hit. Reyes said no reports of any 
threats had been made against the 
couple 

In Luzon, as if to belie the govern- 
ments all-out war against the co 
munists, suspected New People’s 


Auctio 


KS HEAVY EQUIPMENT • MISC, ITEMS 


Army guerrillas shot and killed on 
Sunday a village chief who was de- 
scribed as very active in the peace 
campaign of the government. 

‘The attackers on a motorcycle fired 
four successive shots at Eugene Estes, 
59, in front of his wife in Barangay 
San Isidro in Lupao, Nueva Ecija. 
Estes died while undergoing treat- 
ment ata local hospital. 

Supt. Peter Guibong, chief of the 
308th police mobile group, said Estes 
was looking after his granddaughter in 
front of his house when three men ar- 
tacked him. Anselmo Roque, PDI Cen- 
tral Luzon Desk, with Desiree Caluza, 
PDINorthern Luzon Bureau; AFP 
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RETIRED Colonels Virgilio Briones and Romeo Lazo await their presentation to the media 
yesterday at Camp Crame after they were arrested last Saturday on charges of rebellion in 
connection with the 2003 Oakwood mutiny. They will also be investigated for possible links to 


erstwhile senator and suspected coup plotter Gregorio 


ingo” Honasan. JorvsONDOC- 


GMA releases P1B, 
this time vs graft 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


AFTER COMMUNIST INSURGENTS, PRESI- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo is shelling out anoth 
er P1 billion to fight corrupt government offi- 
cials and cleanse the graft-ridden bureaucra- 
cyin two years. 

“I (have instructed the allocation) of a 
counterpart РІ billion for an all-out war 
against graft and corruption with the Presi- 
dential Anti-Graft Commission at the helm of 
executive efforts [in cooperation) with the 
constitutionally independent Ombudsman,” 
said the President in a speech during a com: 
mand conference on the Millennium Chal- 
lenge Account in Malacafiang. 

The President said the allocation was the 
local counterpart to the $20.685-million 
grant that Washington gave the country re- 
cently under the Millennium Challenge Ac. 
count, an initiative of President George W. 
Bush to reward developing countries for their. 
good governance and to encourage them to 
do better. 

The now roughly P2 billion anticorruption 
war chest, however, is just a sliver of the over 
P100 billion that is estimated the government 
loses every year due to corruption, according 
tothe United Nations. 

"Growing the economy, fighting terror, get- 
ting rid of graft and corruption—all these 
goals will travel on parallel and related paths 
аз we consolidate the nation," said the Presi- 
dent just a few days after announcing her al- 
location of P1 billion for an all-out war to 
crush the communist insurgency. 


The President said the anticorruption fund 
would be used to step up the drive against tax 
cheats and smugglers of the Bureau of Inter- 
nal Revenue and Bureau of Customs; launch 
high-impact anti-illegal drug operations by 
the Philippine National Police and the Philip- 
pine Drug Enforcement Agency, and bankroll 
а value reorientation and moral recovery pro- 
gram through the Presidential Council on Val- 
ues Formation in tandem with the religious 
sector, Department of Education, Commission 
for Higher Education and allied nongovern- 
mental organizations. 

‘The President said the fund would boost 
the Ombudsman's budget to hire more inves- 
tigators and prosecutors. 

“Part of the US funding will be used to at- 
tract more local investigators by providing 
them with just compensation under an em- 
ployment contract with well-defined perfor- 
mance indicators,” the President said. 

Budget Secretary Rolando Andaya said the 
PDEA was included in the anticorruption 
drive "in the belief that the drug trade flour- 
ishes because of grease money for protec- 
tion." 

"The President said another key objective of 
the anticorruption drive was to boost the col- 
lection of two of the most graft ridden agen- 
cies in the country—the BIR and BOC. 

“The project will develop an effective 
mechanism for gathering and validating tax 
collection data and invest in information 
technology, surveillance tools and a customs 
tracking systems so investigations are more 
thorough,” said the President. 


Chinese fishing boat 
yields 100 dead turtles 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE PHILIPPINE COAST GUARD FOUND 
100 dead sea turtles in a Chinese fishing ves- 
sel stopped by operatives off Palawan on Sat- 
urday for allegedly poaching in Philippine 
waters 

The PCG arrested the ship's eight crew 
members, whose names were not made avail- 
able to the press. 

The country's fisheries code specifies that 
sea turtles, which are considered endangered 
species, should not be caught or traded. 

‘The Philippines is also a signatory to the 
Convention on International Trade in Endan- 
gered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES), an international agreement be- 
tween governments which prohibits he inter- 
national trade in sea turtles. 

According to the PCG report, the wooden- 
hulled Chinese vessel was caught 33 nautical 
miles southeast of Mangsee Island in Palawan 
on Saturday afternoon. It was sported by a 
PCG-manned monitoring control and surveil- 
lance vessel of the Bureau of Fisheries and 
‘Aquatic Resources which routinely checks for 


illegal fishing and poaching. 

Authorities sounded the alarm and fired 
warning shots at the Chinese vessel which, in- 
stead pf stopping, tried to escape and sail to- 
ward: Malaysia. After a brief chase, Coast 
Guard operatives, led by Capt. George 
Ursabia caught up with the vessel, the PCG re- 
port said, 

Aside from 100 dead sea turtles, the PCG 
also found two live sharks on the ship. 

PCG spokesperson Lt. Commander Joseph 
Coyme said that based on initial investiga- 
tion, the fishing vessel had come from 
Hainan, China, as shown by documents found 
on board. 

Coyme also said the fishing vessel, its crew 
and the confiscated dead sea turtles were ex- 
pected to be brought to Puerto Princesa, 
Palawan, where they would be investigated 
for violating the country's fisheries laws, 

According to the PCG, there are two known 
marine turtle sanctuaries off Baguan afd San 
Miguel Islands in Tawi-Tawi, However, the 
turtles in the areas are believed to be threat- 
ened by poachers who sail near the Philip- 
pine-Malaysia border, 
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Gov't opento talks pmpn 
with Luisita owners DIGITAL 
on land distribution 


By Blanche S. Rivera royo] is talking with them. We 
dont want to be accused of 

THEGOVERNMENTISOPEN TO putting political color to this,” 
exploratory talks with Hacienda said Ren. 
Luisita Tne. (НЫ), which man- Тһе influential Aquino with- Wh t 
Lud e D: Mh etes. io ber eppor Eis Piden atever 
whose distribution to its tenants Arroyo in July last year and called 
was halted by a temporary re- оп her to step down amid allega- 
Mure nee Sate Е the challenge, 
Supreme Court last week. elections. 

An official of the Department Three months later, the DAR N 
of Agrarian Reform said the gov- recommended the revocation of 
‘ernment would welcome any op- the stock distribution option the EOS 30D 
tions to be presented by the ets Luisita, acting on a com- 
landowner as long as this was in plaint filed by Luisita farm work- H 
алое жүй Compreher ersin 2003. The DAR maintained delivers on demand. 
sive Agrarian Reform Law. that its decision had nothing to 

«Jf they negotiate with us aœ do with the political situation in 
cording to the agrarian reform the country. 
law, we're willing to do ех Тһе government had planned 
ploratory talks on the possibility to distribute the certificates of 
of them giving up the land, but land ownership award covering 
not sparing it (from CARP cover- the first 1,000 hectares of Luisita 
age), said Agrarian Reform Un- to its farm workers this month in 
dersecretary Narciso Nieto yes- celebration of the 18th CARP an- 
terday. niversary, but the Supreme Court 

Nieto, however, said the DAR issued а temporary restraining 
would not initiate any backdoor order on the SDO cancellation 
negotiations with HLI or any and land distribution. 
members of the Cojuangco fami- Nieto said it was unlikely there 
ly owners of Hacienda Luisita, would be a distribution of CLOAs 
because this might put political this month because of the TRO. 
color in the effort, former Presi- “They did not wit just a 
dent Cory Aquino being a mem- TRO. Anyway we are done with 
ber of the family. the documentation. The claims 

"We don't want it to look like folder has been submitted to 
the President [Macapagal-Ar- Land Bank,” he said. 


Workers set to take new 
labor chief’s measure 


АВТОВО BRION HAS YET TO President Macapagal-Arroyo on 
take his seat as the new labor sec- Saturday named Brion the new sec- 
retary and already the militant la- _retary of labor, replacing Patricia Sto. 
bor group Kilusang Mayo Uno is Тота who is leaving for the Devel- 
telling him howto do his work. ортеп Bank of the Philippines. 
KMU spokesperson Presto Suy- Brion, who used to be a labor 
at said Brion should know his pri- undersecretary, will formally take 
orities and, as incoming labor over the post on July 3 
secretary, itis his job co introduce According to Suyat, the KMU 
himself to the workers and make wants to hear from Brion what his „жї, РИ 
his plans for the department plans for the workers will be and Ж Y 
known to them. his position on the P125 across- А 
“Brion’s first order of the day is the-board wage hike bill A = ша 
to meet with workers and labor _Healso said the group wanted to 
leaders and to know the sectors inform Brion of the leftist group's 
situation, grievances and de- agenda and its stand on issues. 
mands to the department.” "We wil present to him the agenda 
Suyat said that Brion should ап demands of the labor sector, in- 
meet with laborers before he cluding our urgent demand for eco- 
touches base with employers and nomie relief, among other issues, and 
business groups. "After all, he will the massive violation of labor stan- 
be heading the Department ofLa- dards, labor ‘contractualization’ occu- - 
bor and Employment for the next pational health and safety issues, re- Conon Marketing (Philippines), Inc. 2F Marvin Plaza, 2153 Don Chino Roces Avenue oor: V.A. Ruino St, Makati Ciy 
four years, and the Dole is sup- pression of rade unions, criminaliza ‘Yoh: 884-9000 - Fa 010-0707 - nloÉbcanon.com ph - ww.canon.com ph 
posed to protect the interests and tion of labor disputes and the kiling o 
advance the conditions of the Fil- labor leaders and unionis," he said 
ipino work force.” Leila B. Salaverria 


2nd US 


hospital 
“= Looks 


States Navy ship in a 
month headed to the 
southern Philippines 


e LJ 
loaded with humani- 
tarian supplies and 
school books on а mis- 
sion to improve the 
image of America and e 


neutralize the support 
for Muslim militants, 


зан | Of course it does. 


vessel Joint Venture, 
a leased commercial 
pd ы pora It's the same protruding belly you try to suck in when you squeeze into 
in Manila on Mont : 
а those low-rise jeans. The same bulge that mocks you everyday in the mirror 


by iod prier parts when you're changing. It's the fat, bloated tummy that makes you want 
en p hen to turn off the lights whenever your man's with you. It's big and ugly and 
cal supplies and just won't flatten out no matter what kind of diet and crunches you do. 
school books, the US 
Embassy said in a 
statement. End your misery over your fat belly. Get up and do something 
The Hawairbased Call our slimming professionals NOW. 
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‘Nicole’ forced out ... 


From page Al 
Metropolitan Authority's Intelli- 
gence and Investigation Office, 
said. SBMA patrollers brought 
Nicole to the ПО at around 12:35 
a.m, of Nov. 2, but that he only 
managed to get her formal state- 
ment at around 6 a. 

‘Testifying in Filipino, Paje said 
he first tried to talk to her, albeit 
‘unsuccessfully, when she arrived 
at the IIO looking “weary and 
reeking of liquor (lupaypay at 
amoy alak)." 

Minutes after attending to oth- 
er matters, Paje approached 
Nicole a second time, but she stil 
would not speak. He then asked 
two patrollers to take her to the 
SBMAS health and welfare office 
for initial treatment and then to 
the James Gordon Hospital in 
Olongapo City for a medico-legal 
examination. 

Paje said he later learned from 
‘one of Nicole's escorts that, be- 
fore proceeding to the hospital, 
she asked that they pass by Nep- 
tune "to look for the Americans 
who took her out.” 


“It hurts’ 

He finally got some words out 
of Nicole when she returned бот 
the hospital. 

“| ,asked what happened to 
her” the witness said. "The an- 
swep.was that she was brought 
ощ [of the bar] against her will 
and she was loaded into the van, 
and then she was kissed, her pri- 
vate parts touched, her undergar- 
ments pulled down, and then she. 
was sexually abused." 

Her body and genitals also 
ached, Paje recalled Nicole as say- 
ing. 

“That's all that I managed to 
ask her because she said she was 
uncomfortable with a male inves- 
tigator and she preferred one 
who was female," Paje said dur- 
ing his direct examination con- 
ducted by Prosecutor Hazel 
Valdez. 

‘The prosecution panel is ex- 
pected to present two new 
American witnesses to- 
day-Bruce Warshawsky, the 
fifth agent of the US Naval 
Criminal Investigative Service 
torbę called to the stand, and 
US ‘serviceman Christopher 
Mills. 

But was Nicole “hardly intoxi- 
cated” or “lasing na lasing (heavi- 
угап?" 

dawyers of the four US Marines 
used the two conflicting descrip- 
tigns:found in an initial report of 
Subic investigators to attack the 
prosecution's claim that the com- 


plainant was too drunk to have 
‘consented to sex. 

Paje had used the phrase 
"hardly intoxicated” to describe 
the complainant in his spot re- 
port, an incident brief made 
about the alleged rape. 

During the cross-examination 
of IIO chief Paquito Torres, Paje's 
superior, defense lawyers tackled 
the mistranslation left uncorrect- 
edin his investigator's report. 

‘Torres had explained that 
when Paje wrote “hardly intoxi- 
cated” in his spot report, Раде ac- 
tually meant lasing na lasing, ob- 
viously the complete opposite of 
what he intended to say. 

“Didn't you correct ‘hardly in- 
toxicated’ in [Paje's] report? You 
noted the same report,” asked 
Francisco Rodrigo, counsel for ac- 
cused S/Sgt. Chad Carpentier. 

*Tactually reprimanded him ... 
[But] I cannot dictate on him be- 
cause he was the officer on [the] 
case,” answered Torres. 


Drunk or very drunk? 

‘The reason behind the missed 
correction finally surfaced when 
Jose Justiniano, lawyer for ac- 
‘cused Lance Cpl. Keith Silkwood, 
asked how Torres understood the 
phrase “hardly intoxicated.” 

"Lasing na lasing po (heavily 
drunk)" said the investigator, 
who had been on the job for 14 
years. 

Torres had the same reply to 
reporters when asked what the 
English phrase meant in Filipino: 
“Yun nga, lasing na lasing (Thats 
it, heavily drunk).” 

He added: “I cannot change 
that. That was what the investiga- 
tor told me ... the way he inter- 
preted it." 

Justiniano, however, doubted 
Torres testimony, saying Paje used 
the term “hardly intoxicated” at 
least three times and, thus, must 
have meant it in every sense. 

"Why wasnt it corrected? What 
ме see there is "hardly drunk" in 
its literal meaning—which is that 
she [complainant] was just 
“nakainom lang (just had а ше 
drink)” in Filipino, [and] not real- 
y heavily drunk,” said Justiniano. 

For the defense panel, the mis- 
translation could make their de- 
fense for Carpentier, Silkwood, 
and his fellow Lance Corporals 
Dominic Duplantis and Smith. 

The complainant had alleged 
that Smith raped her while she 
was dead drunk in the back of the 
Starex van, as his comrades 
cheered him on. 

According to witnesses, Nicole 
was later dumped at a parking lot 
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AMERICAN Marines Dominic Duplantis, Daniel Smith, Keith 
Silkwood and Chad Carpentier, who have been accused of rape Буа 
22-year-old Filipino woman, leave the courtroom after a hearing of 


the case. 


at Subics Alava Pier, a short walk 
fom where the servicemen’s 
ship, USS Essex, was docked. 

"Thats a big difference be- 
cause they [prosecution] said she 
[complainant] was too drunk to 
have given consent [to sex]. But if 
you just had a few drinks, you 
would still know what is happen- 
ing around you," Justiniano said. 

At the start of the trial, the pros- 
ecution presented two security 
guards of Neptune Bar who de- 
scribed Nicole as barely conscious 
as she hung out at the bar, where 
she and accused Smith allegedly 
met. 

‘Tomas Corpuz Jr. and Muyot, 
both on duty at the bar on the 
night of the incident, had testi- 
fied that Nicole was wasted and 
wobbled in the function room. 
She was later carried piggyback 
by Smith to the van. 


Voluntary or coerced? 

Smith's lawyer Benjamin For- 
moso questioned how Torres had 
taken the swom statement of 
Timoteo Soriano Jr., driver of the 
Starex van at the time of the inci 
dent. Soriano alleged that Torres 
had coerced him into signing a 
statement saying that he had wit- 
nessed a gang rape. 

“As an investigator for many 
years now, do you know the ne- 
cessity of counsel when under- 
taking custodial investigation? 
Do you know of the provisions of 
the Constitution and of a special 
law about custodial investiga- 
tion? Was there a waiver for Sori- 
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ano indicating that he was waiv- 
ing his right to a lawyer? You nev- 
er barred him from leaving [your 
office]? Formoso spat out one 
question after another. 

“It was a voluntary statement 

. He was free to leave anytime. 
After he signed the statement, he 
just left,” Torres said. 

Earlier, under Rodrigo's cross- 
examination, Torres said: "I never 
treated him [Soriano] as a sus- 
pect because he was coopera- 
tive.” 

Я ріку him’ 

As Formoso pursued his line of 
questioning, Judge Benjamin Po- 
zon intervened and asked what 
the lawyer was driving at. 

“Тат trying to show, Your Hon- 
or, that Soriano's [first] state- 
ment is inadmissible as evi- 
dence," Formoso answered. 

А visibly irked Pozon said: "You 
will argue that point with the wit- 
ness? Let the court decide on that 

Soriano had recanted his earli- 
er statement taken down by Tor- 
res, saying he was forced to sign it 
under threat of being included in 
the case. 

‘The driver also alleged that Tor- 
res punched him twice in the back 
tomake him sign the statement. In 
his recantation, Soriano said he 
never witnessed the rape as he 
was driving the van around Subic 
on the night of the incident. 

Confronted with Soriano's al- 
legations against him, Torres told 
defense lawyers: “I am not affect- 
ed. pity that person.” 


Launching of private impeachment bid reset 


From page Al 

Organizers on Monday an- 
nounced the private impeachment 
initiative would be launched yes- 
terday. Late in the day, they said 
that it had been rescheduled for 
‘Thursday. What had been billed as 
a launching turned out to be a fo- 
rum on impeachment. 

Last year, the minority in the 
House of Representatives bungled 
an attempt to unseat Ms Arroyo 
over allegations she stole the 2004 
elections—a charge the President 
has vehemently denied. 

Senate Minority Leader Aquilino 
Pimentel с and Sen. Panfilo Lacson 
earlier yesterday said the fresh im- 
peachment complaint would have 
better chances of prospering be- 


cause of the high credibility of the 
new cast of complainants. 

"Т hope that the signing on of 
these individuals as complainants 
will induce the congressmen to 
look at the impeachment com- 
plaint with dispassionate eyes,” 
Pimentel said in an interview. 

Lacson said the new group of 
complainants would lend credi- 
bility to the impeachment efforts. 

"These individuals will be an at- 
traction to a wider audience owing 
to their perceived apolitical posi- 
tions on current issues,” he said. 

Lawyer Harry Roque on Mon- 
‘day said that leading civic and re- 
ligious leaders would file a com- 
plaint with the House of Repre- 
sentatives charging Ms Arroyo 


with culpable violation of: the 
Constitution and betrayal of the 
public trust to cover up alleged 
election fraud. sae: 

The filing is set for June 26, 
when the one-year ban on the fil 
ing of an impeachment complaint 
against the President expires. 

Pimentel said he would not dis- 
suade opposition congressmen, as 
he had done last year, from press- 
ing ahead with an impeachment 
‘complaint this year, and would 
rather wish them well. 

“This time, I will leave the mat- 
ter to the discretion of our House 
colleagues. I know it's going to be 
an uphill battle but the outcome 
will determine if it's worth taking 
or not,” he said. 


Negotiated PNP deals defended 


From page A! 
ization of police vehicles and 
equipment. $ 

Acquiring the vehicles through 
public bidding may in fact be detri- 
‘mental to the government, accord- 
ing to the head of the PNP bids and 
awards committee (BAC). 

Deputy Director Avelino Razon 
Jr, chair of the ВАС, said a com- 
pany could offer a cheap price for 
each car, but the vehicles may end 
upin the junk yard after a year for 
lack of spare parts. 

"And if you bring them to the 
province, there is no dealer 
(there) that could service the ve- 
hicle;" he said. 

PAP Director General Arturo 
Loinibao explained that his men 
*сар+рагйу secure" the delegates 
to the 12th Association of South- 
‘east Asian Nations (Asean) sum- 
mit scheduled for December 
without the equipment. 

Interestingly, the reasons cited 
by officials yesterday were not in- 
chided in the BAC resolutions. 

When it was pointed out that 
the police did a terrific job in se- 
curing a meeting of hundreds of 
foreign parliamentarians last 
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year even without the new cars, 
motorcycles and handguns, 
Lomibao said: 

"Well, ifI go into the details, it 
would take time to explain. I read 
thearticle that you published and 
I think all the actions that we did 
were defensible.” 

Lomibao said the decisions of the 
BAC were “extensively discussed” 
and supported by legal officers, as 
well as the Commission on Audit. 


Savings 

The PNP Legal: Services Unit 
pointed that the police had, in fact, 
already saved some P56 million, 

A police document listed down 
the savings as follows: 

‘© The 9-mm pistols offered by 
‘Trust Trade, the supplier, cost on- 
lyP19,400 each orsome P97 mil- 
lion for 5,000 units. The police 
had originally set aside P151 mil- 
lion for the firearms 

ө Each 600-cc Yamaha police 
motorcycle costs P650,000 for a to- 
tal of P7.8 million for 12 units. The 
supplier is Norkis Trading Corp. 

"The police saved P1.8 million 
from the P9.6 million originally 
earmarked by the BAC for the 


motorcycles. 

ө ‘Toyota Manila Bay agreed to 
sell each police car at P795,000 for a 
total of P161.38 million for 204 cars. 

‘The PNP said it saved some 
400,000 from the original bud- 
get for 203 cars. 


Patrol jeeps 

‘On top of these purchases, the 
police also plan to acquire 208 
patrol jeeps worth P168 million 
through "negotiated procure- 
ment," according to documents 
seen by the INQUIRER. 

This means the BAC approved 
in April the acquisition of up to 
P490 million worth of vehicles 
and handguns without public bid- 
ding. (The figure would be P434 
million if the savings were sub- 
tracted from the original budget). 

But the police have yet to find a 
supplier for the patrol jeeps, accord- 
ing to Chief Supt. Wilfredo Dulay, 
head of the PNP Legal Services Unit. 
Objections 

A supplier the police had ini- 
tially considered said it could not 
deliver all the vehicles on time, 
Dulay said. 


* will not douse their efforts 
with cold water. Do your best and 
lets see how it comes out." 

The senator had been cool to 
the filing of an impeachment 
complaint, which he predicted 
would be quashed by the sheer 
mumber of administration con- 
gressmen, and instead proposed 
the holding of snap presidential 
and vice presidential elections, 

The impeachment complaint 
was dismissed on a technicality by 
the — administration-dominated 
House in early September last year. 

Pimentel said Ms Arroyo de- 
served to be impeached. 

"Her blatant misuse of public 
funds to buy the House prevented 
the impeachment the first time 


Dulay confirmed that some 
reservations were raised during 
deliberations on the modes of 
procurement that the BAC chose. 
“They were more about the law, 
more on the legal provisions,” he 
said of the reservations. 

Razon, the ВАС chair, had 
asked during the deliberations 
that objections to the plan be put 
in writing. 

“They did not offer a written 
objection,” Dulay said. "So we 
went ahead.” 

The police maintained that 
there were legal bases for the 
BAC resolutions. 

“Section 441 of the General Ac- 
counting and Auditing Manual 
states that negotiation may be 
employed whenever the supplies 
are to be used in connection with 
a project or activity, which cannot 
be delayed without causing detri- 
ment to public service,” the legal 
unit said. 

It said Republic Act No. 9184 
(the Government Procurement 
Reform Act) did not repeal Sec- 
tion 441 of the GAAM. 

In the BAC resolutions, the po- 
lice justified dispensing with pub- 
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SC asked to rule on US 
custody provision of VFA 


By Armand М. Мосит 


NICOLE, THE 22YEAR-OLD 
who cried rape in the hands of 
four US Marines seven months 
ago, has asked the Supreme 
Court to declare unconstitutional 
two provisions in the RP-US Visit- 
ing Forces Agreement (VFA), 
namely, the condition allowing 
the US to have custody of the ac- 
cused, and the one-year cap on 
the holding ofa trial 

But Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez warned that the move 
could affect the "running of the 
period" provided for by the VFA 
and could delay the resolution of 
the case for up to 10 years. 

In a petition filed by the rape 
victim through her lawyer Evalyn 
Ursua, the prosecution asked the 
court to set aside the May 5, 2006 
ruling of Presiding Judge Benjamin 
Pozon of the Makati Regional Trial 
Court Branch 139, denying their 
petition to declare unconstitution- 
al the provisions contained in Arti- 
des, Paragraph 6 of the VFA. 

“For the trial court to exercise 
effective jurisdiction over the 
criminal case, it must have cus- 
tody over the person of the ac- 
cused,” Ursua said. 


‘Alias warrant’ 

She also asked the court to is- 
sue an “alias warrant” for the ar- 
rest of the accused, Lance Corpo- 
rals Daniel Smith, Keith Silkwood 
and Dominic Duplantis and S/Sgt. 
Chad Carpentier who are accused 
ofraping Nicole on Nov. 1, 2005 at 
the Subic Bay Freeport. 

Aricle 5, Paragraph 6 of the VFA 
states: “The custody of any United 
States personnel over whom the 
Philippines is to exercise jurisdic- 
tion shall immediately reside with 
United States military authorities, 
if they so request, from the com- 
mission of the offense until com- 
pletion ofall judicial proceedings.” 

її adds: “In extraordinary cas- 
es, the Philippine government 
shall present its position to the 
United States government re- 
garding custody, which the Unit- 
ed States government shall take 
into full account.” 

‘The provision also states that 
“in the event Philippine judicial 
proceedings are not completed 
‘within one year, the United States 
shall be relieved of any obliga- 
tions under this paragraph." 

According to the VFA, "the one- 
year period will not include the time 
necessary to appeal... and any time 


around,” he said. 

In his informal meeting with 
them, Pimentel said the opposi- 
tion congressmen had indicated 
that they would be more cautious 
when gathering the signatures of 
colleagues to transmit the com- 
plaint to the Senate. 

“This might be a good idea," he 


st year, the opposition failed 
to muster the 79 votes required to 
transmit the complaint to the 
Senate for trial, with some law- 
makers withdrawing at the last 
minute and others not showing 
up during plenary voting. 

Sen. Edgardo Angara said the 
biggest obstacle to the lawmakers 
would be getting the 79 votes. 


lic bidding by saying the vehicles 
and handguns were urgently 
needed for ће Asean summit, 

А bidding would have taken 
too long and the equipment 
would nor be delivered on time, 
the resolutions said. 


Not allowed 

A source in the security estab- 
lishment, however, told the In- 
Quinza that this and other justifi- 
cations cited by the BAC “were 
not apt" and "did not fall within 
the ambit of RA 9184." 

Hosting international events 
was not among the conditions set 
by law that allow for alternative 
modes of procurement, the 
source had said. 

Puno said the equipment 
would not be used for the Asean 
summit alone, 

“Not all rhe cars will go to Cebu 
for the Asean event. Obviously, 
most of the vehicles (would be 
sent) throughout the country to 
(address) ... the shortage of po- 
lice cars,” he said. 

As for firearms, the police 
maintain certain specifica- 
tions, which are obtained 
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during which scheduled trial proce. 
dures are delayed because United 
States authorities, after timely noti- 
fication by Philippine authorities to 
arrange for the presence of the ac- 
cused, fail todo so." 


Equal protection 

Ursua said the provision violat- 
ed her client’ right to equal pro- 
tection of the laws, being the vic- 
tim in the case. 

I “infringes [on the] petitioner's 
right to the equal protection of the 
laws when it prescribes a different 
rule for the arrest and custody of 
US military personnel charged 
with the commission of an offense 
cognizable by the Philippine 
courts. This places those US mili 
tary personnel in a privileged posi- 
tion as compared to Filipino citi 
zens similarly situated, who must 
be governed by our Rules of Crimi- 
nal Procedure,” she said. 

Ursua urged the high tribunal 
torule that the one-year prescrip- 
tion period should start from the 
date of arraignment. 

Pozon earlier ruled that the 
countdown on the case should 
start on Dec. 27, 2005, when it was 
raffled to the sala of Olongapo RTC 
Branch 73 Judge Renato Dilag. 

Ir started the moment the ју. 
dicial proceeding commenced," 
he said in his ruling. 

Gonzalez warned that the fil- 
ing of the petition might be fatal 
to the prosecution lawyers who 
only have one year to secure a 
ruling on the case. 


“Prejudicial question’ 
"Anybody can question the law, 
but I think it might affect the run- 
ning of the period if the RTC will 
take note of that petition and cons 
erita prejudicial question,” he said. 
Gonzalez added that the lower 
court could be prevented from com- 
ing out with a ruling on the princi- 
pal case if there would be a preju 
ial question related to the case 
pending beforea higher court. 
"What the VFA says is that any 
delay on the part of the defense 
stops the running of the period. 
But here, this is the move of the 
prosecution, not the defense 
Thats why it will affect the run- 
ning of the period. They might run. 
outoftime," Gonzalez stressed. 
He advised the prosecution 
lawyers to just proceed with the. 
trial of the case. 
“IF the prosecution feels they 
have strong evidence, they should 
proceed immediately" he said. 


"It looks like they haven't gotten 
the votes, both from their ranks 
and the majority But who knows?" 
Апага said in a brief interview. 

During the forum at the Manila 
Polo Club yesterday, UP professor. 
Randy David said the filing of the. 
impeachment complaint was the 
only constitutional procedure left 
to put a closure to the crisis of le- 
gitimacy hounding Ms Arroyo. 

“To impeach Mrs. Arroyo is to 
protect the constitutional order. It 
is to defend what remains of our 
democratic institutions from the 
sustained assault to which they 
have been relentlessly subjected 
by a reckless politician and her 
civilian and military allies," 
David said in his speech. 


through research and field 
testing, according to the interi- 
or secretary. 

"Normally, there is only one 
supplier for that particular type of 
handgun, so obviously it will be 
negotiated purchase. There can- 
not be a public bidding (meant to 
get) whichever is the cheapest 
firearm," Puno said. 

He said one could not judge 
the quality of a handgun on the 
basis of its low price. 

“You really have to negotiate it 
... You need to standardize be- 
cause you are talking about regu- 
larity of service, the availability of 
spare parts, and dealers through- 
out the country" Puno said. 

He narrated how the police 
had bought firearms, the cheap- 
est then, about a decade ago. It 
turned out that they needed to be 
retooled. 

Razon said the police also 
saved a lot by not spending on the 
forms and on publication of no- 
tices required by public bidding. 

“Had we gone through a public 
bidding, maybe it might have 
been more disadvantageous to 
the government," he said, 
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By Christian V. Esguerra 


We'd do well to recall Sin's legacy, says bishop 


FILIPINOS SHOULD REMEMBER JAIME 
Cardinal Sin for three important gifts the 
late Manila archbishop had left 
them—freedom, love and the value of 
dreams. 

On the occasion of Sin's first death 
anniversary tomorrow, his long-time 
protégé, Balanga Bishop Socrates Vil- 
legas yesterday asked the Filipino 
faithful to show their gratitude to the 
man who helped topple two unworthy 
presidents and restore democracy to 
the country. 

At the beginning of a Mass at the 
Cardinal Sin Village in Punta, Sta. 
Ana, Manila, Villegas recalled in his 
homily how Sin had taught the Fil- 
їріпоѕ to dream and to work at 


achieving it. 

“The cardinal gave us dreams de- 
spite the reality that so many Filipinos 
wanted to go abroad, thinking that 
hope lay in foreign countries,” said Vil- 
legas. 

“Не was the one who gave us hope 
that the realization of our dreams 
could be found in the place where we 
were born, here in the Philippines," he 
said. 

The village, home to many of the poor- 
est residents of Metro Manila, was a sym- 
bol of the cardinal's love for the poor, he 
said. . 


"Use whatever you want" 

Villegas recalled the time he asked Sin 
for permission to use his name for the 
planned community, an initiative of the 
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cardinal's friends abroad who wanted to 
givehima gift 
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“Please allow us to use your name be- 
cause this project will be for the poor,” 
the bishop recalled telling Sin, who 
replied: “Use whatever itis that you want 
about me because I want to show them 
that Lowe them so much.” 

Sin also offered Filipinos freedom that 
went beyond emancipation from dictato- 
rial rule, Villegas said. 


Freedom 

“Не gave us freedom from everything 
that was enslaving us during the last 
years and months of his life—not just 
freedom from the dregs in government 
but also freedom from poverty, those 
that enchain the poor and others that so- 
ciety had forgotten.” 

In the rallies that Sin organized, 
Villegas said the late prelate always 
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arrived early. a 
Early arrival “2 
“Не would call for rallies and he neyet 
abandoned us,” he said. “Even before we 
got to the place, he was (already) there’ 
waiting for us." % 

Villegas also described Sin as'somié: 
= who truly manifested and spréad 
love 


People he also loved. 

He said the people Sin had also loved 
were represented by the old, the sickly 
and the disabled who showed up at his 
wake at the Manila Cathedral last year. 

“| was sad because the world became a 
lesser place, a less beautiful place with 
the passing away of the man who loved 
each of us personally,” Villegas said. 
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Protests mark Suu Kyi’s 61st birthday 


FILIPINO ACTIVISTS WEARING 
chains and carrying a replica of a gi- 
ant cake trooped to the Burmese 
(Myanmar) Embassy in Makati Ску 
оп Monday to demand the release of 
pro-democracy leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi on her birthday, as she umed 61 
under house arrest. 

More than a dozen members of 
the Free Burma Coalition carried 
placards reading “Free Burma 
Now” and “Free all political pris- 
oners in Burma.” 

“We think that calling for Suu 
Xyis release would be the best gift 
we can offer on her birthday" said 
Gus Маш, a coalition spokesper- 
son, in a statement protesting the 
Burmese governments recent deci- 
sion to extend Suu Куїз house arrest 
another year. 

‘The protesters, two of them with 
chains around their ankles, were 
joined by two South Korean activists. 

The demonstrators had with 
them a giant cardboard "cake" 
bearing a picture of Suu Kyi and the 
number 6l. They also attached 
buntings to the facade of the build- 
ing housing the embassy as a hand- 
ful of policemen watched. 

"The junta's decision extend- 
ing her house arrest can never be 
acceptable to the intemational 


community,” Miclat said. 

Suu Kyi, the 1991 Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate and one of the 
world's most prominent political 
prisoners, has spent 10 of the last 
17 years in confinement. 

Burma's ruling military junta 
took power in 1988 after crush- 
ing massive pro-democracy 
demonstrations in the country 
they renamed Myanmar. 

n 1990, the junta refused to hand 
‘over power when Suu Куїз party won 
a general election by a landslide. 


the NLD, the opposition party 
that won the 1990 elections and 
whose members have been tar- 
geted with harassment and ar- 
тей. 

Suu Kyi, the foreign-educated 
daughter of national indepen- 
dence hero Gen. Aung San, un- 
derwent a hysterectomy in 2003 
and was treated last week for 
stomach troubles, her physician 
said. 

Five Buddhist monks prayed 
for her health and her immediate 
release from house arrest. 

Supporters in Australia, Asia, 
Europe and the United States and 
ethnic minority guerrillas and 
refugees near and across the Thai 
border also marked her birthday. 

In Bangkok, monks and sup- 
porters held a birthday ceremony 
outside the Burmese Embassy, 
following similar events wi 
hundreds of people in Kuala 
Lumpur and New Delhi at the 
weekend. 

Tn the United States, home to 
Burma's largest exile community, 
the Washington-based US Cam- 
paign for Burma organized 
events in more than 270 towns 
and cities over the weekend to 
demand her freedom. 
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Aung San Suu Kyi studied and 
worked abroad, including for the 
United Nations, but returned to 
Burma in 1988 to care for her ail- 
ing mother. ^ 
That same year, mass pr 
democracy rallies broke our but" 
were quashed by the military Sti 
Kyi cofounded the NLD and н 
put under house arrest in 1989; 
She refused an offer of freedom if 
sheleftthe country for good. * 
The opposition party won the 
1990 elections by a landslide but 
the military, which has ruled thé 
country since 1962, ignored the 
results Е 


1st Reading: 
Gospel: 

Jesus said to his disciples, "You have heard that it was sai 
your neighbor and do not do good to your enemy. But this I tell you: 
Love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you, so that you 
may be children of your Father in Heaven. For he makes his sunrise on 
both the wicked and the good, and he gives rain to both the just and 
the unjust 

Tf you love those who love you, what is special about that? Do not 
even tax collectors do as much? And if you are friendly only to your 
friends, what is so exceptional about that? Do not even the pagans do 
as much? For your part you shall be righteous and perfect іп the way 
your heavenly Father is righteous and perfect." 

‘Commentary 

Elijah is sent to deal justly with Ahab over the killing of Naboth (in 
greed for his vineyard). And Elijah is blunt, declaring that what Ahab has 
done stands crying out to God and that he will be punished justly for his 
sin of murder and greed. His line will be cut off as he cut off Naboth's life. 
He repents (surprise!) and the punishment passes to his son's reign. God 
does justice for the poor. God forgives but there is justice and it belongs to 
God. 

And Jesus seeks to teach us that we must love everyone, even our ene- 
mies and pray for those who persecute us, and whom we fear. God lets ev- 
eryone live, the just and unjust, and we are to be like God, not like every- 
опе else. We are to learn (and this is hard) the compassion we have 
known from God, and practice it towards all. This is the new prophet's 
word. 
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зоп City, UP PO. Box 4, Diliman, 1101 Quezon City; Tel.: 921-3984; Fax: 
921-7429; E-mail: ` cci@claret.org: Websites: http://www bible. 
claret.org (Claretian Publications Inc.) & http://missionaries.claret.org 
(Claretians in the Philippines) 


Crumbling house 

їп Burma, some 300 supporters 
kicked off a day of ceremonies near 
Suu Куїз crumbling Rangoon (Yan- 
gon) house, where she remains iso- 
lated from the outside world. 

Members of her National 
League for Democracy (NLD) of- 
fered Buddhist prayers and re 
leased doves and balloons at their 
nearby party headquarters as 20 
plainclothes security personnel 
kept a close eye on activities. 

NLD supporters clad in the par- 
tys orange uniform and Tshirts 
bearing their leaders picture 
chanted "Free Suu Kyi!” 

“We wish her good health,” 
said Lai Lai, a senior member of 


No communication 

Her most recent house arrest 
began after her convoy was'at* 
tacked by a junta-backed mob 
during a political tour of northéri 
Burma on May 30, 2003. The'ate 
tack left four people dead atid 
‘Aung San Suu Kyi was briéfly 
jailed. 2 

She has had no contact with thé 
outside world since, except fot 4 
shortwave radio and a monthl 
visit from her doctor. Shë lives 
with two maids but is not allowed" 
to receive guests, including hêr 
two adult sons AP; AEP 
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A tribute to unwavering hope of world's refugees 
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(FOLLOWING is the statement of 
United Nations High Commission- 
er Antonio Guterres on the occa- 
sion of World Refugees Day of 
2006.—Ed.) 


IMAGINE WHAT IT'S LIKE TO BE 
a refugee, forced to flee persecu- 
tion, civil war or violence and 
leaving behind everything that is 
there—home, family and friends, 
And suddenly, you find yourself 
in a strange land, dependent on 
the protection and help of others. 
Imagine the sense of isolation, of 
helplessness, of anxiety about an 
uncertain future, 

And yet, if there is one com- 
mon trait among the tens of mil- 
lions of refugees that we at the 
UN refugee agency have helped 


UNITED Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Antonio Guterres over the past 55 years, its the fact 
(second from right) and other aid officials walk through the Mtabila 


refugee camp in western Tanzania. 


eues 


that despite losing everything, 
they never give up hope. 


On this World Refugee Day of 
2006, we honor refugees and 
displaced people all over the 
world who, on the strength of 
that hope, have overcome enor- 
mous odds to start rebuilding 
their lives. Each refugee has a 
different story, but collectively 
theirs is а story about the tri 
шир of hope over despair. 

‘And we at the Office of the 
United Nations High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees draw great in- 
spiration from their tenacity and 
courage. We are often asked how 
we can face the grim reality of our 
work, year after year, without 
feeling discouraged. And our an- 
swer is simple: If the refugees 
themselves don't give up hope, 
how can we? 

‘Their perseverance inspires all 
of us who work with them to do 
everything we can to find solu- 


tions so that they can get on with 
their lives. These solutions in- 
clude voluntary repatriation back 
to their homeland once condi- 
tions allow, or—if this is not pos- 
sible—integration in the country 
of first asylum or resettlement to 
a third country. 


Keeping hope alive 

In turn, the prospect of such 
solutions enables refugees to 
maintain their hope for a better 
future. And over the past 55 
years, UNHCR and its partners 
have helped more than 50 million 
uprooted people to restart their 
lives—and that work continues in 
more than 100 countries. 

But unfortunately, more than 5 
million refugees have been in ex- 
ile for five years or longer—and 
some of them for decades. Keep- 
ing their hope alive is the respon- 


An era of declining support for uprooted 


From page Al 


Mohammad, who fled from Mecca 
to Medina. 

The more prominent ones in 
recent times were physicist Albert 
Einstein, former US Secretaries of 
State Madeline Albright and Hen- 
ry Kissinger, and Soviet leader 
Viadimir Lenin. 

‘Their impact on their countries 
of asylum and the world at 
large—for better or for 
‘worse—has been acknowledged 
Mainly, despite a few detractors, 
hosts confirm refugees have en- 
riched their societies. 


Hope over despair 

Each year, June 20 has been des- 
ignated as "World Refugee Day" to 
remind peoples and nations of the 
continuing relevance and the need 
for support of the asylum regime in 
these uncertain times. 

“Bach refugee has a different 
story, but collectively theirs is a 
story about the triumph of hope 
over despair,” UN High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees Antonio 
Guterres said in a statement is- 
sued today. (See full text above.) 

"If there is one common trait 
among the tens of millions of 
refugees that we at the UN refugee 
agency have helped over the past 
55 years, its the fact that despite 
losing everything, they never give 
up hope,” Guterres said. 

"Hope." Thats the theme of this 
year's celebrations as UNHCR grap- 
ples with the problems of migration 
and xenophobia, particularly in first 
world countries where most 
refugees want to build new lives 
and where they are encountering 
difficulties in the wake of 9/11. 


Fight for refugee status 

In recent years, the quality of 
mercy has shown signs of wear- 
ing thin as “compassion fatigue” 
set in in recession-wracked 
economies and the world grew 
weary of internecine conflicts 
and the specter of terrorism. 

For example, Jose Maria Sison, 
67, a University of the Philippines 
professor who founded the Com- 
тїшїї Party of the Philippines, 
was granted asylum in The Nether- 
lands after he received amnesty 
and was released from jail by Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino in 1986. 

In the war against terrorism 
mounted by the United States af- 
ter 9/11, the CPP was declared a 
terrorist organization. Sison's 
refugee status was subsequently 
revoked by the Dutch govern- 
ment. He is now battling to re- 
main in The Netherlands. 

But Sison's effort might well be 
in jeopardy after the Arroyo ad- 


ministration announced that it 
was filing rebellion charges 
against him. 


UNHCR 

The Geneva-based UNHCR 
was set up in 1951 to help victims 
of World War П. Its work to find 
solutions for people who have left 
their countries to escape persecu- 
tion and violence has not stopped 
since. 

The number of people who 
have sought UNHCR protection 
in asylum countries and aid in re- 
turning home reached a peak of 
over 20 million in the post-Cold 
War era. This followed the disin- 
tegration of the Soviet Union and 
outbreaks of ethnic strife and 
"wars in such areas as Iraq and 
Afghanistan, the Balkans, Central 
Asia and Africa. 

Last year, the UNHCR said the 
number of refugees in 2005 had 
reached a 26-year low of 8.4 mil 
lion but its global count of up- 
rooted people rose to nearly 21 
million. This figure includes peo- 
ple living in "refugee-like situa- 
tions" within their own countries. 
In international parlance, they 
are called "internally displaced 
people," or the IDPs. 

Because of its experience in 
dealing with displacement follow- 
ing the breakup of the former Yu- 
goslavia under a special mandate, 
the UNHCR in recent years has 
been called upon to help the IDPs, 
or what diplomats have increasing- 
ly come to call “internal refugees.” 

Afghans, Colombians, Iraqis, 
Sudanese and Somalis mainly ac- 
count for these people “of con- 
cern” to the UNHCR. 


Viet refugees 

The Philippines was host to 
thousands of Indochinese 
refugees who left in rickety boats 
following the triumph of commu- 
nist armies in Vietnam, Laos and 
Cambodia in the 1970s. 

The remaining Viemamese 
refugees from camps on Palawan fi- 
nally won asylum in the United 
States and departed in 2005, putting 
а dose to one of historys more dra- 
‘matic moments in the last century. 

As a reporter, covered the ar- 
rival of Vietnamese refugees 
washed ashore in the Philippines 
after the fall of Saigon, now 
called Ho Chi Minh City, in 1975. 

They brought with them har- 
rowing tales of their flight from 
Vietnam, their struggle for survival 
across the South China Sea in leaky 
boats or overcrowded vessel 
manned by "human traffickers,” 
their battles against thirst and 
hunger, pirates and wicked storms. 

Their stories were far removed 


from the fascinating refugee story 
in the classic movie "Casablan- 
ca" —of the star-crossed love af- 
fair between a casino operator 
selling exit visas to those fleeing 
from Nazi rule played by 
Humphrey Bogart and an asylum 
seeker and old Paris flame por- 
trayed by Ingrid Bergman. 


Pushbacks 

Many of the Viemamese boat 
people perished and did not make 
it to the “first asylum countries" 
on the rim of the Asia mainland. 
Even when they did, some were 
pushed, back out to the sea. 

Stil, they kept on coming out, 
until resettlement countries in 
the West finally hammered out in 
1989 a “comprehensive plan of 
action.” This stemmed the tide, 
but not after a decade of painful 
initiatives by the international 
community that included Viet- 
nam, donors and resettlement 
countries. 

By then, 1 had joined the UN- 
HCR. My first field assignment was 
Bangladesh, joining a team that 
provided emergency assistance to 
some 200,000 Rohingyas who fled 
rape and forced labor perpetrated 
by the repressive Burmese regime. 

Now that I am out of the agency 
and have become an Inquirer edi- 
tor, I can use the term “repressive.” 

Back then in the UNHCR, if I 
had used it in any of my reports, 1 
could have been easily kicked out 
of the service, even if the inten- 
tion was to draw world sympathy 
to those oppressed and put pres- 
sure on Rangoon to stop the 
atrocities. Advocacy is one of the 
UNHCR's functions. 


Solutions often illusive 

I would have been accused of 
endangering UNHCR work, an- 
gering donors sympathetic to 
Burma and compromising a pos- 
sible diplomatic solution, even if 
that took years. Resolving a 
refugee situation is often a long 
and tedious process. 

There в stil a “residual caseload” 
of some 20,000 Rohingyas in camps 
‘outside Cox's Bazar. 

The agencys staff members 
learn to be circumspect to be able 
to bring relief aid, keep asylum 
countries from expelling refugees 
and help in their eventual repatri- 
ation or resettlement. 

These continuing tasks are 
highlighted in High Commission- 
er Guterres’ message today and 
his agency's report on the state of 
the world's refugees and the IDPs 
that he has to care for. It also 
stressed the need for support of 
his staff if they are to continue to 
save lives and make a difference, 


- 
the United States. 


Genocide in Darfur 

The continuing displacement 
in the Darfur region of Sudan is 
one of the UNHCRS biggest pre- 
occupations these days. 

There, Janjaweed Arab militias 
continue to go on a rampage in 
what humanitarian workers have 
described as a campaign of ethnic 
cleansing—something they shud- 
dered at in the Balkans and the 
tiny Himalayan kingdom of 
Bhutan in the 19905. 

‘Washington says the atrocities 
committed against the Darfurians 
constituted genocide. 

In one of my last assignments 
before [left the UNHCR just over a 
year ago, I went to eastern Chad 
‘where our staff had been provid- 
ing assistance in camps set up for 
some 200,000 people, mainly 
women and children, from Darfur. 

The main difficulty was that 
the refugees refused to go far 
from their mud huts on the other 
side, where around a million 
more of their kind had been up- 
rooted. They preferred to remain 
in the harsh frontier in the tri 
state border of Libya, Chad and 
Sudan. There's no water in the 
desert there, where it's blistering 
hot during the day and freezing 
during the night, and where dis- 
tributing food also meant battling 
sand storms. 


The Congo 

Another area of major concem 
reported by the UNHCR is the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. The 
ramifications of the genocide that 
tore apart tiny Rwanda in the Great 
Lakes region of Central Africa 12 
years ago and left some 800,000 
people dead continue to haunt the 
DRC, previously called Zaire, where 
the genociders” had fled, 

Thad kept track out of Geneva 
of developments on the ground in 
Rwanda, reporting on atrocities 


VIETNAMESE refugees in the Philippines prepare for resettlement i 
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in remote communes as gangs of 
the majority Hutus hunted the 
Tutsi minority. 

On April 28, 1994, I got on the 
phone to our field officer in Tan- 
zania. She was frantic. A quarter 
of a million Rwandans had just 
swept into Tanzania over the past 
24 hours as Tutsi rebels based in 
Uganda staged an uprising across 
the former Belgian colony. 

The field officer was trying to 
mobilize assistance for the 
refugees along the border town of 
Ngara. Thats how fast situations 
could develop in the UNHCR and 
underscored its need for where- 
withal up front. 

Two summers ago, 1 joined a 
US diplomatic delegation that 
was looking into the possibility of 
helping repatriate Congolese 
refugees languishing in camps in 
Tanzania, Burundi and Rwanda. 

The refugees had been forced 
from their homes in off and-on bat- 
ties beween Congolese forces, 
armed groups loyal to Rwanda 
fighting Rwandan insurgents based 
in the DRC frontier and a mishmash 
of alphabet soup local militias that 
were fighting alongside Тиз and 
Hutus, the antagonists in the Rwan- 
da conflict. 

Intense fighting broke out in 
Bukavu, scutting the US effort and 
prompting the evacuation of the del- 
egation from the lovely town in east- 
em DRCat the edge of Lake Kivu. 


Heart of darkness 

It is a region rich in minerals, 
gold and diamonds but has ironi- 
cally remained mired in extreme 
poverty. This heart of darkness 
had fired the imagination of 
Joseph Conrad. Local art works 
had inspired such impressionists 
as Picasso and Matisse. Violence 
continue to scar the area. 

In recent years, humanitarian 
workers themselves have become 
targets in conflict situations. 


sibility of everyone, including in- 
ternational leaders who should 
be doing more to resolve these 
situations and to address the root. 
causes of conflict and displace- 
ment. 

All of us can do our part to give 
hope to the uprooted—from а 
simple, welcoming smile to 
refugees in our own communi- 
ties, to the participation of indi- 
viduals, businesses and govern- 
ments in supporting the field ac- 
tivities of the many humanitarian 
agencies caring for the displaced. 
World Refugee Day is part of that 
common effort as we gather June 
20 in cities and towns, in refugee 
camps and in remote settlements 
to pay tribute to the courageous, 
unwavering hope of the world’s 
refugees—and to assure them 
that they are not forgotten. 

Thankyou. 


Even the symbol of the Red Cross 
isno longer honored. 

In some ways, this has restrict 
ed activities of UNHCR workers 
in the field. In some ways, the 
people themselves who humani- 
tarian agencies are trying to help 
are responsible. 

Officials in the Rwanda capital 
of Kigali used to denounce Hutu 
insurgents allegedly using as stag- 
ing areas for attacks on Rwanda 
camps heroically carved out of vir- 
tual moonscapes dotted with bub. 
bling volcanoes in the DRC's Go- 
ma region by aid workers. 

Their fulminations seem to 
echo in the case of Sison in the 
picture pretty town of Utrecht in 
the Netherlands. Refugees aren't 
supposed to subvert their coun- 
tries of origi 


Silk-stockinged 

Marcos had himself railed 
against activities of his political 
enemies who Һай become 
refugees in the United States. His 
propagandists used to call them 
either the "silk-stockinged revo- 
lutionaries" or derisively as the 
“steak commandos.” 

In recent years, the work of the 
UNHCR has been further compli- 
cated by the influx of the so- 
called “economic migrants” in the 
West and the activities of "human 
smugglers” bringing Asians, 
Africans and Eastern Europeans 
who are trying to escape poverty 
at home and seek opportunities 
in the industrial heartlands of the 
West. 

Throw in there—again for bet- 
ter or for worse depending on 
ones perspective—the Filipino 
TNTs. They are the shadowy 
souls in the affluent countries try- 
ing to eke out a living despite the 
odds to help families back home 
reeling under an economy kept 
afloat by dollar remittances of 
overseas workers. 


*... Your huddled masses’ 

Nationalist groups in England, 
France and Austria, among oth- 
ers, have confused illegal immi- 
grants with asylum seekers, dilut- 
ing che refugee instrument that 
has served well those genuinely 
in need 

There's an inscription on the 
Statue of Liberty on Ellis island 
that never ceases to arouse the 
emotion of visitors: “Give me 
your tired, your poor huddled 
‘masses yearning to breathe free.” 

It remains a comerstone of the 
asylum regime that the UNHCR at- 
tempts to keep open to those who 
deserve it and many feel remains 
relevant to this day—as in the case 
of Benigno Aquino 26 years ago. 


Group wants Charter change ... en 
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the House of Representatives but re- 
tain the Senate. 

Tugon ng Bayan identifies itself as 
а national people's movement for po- 
litical, economic, cultural and elec- 
toral reforms 

Unlike Sigaw ng Bayan that favors 
a signature drive to amend the Con- 
stitution, Tugon ng Bayan is calling 
for Charter change through a consti- 
tutional convention whose members 
are elected. 

“We agree that there should be Char- 
ter change. However, we strongly dis- 
agree with the current proposal of 
Sigaw ng Bayan for our country to 
again shift to a parliamentary form of 
government," said Francisco Catibayan 
Ш, one of Tugon ng Bayanis convenors. 

‘Catibayan said the parliamentary 
system adopted during the Marcos 
regime did not work. 

Catibayan was a member of the 


National Youth Commission during 
the Ramos administration and one of 
the prime movers of Kabayan for 
President Movement that pushed 
then Sen. Noli de Castro to run for 
president in 2004. 

He said a strong presidential and 
unicameral system would work for 
the country. 

Sigaw ng Bayan is set to file a peti 
tion in the Commission on Elections 
attesting that it had gathered more 
than 9 million signatures. Proponents 
ofa people's initiative must collect the 
signatures of at last 12 percent of all 
the registered voters nationwide and 3 
percent in each legislative district. 

Malacañang is supporting the signa- 
ture drive as the Senate and the House 
are unable to agree on the proposal to 
amend the Constitution through 
Congress being convened into a con- 
stituent assembly. 


Catibayan said Tugon ng Bayan 
would campaign for the immediate 
abolition of the House and the 
strengthening of the Senate 

“If the House is abolished, there 
will be savings of about P20 billion in 
pork barrel funds alone per year. This. 
can be used instead for education and 
social services," he said. 

Catibayan also noted that most 
members of the House were often ab- 
sent, resulting in a great waste of tax- 
payers’ money. 

Catibayan said only 10 percent of 
the House members were competent, 

“These 25 deserving congressmen 
are qualified to run for the Senate. 
The other 90 percent or around 225 
congressmen may just run for mayor 
or governor in their respective towns 
or provinces. Anyway, they are more 
into local or parochial agenda,” the 
Tugon ng Bayan convenor said. 
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3 Army battalions join anti-NPA drive 


From page At 


The new units that had been added to 
Cabuay's command were made up of 1,500. 
men belonging to the 3rd, 4th and 9th In- 
fantry Battalions. 

"The 3rd IB will be placed under the com- 
mand of Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan, the feared 
NPA nemesis who operates in Central Luzon 
and parts of northern Luzon, while the 4th IB 
will be based in Tanay, Rizal, according to 
Cabuay. 

The 9th IB will be deployed to Bicol. 

On arriving at Camp Nakar, the veteran 
combatants were treated to a "boodle fight” 
lunch of rice, hard-boiled eggs, smoked fish 
and sardines. 


Reduced fighting 

Cabuay told the Inquiner that wiping out 
the NPA rebels would be easier with the pull- 
ош of several units from Mindanao in the 
wake of the reduced fighting there as a result 
ofthe peace talks with the Moro Islamic Liber- 
ation Front. 

He rejected suggestions that the reinforced 
campaign against the NPA would result in 
more human rights violations. 

“That was an unfair impression. For one, 
only 20 percent of our soldiers are directly in- 
volved in combat operations against the ene- 
my" Cabuay said. 

"The rest are involved in civic operations. 
‘They build roads, schools and barangay halls. 
They even plant trees in our ravaged forests.” 


Cruz firm on 10 years 

Military intelligence estimates the NPAS 
strength at 7,400 men. It reached its peak of 
‘over 25,000 fighters in the late 1980s. 

The NPA claims to have established 120 
so-called guerrilla zones covering 800 munic- 
ipalities in 70 provinces nationwide. 

Presidential Chief of Staff Mike Defensor 
said last week that Ms Arroyo had found “too 
long” the defense department timetable of 
beating the insurgency within 10 years and 
that she wanted a victory in "critical areas" in 
Luzon in one to two years. 

Other Cabinet ministers later disputed De- 
fensor's statement, saying Ms Arroyo wanted 
the rebels vanquished by the end of her term 
in 2010. 

Yesterday, Defense Secretary Avelino Cruz 
Ji stuck to his original target. 


Cutting up the money 

"(Our fight) will be finished in six to 10 
years. But for the critical areas, we want to 
see dramatic results within two years," Cruz 
told reporters in Camp Aguinaldo. 

He said he agreed with Defensor's idea of 
having short. medium- and long-term tar- 
gets. 

He identified the critical areas as Central 
Luzon, Southern Luzon and Sorsogon 
province. 

Ms Arroyo has announced she would re- 
lease an extra P1 billion to boost military and 
police operations against the communists 

Yesterday, she said P400 million of the 
amount would go to the Armed Forces and 
this would be used for such things as buying 
hardware. 


Gov't eyes local 
peace initiatives 


By Christine О. Avendafio 


THE ARROYO ADMINISTRATION YESTER- 
day rejected any move to return to the peace 
table with communist leaders anytime soon, 
saying it would rather pursue peace initia- 
tives at the local level for now. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye and Presi- 
dential Chief of Staff Michael Defensor indi- 
cated the government was not about to re- 
sume talking peace with National Democratic 
Front leaders. 

“(The government peace pane!) will (still) 
be there but at the same time welll pursue 
peace initiatives at the loca! level,” Bunye told 
reporters. 

"There are groups that have expressed 
their intention to return to the government. 
fold and to help the government," he added. 

Defensor said that going back to the peace 
table with NDF leaders was something "worth 
looking at, but what's important is the local 
peace initiative." 


Peace and order councils 

He said that while in the past it was the na- 
tional government that negotiated peace with 
the NDR, it was now important to emphasize 
pursuing local peace initiatives. 

“We don't have to be dependent on that 
(talks with the NDF)," Defensor said, noting 
that holding talks at the national level tended 
to be chaotic. 

Existing peace and order couneils in the re- 
gions could be “revived” for these local peace 
initiatives, he said. 


NPA to benefit, too 

Defensor sad he was aware, for instance, 
that local officials in Isabela, a hotbed of the. 
insurgency, were holding “back-channel” 
talks with the local NPA. 

With the government pushing through 
with its mega development plans in northern 
Luzon, Defensor underscored the need to ne- 
gotiate peace in the area while the develop- 
ment projects were being implemented "be- 
cause NPA members and their families will al- 
so benefit from them.” 

He said it was quicker to attain peace at the 
local level. 


Another P300 million will be used for the 
“left-hand approach, which is community de- 
velopment in the areas already freed of the in- 
surgency,” and the other P300 million will go 
to the Philippine National Police, Ms Arroyo 
said. 


Discipline needed 

"You can reallocate part of this to buy 
more guns for the anti-insurgency cam- 
paign,” Ms Arroyo told Interior Secretary 
Ronaldo Puno and PNP Director General Ar- 
turo Lomibao. 

Cruz tried to soften the impact of the 
President's order, which has been seen as 
tantamount to an open declaration of war. 

"тез not an all-out war. It's a total govern 
ment approach,” he said. “If irs only up to the 
military, it cannot be done. We should have a 
strong military and a total government ap- 
proach.” 

With the heightened campaign against 
the NPA, Cruz said civilian casualties were 
unavoidable and asked military comman- 
ders to ensure discipline among their 
troops. 

"Discipline is important. It is very impor- 
tant to minimize collateral damage. That 
was the experience in Basilan. There 
should be discipline among the troops,” he 
said. 


‘Support from foe 

Ms Arroyo yesterday got an unexpected al- 
ly in her stepped-up war with the communist 
rebels. 

Backing the Р1-ЫШоп boost in military 
funds, opposition Sen. Panfilo Lacson said it 
was high time the government took serious 
efforts to end the insurgency and its root caus- 
es, such as poverty and injustice. 

"Tt is high time that the government 
showed its iron fist against communist 
rebels,” Lacson said in a statement. 

But Lacson said the war should not be at 
the expense of human rights and that the gov- 
ernment should institute safeguards against 
corruption in the disbursement of such a huge 
amount. 

An administration senator said a mili- 
tary solution alone would not end the in- 
surgency. 

Sen. Ralph Recto said, "The problem is eco- 
nomic and until we solve the economic prob- 
lems ... we cannot do away with the problem 
of the communist rebellion." 

Senga echoed the same theme in Cavite, 
saying the insurgency problem would not be 
solved through military operations alone. 


He said the government must also show the 
people that it could deliver the basic services 
needed. 

"(Insurgency) is not just the problem of the 
AFP and our government. This concerns all 
Filipinos,” he said. 

As part of the heightened operations 
against the communist rebels, Senga said the 
military would deploy more troops from Мі 
danaotorebel areas in Luzon. With reports 
from Christine О. Avendaño and Juliet 
Labog-Javellana 
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CIVILIAN SUPPORTERS OF THE NEW PEO- 
ples Army may find themselves the target of mil- 
itary operations if they join the rebels in combat, 
Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez warned yester- 
day. 

1а an interview, Gonzalez said it was best 
for people to help keep the peace to avoid be- 
coming "collateral damage" during skirmish- 
es between soldiers and insurgents. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER | 


Asked if troops would go after civilian sup- 
porters of the Communist Party of the Philip- 
pines and its army, Gonzalez replied: "Sup- 
porters can be combatants ... If they are com- 
batants or join combatants during their 
armed operations, why not?" 

He noted there could be supporters join- 
ing the combatants by carrying their bullets 
and other equipment, or helping in the 


rebels plotting and identifying targets of at- 
tack. 

In such cases, he said "they could be 
charged as conspirators. 

"The best way is to canalize the role played 
by the people who are involved," Gonzalez 
said of the need to clearly identify combatants 
and noncombatants. 

He cited cases involving children and wom- 


nee "aec (| 
Civilian supporters of NPA warned 


en recruited by the NPA who later got hurt 
during armed clashes or during military or 
police raids. 

“In any battle, there will be civilian casual- 
ties ... which is not intended,” Gonzalez said, 
adding: 

“The government never likes to hurt civil- 
ians. That's why you speak about collateral 
damage.” Armand N. Nocum 


Left groups on orders of battle, say papers 


From page Al 
antry as well as professionals. 

"t is often the case that whatever assess- 
ment is produced, it is invariably inconclu- 
sive, superficial, and/or completely off-tan- 
gent with che real picture," the document 
said. 


Quarterly review 

The "target research concept" would re- 
quire intelligence units to do an extensive re- 
search on "sectoral and NDF front (National 
Democratic Front) organizations," starting in 
September 2004 until June 2005. Their out- 
putwould serveas a basis fora quarterly "sec- 
toral and front organization order of battle,” 
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according to the document. 

An order of battle is a list of enemies 
ranked according to their importance. 

Background information accompanying 
the paper showed the front organizations to 
be instrumental in bringing the Communist 
Party of the Philippines’ program to the fore 
through the various sectors they represent. 

“CPP programs are being implemented on 
the various sectors composing the positive 
forces of the revolution which is crafted and 
implemented through the different CPP sec- 
toral front organizations,” the paper said. 
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organizations, said it submitted the papers to 
Human Rights Commissioner Dominador 
Calamba two weeks ago. 

Carl Anthony Ala, KMP information officer, 
said his group received the documents via e- 
mail from a source inside Camp Aguinaldo. 

The Inquirer likewise received copies of the 
same documents from a source close to per- 
sonalities in the military and in the main- 
stream opposition. 

"The papers don't say outright that mem- 
bers of sectoral groups are to be killed but 
they do use the term neutralize. Now, what 
does neutralize mean? These already point to 
the attacks against members of militant 
groups," Ala told the ноля. 

The use of the term "Order of Battle” in 
which sectoral groups would be listed also 
had the militant group thinking they would 
be placed on a so-called hit list. 


Phase 2 and 3 

Phase 2 of the target research would re- 
quire the drawing up of “a separate” order of 
battle for sectoral and front organizations. 

Phase 3 requires a case buildup against per- 
sonalities and sectoral organizations support- 
ing the CPB the New People's Army and the 
National Democratic Front. 

Philippine National Police Director General 
Arturo Lomibao yesterday said he believed 
the government could stamp out the insur- 
gency in two years if it is supported by the 
public. 

It would also be up to the public to monitor 
human rights abuses that might arise as a re- 
sult of the stepped-up campaign against the 
rebels, Lomibao said. 


Government warned 


“Ifall helped here, [it can be done). The po- 
lice are not the only force. This is a total ap- 
proach. It will involve local government units 
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and all agencies of government to support 
program,” he said. 

"But most specially, [it will need] the sup- 
port of the masses, the entire Filipino people,” 
Lomibao said. 

“Collateral damage” can also be avoided if 
operational procedures are closely followed, 
hesaid. Е 

‘The announced administration objective of 
finally eliminating the insurgency prompted 
human rights groups yesterday to warn the 
government against violating its commitment 
to international human rights agreements. 

The Philippine Alliance of Human Rights 
Advocates (Pahra) said the past campaigns of 
Presidents Joseph Estrada against the Moro 
rebels and Corazon Aquino against the com- 
munists gave rise to the phenomenon of inter- 
nal refugees. 


Facing world community. 

"With the history we have, we know that 
human rights can never be protected, зо we 
expect a rise in human rights violations with 
this policy" Pahra secretary general Renato 
Mabunga said in a forum. 

“1 don't know how the Philippines can face 
the international community if human rights 
violations rise between now and 2008, when 
they expect to end the insurgency.” Mabunga 
said. 

‘The Philippines is a signatory to the Inter- 
national Covenant on Ecoomic, Social and 
Cultural Rights and isa member of the United 
Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC). 


Band-aid solution 

‘International human rights law strongly 
states that collateral damage should be avoid- 
ей by all means," said Ric Reyes, former exec- 
utive director of the Partnership for Agrarian 
Reform and Rural Development Services. 

‘Amnesty International (А) said the cam- 
paign was another band-aid solution to“a prob- 
lem that is way, way deeper than it seems” and 
‘which would not end while poverty lingered. 

Laban ng Masa chair Francisco Nemenzo 
said Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez’s state- 
‘ment that the loss of innocent lives might be 
unavoidable in the campaign against insur- 
gency was a "barefaced admission of disre- 
spect for human rights.” 

“It is another policy statement giving offi 
cial consent to the rampage of political 
killings... [of] unarmed activists," Nemenzo 
said 


Cases before UN 

“The P1 billion of the Arroyo ... {adminis- 
tration for military spending] will not amount 
to anything because the people's struggle will 
reemerge,” Nemenzo said. "There will always 
be those who will take up arms because of 
these policies.” 

Laban ng Masa, along with other groups, 
plan to bring up the human rights violations 
cases in the UNHRC, which convened in 
Geneva yesterday. 

"If the government finds it honorable to be 
a human rights protector, it should curtail 
policies that violate human rights." Mabunga 
said. With reports from Luige A. del Puerto 
and Blanche S. Rivera 


Don't keep Joma, 
Dutch gov't told 


By Armand М. Мосит 


THE GOVERNMENT APPEARS TO BE BENT 
оп demonizing Jose Ma. “Joma” Sison, exiled 
founder of the Communist Party of the Philip- 
pines, before the eyes of his Dutch hosts, 

That, at least, was the impression that Jus- 
tice Secretary Raul Gonzalez gave yesterday. 

In an interview, Gonzalez said the cases the 
government had filed against Sison in provin- 
cial courts were primarily intended to get him 
kicked out of the Netherlands, where he has 
been living in exile for 13 years. 

"We are trying to convince the Nether- 
lands to think that ... Sison is a criminal and 
they should not harbor criminals," he said 
of their objective in filing murder charges 
against Sison for the killing of ranking com- 
munist leaders Romulo Kintanar and Arturo 
Tabara 

“We are laying the ground rules to get the 
Netherlands to be convinced that these peo- 
ple are undesirables,” he said. "If the Nether- 
lands government will expel him, what ean he 
do? He has no passport?" 

"The Philippine government had canceled 
Sison's passport. 

Gonzalez said Sison had also been charged. 
with the killing of Cagayan Valley Gov. Rodol- 
fo Aguinaldo. 

"There are people complaining against 
them (the communists). The wives of some 
of the people whom they have killed are 
complaining against them. The govern- 
ment has filed charges against Sison and 
his group. These cases must be filed so that 
the Netherlands would know,” Gonzalez 
sai 
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*Collateral damage" 


USTICE SECRETARY RAUL GONZALEZ SAID THE 
other day that "you can't avoid collateral damage" in 
the conduct of the government's all-out campaign 
Gainst the communist insurgency. He said the loss of 

civilian lives might be unavoidable in the all-out war. 
“Collateral damage,” a euphemism first used by the 
United States military, means damage and destruction of 
targets or personnel not considered as 

EDITORIAL 


lawful military targets. The term was 
frequently used during the Vienam 
War and, again, during the invasion of Iraq. 

Inadvertent casualties and destruction inflicted on 
civilians during military operations are usually accept- 
able. Accidents do happen in everyday life, even in peace- 
time situations. But the trouble with the planned all-out 
war is that “collateral damage” may become not just an 
accidental or isolated occurrence but a fact of everyday 
life because of the overweening desire of President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo and her generals to finish off the commu- 
nist insurgency within two years. 

Even now, while the all-out campaign has not officially 
started, leftist activists are being killed by the scores. Not 
a week passes when a leftist activist is not slain in some 
part of the country. To date, 213 leftists have been killed, 
and the principal suspects are the Armed Forces and the 
police. With the acceleration of the campaign against the 
communist insurgency, shall we expect a doubling, if not 
a tripling, of the casualties in the ranks of the activists? 

The killing of the armed members of the New People's 
Army is to be expected. After all, they have taken up arms 
against the government, and they should expect violence to 
be met with violence. But what about the unarmed leftists 
who have chosen the legal path to wage their fight? Are 
they now officially fair game for the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines, the Philippine National Police and their shad- 
owy intelligence, special forces and paramilitary units? 

We suppose the intensified campaign will involve the 
concentration of forces on certain towns and cities identi 
fied as hotbeds of communist insurgency. Maj. Gen. Jovi 
to Palparan, commander of the 7th Infantry Divison, has 
pinpointed as targets the towns of Lubao and Sasmuan in 
Pampanga and the towns of Penaranda and General Tinio 
and Gapan City in Nueva Ecija. 

Palparan, whose iron-hand ways of dealing with rebels 
and their sympathizers has earned him the moniker of 
“Betdugo” (Executioner or Butcher), can be expected not 
to give a hoot about the lives and human rights of un- 
armed leftists and civilian sympathizers of the NPA. Wher- 
ever Palparan has been assigned he has left a trail of death 
and destruction. Can he be expected to be any more care- 
ful about observing the sanctity of the lives of unarmed 
civilians, as well as their human rights, now that the go 
ahead has been given for a full-blast offensive? And how 
many more Palparans are there in the military? 

Can we expect the military and the police not to gun 
down unarmed, defenseless civilians suspected of harbor- 
ing NPA guerrillas? Shall we now resign ourselves to seeing. 
entire villages and barangays being shot up and razed and 
their people rounded up and interned on suspicion that 
they are NPA sympathizers, if not actually NPA guerrillas? 

Can we expect the military to be careful to avoid killing 
unarmed civilians caught in the crossfire? Gonzalez has 
already given them a ready and pat answer: “They are 
part of the collateral damage” of the intensified campaign 
against communist insurgency. 

Massacres and bloodbaths have all been carried out in 
the name of suppressing insurgencies and civil wars. Af- 
ter the Balangiga massacre, American soldiers waged a 
“Kill and burn” campaign designed to reduce Samar to “а 
howling wilderness” during the Filipino-American War 
(called the “Philippine Insurgency” by the Americans). 
The massacre at My Lai was one of the most horrifying 
events during the Vietnam War which the great super- 
power America lost to Vietnamese wearing only black pa- 
jamas and rubber sandals and armed with the most prim- 
itive of weapons, In Iraq, scores of civilians are being slain 
in the campaign to stamp out the resistance, Are these 
considered “collateral damage”? 

We don't think the President and her generals will give 
a damn if unarmed leftist militants and activists and inno- 
cent civilians are killed in the all-out war against commu- 
nist insurgency. They have a deadly mission to carry out 
and a tight timetable to follow, and they will just charge 
the killing of innocent civilians to a convenient, catch-all 
euphemism: “collateral damage.” 
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Guarded skepticism 


AS EXPECTED, THERE'S AN UPROAR OVER 
President Macapagal Arroyos “end-game 
strategy” to crush decisively the festering 37- 
year communist insurgency. 

"Oplan Bantay Laya”, we're told, will infuse 
a billion pesos into the tattered under-funded 
Armed Forces of the Philippines, the weakest 
among Asean military forces. It would also 
plow into insurgent hotbeds P75 billion for de- 
velopment programs, hopefully without politi 

» clans pocketing most. 

There's cash spilling from the E.VAT and oth- 
er revenue measures. So, will the administra- 
tion fund the old “all-out-force and all-out- 
peace" approach? The late President Ramon 
Magsaysay decimated the Huk rebellion with 
that policy. 

The reaction, so far, has been one of guarded 
skepticism. Why? 

‘There've been the predictable knee-jerk re- 
actions. “Hysteria,” snorted Jose Ma. Sison 
from his bourgeois haven in The Hague. 
Anakpawis Party-List Rep. Rafael Mariano 
grumbled that the plan "killed the moribund 
peace talks between government and rebels." 

Who's kidding who? There's little prospect 
of the talks getting anywhere, given irreconcil- 
able ideological convictions, notes the Philip- 
pine Human Development Report 2005. 

Former communist rebel Brig. Gen. Victor 
Corpus put it more pithily in an earlier Ing7 in- 
terview: ‘Jose Ma. Sison is just using (the 
peace talks) for propaganda purposes... What 
һе wants is seizure of political power through 
armed struggle. Kaya hindi dapat magpauto 
ang gobyerno dyan. (Government shouldn't be 
conned by that)." 

But people with no ax to grind are con- 
cerned. Rebel ranks have ebbed since its peak 
in 1987, columnist Armando Doronila notes. 
There's no threat of a communist takeover. So. 
is the administration using war on the Reds, as 
the dictator Ferdinand Marcos did, as a ploy 
for mustering support? 

“In equating the Left with armed rebellion, 
(the President) effectively sanctions the use of 
death squads to silence political dissenters,” 


ISAW THE BBC DOCUMENTARY “HISTORY of 
World War Il,” a magnificent 25-disc work, 
some months ago, and found its first three 
parts in particular, entitled “The Nazis: A 
Warning from History” not just completely fas- 
inating but completely relevant to our times. 
Of course, nothing can ever compare with the 
evil that was Hitler or Nazism, which caused 
the wholesale slaughter of peoples, all the 
more chilling for its sheer cold-bloodedness. 
Nothing can compare with it, but you can find 
parallels with its methodology at least in Ferdi 
nand Marcos's declared martial law and GMA's 
undeclared one. 

Nowhere is the parallel more patent than in 
the use of scapegoats to justify the regime ог 
indeed advance its cause. Almost inexplicably 
from the 20-20 vision of hindsight, Hitler man- 
aged to drive home the contention to a tired 
and cynical German public that the Jews and 
communists were actually conniving to bring 
down the whole world. 

He was, of course, aided in this respect by 
the brilliantly demented Joseph Goebbels, his 
minister of propaganda, who unleashed the 
"Big Lie" theory of information, which said 
that the bigger the lie, the more likely it was 
going to be believed. To the end of his days, 
Hilter maintained that the Jews were behind 
the communist threat, financing it and even es- 
pousing it. A batty notion, but history is full of 
batty notions and people, which and who pro- 
duce not very batty consequences. 

Marcos, of course, was the original propo- 
ment of the “Left-Right” conspiracy in this 
country, which he advanced to justify martial 
law. The Left was the communists, whom he 
depicted as near to overrunning the country in 
1972 and was at least fomenting anarchy and 
strife, The Right was the “oligarchy.” given а 
face in particular by the Lopezes (Eugenio 
Lopez Sr. obliged unwittingly by holding his 
40th wedding anniversary with much opu- 
Тепсе, according to news reports, champagne 
flowing like fountains and some guests light- 
ing cigars with peso bills), who were funding 
the communists to prevent Marcos from work- 
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social scientist Randy David warns. 

The track record underscores this point. In a 
recent pastoral letter, the three Catholic bish- 
ops of Samar, for instance, denounced Ма} 
Gen. Jovito Palparan for trampling on common 
people in running communists to the ground, 

Uneasiness stems from a conviction of many 
that the insurgency's taproot is not an obsolete 
failed ideology. At the core of this protracted 
insurgency' center festers chronic hunger, ill 
health, shoddy schools and constricted oppor- 
tunities. People are shut off from land, credit, 
‘water, new seeds or fishing grounds, etc. by an 
avaricious and blind elite: local war lords, 
caciques, trad pols, with uniformed “praetori- 
an guards.” These fan rebellion. 

“Oplan Bantay Laya” will be rammed 
through in a country where three worlds jostle, 
economist Sixto Roxas pointed out: that of im- 
poverished indigenous people, the countryside 
folk and imperial urban centers. 

Poverty incidence can run as high as 64 per- 
cent, as in Zamboanga del Norte, the latest sur- 
vey shows. These mock ће complacent admin- 
istration claims that benefits will trickle down 
from a “growing economy.” 

In such a setting, the poor do not produce. 
Neither do they bother to conserve increasing- 
ly scarce resources like water or forests. Why 
should they? They have little stake in a system. 
that offers them little beyond redistribution of 
penury. 

Many dispossessed have seen “pro-poor” pro- 
grams atrophy from bureaucratic sludge. Others 
have grown cynical over foot-dragging on re- 
forms, by an administration surviving by the skin 
ofits teeth as ме] as by a tainted opposition. 

This cynicism is corrosive. It exacerbates so- 
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ing his reforms. A batty notion from hindsight, 
but one too with murderous consequences. 

Comes now GMA with her own Left-Right 
‘conspiracy, which she first articulated when she 
declared РР 1017. It is a virtual rehash of the 
martial law justification and little wonder be- 
cause PP 1017 was meant to be that. The idea 
was amplified by the government propaganda 
machine-shades of Goebbels and Greg Cen- 
daiia— particularly in the form of the so-called 
documentary "Sagot sa Kataksilan: 1017,” 
which conjured a conspiracy by communists 
and rightist military officers, aided by the rich, 
notably the Cojuangeos who stood to have Ha- 
cienda Luisita land-reformed. The Не hasn't sold. 
well, ironically because it still retained a small 
grain of truth to it, so the GMA regime has gone 
whole hog and unleashed the Big Lie with the 
hope it would produce better results. 

‘That Big Lie is that the communists are to- 
day's scourge of the land and must be wiped 
ош posthaste. 

People have been asking me of late why 
СМА seems to have the hots for the Reds when 
they scem largely marginal to today's equa- 
tion. The reason is simple: She needs a scape 
goat, just as Marcos did. And well before them, 
the way their role model, Hitler, did. 

When Marcos trotted out the Reds as a 
scapegoat, he at least had a few things going 
for him. Though the Reds were not responsible 
for the bombings in Greater Manila (as it was 
called then)—he was, just as GMA probably is, 
by way of Norberto Gonzales—they had at 
least become a force to reckon with. And 
though they were not strong enough to over- 
run the country at the time, they had at least 
the potential to do so in time, their numbers 


cial tensions. It also lowers the threshold for vi- 
lence. 

"Poverty without end а state of emergency 
itself... And the Philippines seems to be always 

а state of emergency no matter who is in 
power.” Fr. Shay Cullen wrote in Hong Kong's 
Sunday Examiner. "As one elite group of pow- 
erful families square off against another, the. 
nation stagnates, poverty spreads. And just a 
few, too few, truly care. That's our permanent 
state of emergency and there is no end in sight. 
Its not political. Ёз moral." Я 

Ifthe past five decades taught us anything, it 
is this: firepower, or throwing money at em- 
bedded social injustices, do not squelch insur- 
gency. Nor will they spur economic break- 
throughs. A capacity to blow up the underfed 
does not ensure national security. 

Others question if this will not distract us 
from the changes in threats to national security. 

"Since 1994, (the Philippines’) lawless 
southern islands have replaced Afghanistan as 
the main training ground and refuge for 
Southeast Asian jihadists,” an Australian Na- 
tional University study points out. 

"Graduates of Mindanao's terror camps now 
rival in number the older generation of South- 
east Asian Afghan alumni that forged ties with 
Al-Qaida," Kit Collier and Malcolm Cook write. 
“Veterans of Mindanao camps took part in al- 
most every JI-linked bombing. 

А crack down in Indonesia is driving terror- 
ists out. Southern Thailand is sealed off for 
them. So, they seep across Mindanao's porous 
borders and “are embedded in a volatile Muslim 
insurgency." The MILF however, "s riven by fac- 
tions, and its leaders can ot, or will not, exclude 
terrorists from areas that they control.” 

"Only in the Philipppines do state failure, 
chronic insurgency and proliferating ties be- 
tween local and foreign terrorists come togeth- 
er ina lethal cocktail," they add. “State failure 
in southern Philippines now places the entire 
region at risk.” 

Just how “Oplan Bantay Laya” addresses 
this emerging threat is not clear. The murki 
ness explains part of today's skepticism. 


swelling like a flood by the day. 

None of that is there today. What has laid 
the communist movement low, as Гуе always 
contended, is not the military defeats they 
have suffered over time, it is the ideological 
and moral debacles they have suffered along 
the way. The potential of the movement to 
grow has been halted since the late 1990s by 
the Fall of the Wall, a modern metaphor for 
Humpty Dumpty, whose own fall precluded те 
constitution, and the revelation of the “killing 
fields,” both of which dulled the sheen it radi- 
ated in the past. Ifthe movement continues to 
exist today, it is simply because of the hunger 
and misery of the poor. It is no longer the ca- 
pacity of the movement to inspire the youth 
that swells its ranks, itis its capacity to give 
succor, if not hope, to the desperate. 

As Gen. Raymundo Jarque asked in the past 
and as the Magdalo officers are asking in the 
present, where is the sense in shooting down. 
people whose only crime is to want to fend off 
the ravages of poverty and oppression? 

The sense, as far as GMA is concerned, is 
survival. Hitler at least fanatically loathed the 
Jews and believed till the end of his days they 
had to be obliterated from the face of the carth 
asa matter of necessity. The current attempt to 
wreak a minor holocaust upon the Reds merely 
reeks of cynicism—like Mt. Everest, they just 
happen to be there. The public can be counted 
оп not ro mind their slaughter. The expected. 
result of all this being to divert attention from 
the illegitimacy of GMA's rule. 

GMA has already tried to show that the 
scourge of this country is the political system, 
which can be solved by Cha-Cha, and that 
hasn't sold. She has already tried to show that 
the scourge ofthis country isthe Senate, which 
can be solved by abolishing it, and that hasn't 
sold. Now she is trying to show that the 
scourge of this country is the Reds, which сап 
be solved by exterminating them, That too 
won't sell, even if it will leave a mountain of 
corpses along the way. For a simple reason: 

‘The public knows who the real scourge of 
this country is. 
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EARIY MORNING LAST WEEK, EN ROUTE TO 
an early meeting, I heard GMA Networks ace com- 
mentator Mike Enriquez discussing over radio 
with his reporter the latter's report that a second 
impeachment case against President Macapagal- 
Arroyo would be filed by the opposition when 
Congress opens on July 24. The issue is still about 
alleged poll fraud. Enriquez’s immediate reaction 
‘was, would the political turmoil that would ensue 
from such move benefit the country and the econ- 
оту? I think that’s а fair question to ask, but then 
that’s assuming the opposition is primarily seeking 
the welfare of the country It seems to be only after 
ousting GMA by fair or foul means. 


‘The reaction of GMAts lawyer, Romulo Macal- 
intal, to the report of a second impeachment is 
‘worth looking into. He opines that up to now the 
first impeachment case isnot a closed book inas- 
much as three opposition House members, led 
by Cebu Rep. Clavel Martinez, had filed a case 
seeking temporary injunction from the Supreme 
Court soon after the House threw the case out 
last September. Macalintal says that since the 
Court has not decided on that case, a second im- 
peachment would violate the constitutional bar 
against two impeachment cases being filed with- 
in the same year against the same official. If the 
opposition files that second case, he says he 
would challenge it in the light of this unresolved 
first case, And even if the Court should throw out 
the first case before July 24, the bar would still 
apply. It looks like the opposition overlooked 
this question in its eagerness to get GMA. 

By the way, I wrote many months ago about the. 
revision of ballots in Cebu being conducted by the 
Presidential Electoral Tribunal that arose from the 
protest case filed by former Sen. Loren Legarda 
against Vice President Noli de Castro. At that time, 
Macalintal, who's the lawyer of both GMA and De 
Castro, asserted that no significant finding of poll 
fraud was uncovered in Cebu, where GMAS lead 
over Fernando Poe Jr was 1.02 million votes. 
Macalintal told me that the revision in Cebu was 
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recently finshed and the same findings remained 
the same: no significant fraud. In her petition, 
Legarda claimed she would gain some 400,000 
votes in Cebu alone, but it seems not to have mate- 
rialized after the PET s 25 revising committees fin- 
ished their work, although Legarda still claims 60 
percent of the results are fraudulent. 

At this point, Macalintal i pressing the PET for a 
“partial determination" of results on the basis of one 
argument: for the Cebu revision alone Legarda and 
De Castro had to submit one million documents 
each. After Cebu, there are still 42 provinces includ- 
ed in Legarde’s petition. He that if Cebu, 
which has the biggest number of votes after Metro 
Manila, did not yield any significant evidence of 
fraud, why proceed to the other provinces? Macalin- 
tal says her case should be thrown out already. 

Macalintal is arguing from the standpoint of 
practicality. But there's another issue, especial- 
ly in the light of reports of a second impeach- 
ment case being prepared. Results for the two 
highest officials were drawn from the same bal- 
lots recently revised in Cebu, and Macalintal 
stresses that no significant fraud was un- 
earthed in both cases. If this is so—and the PET 
is in the best position to knows this—the issue 
of GMA's legitimacy ought to be laid to rest. If 
Cebu's 1.02 million votes were found to be gen- 
erally fraud-free, it stands to reason that GMA's 
claimed 1.2 million vote margin over FPJ has a 
stronger basis than the Garci tapes. The latter's 
authenticity has never been established, and 
the opposition has admitted that they have 
been edited and tampered with. Must the econ- 
оту suffer from renewed political instability 


over a second impeachment complaint? 


1 earlier cited Speaker Jose de Veneciz's plea to 
recent high-ranking Chinese visitors, led by Minis- 
ter of Commerce Bo Xilai, to help jumpstart the RP 
economy through investments in such projects as 
building one million low-cost houses and 75,000 
to 100,000 schoolhouses. But his speech at the 
opening of the First RP-China Economic Partner- 
ship Forum last June 5 was interesting also for the 
picture it painted of China's amazing progress. 

“DY noted that hia growth has exceeded even 
Japan's phenomenal a century ago. Japan 
denied ts foreign trade over 20 years, wl Chia, 
between 1980 and 2000, multiplied it five times. In 
fact, the Speaker noted, some analysts expect Chi- 
na's СОВ estimated by Bloomberg to be worth $2.16 
trillion in 2005, will become the world's largest be- 
fore 2040, su that ofthe United States. With 
the recession in other parts of Asie, China has 
emerged as the region's engine of growth. 


IDV stressed that China's amazing growth is 
also creating the “greatest mass emancipation 
from poverty the world has ever seen.” He not- 
ed that from 1990 to 2002 alone, China has 
raised 233 million of its people from poverty 
to middle-class status (although it’s widely ac- 
knowledged that the vast remote hinterlands 
of China remain mired in deep poverty). With 
the rise of an afluent Chinese middle class 
(mainly along the eastern seaboard and in the 
south), he noted that even Chinese tourism 
holds great potentials for RP's economy. About 
30,000 Chinese tourists visited RP in 2004, 
and that jumped to 100,000 in 2005. A project- 
ed 87-percent increase in 2006 should jack up 
that figure close to 200,000, but that repre- 
sents only a tiny fraction of the Chinese who 
visit our neighbors, such as Singapore, 
Malaysia and Thailand. Three million Chinese 
tourists visit the Asean states every year and 
this is bound to grow rapidly. De Venecia told 
the Chinese dignitaries that we want to see 
halfa million Chinese tourists here per year. 


A glimpse of Russian culture 


IT WAS BUT A GLIMPSE OF RUSSIAN CULTURE 
and arts, snippets of dance and music, but it was 
enough to rouse one's curiosity and send mem- 
bers of the audience into rapturous appreciation 
by evening's end. 

The Russian Cultural Festival, held from June 
14-18 at the Cultural Center of the Philippines, 
was held to commemorate the 30th anniversary 
of the establishment of diplomatic relations be- 
tween Russia and the Philippines and to celebrate 
Russian National Day. Wisely, the organizers de- 
cided to center the celebration on culture, ех 
hibiting facets of Russian arts, as well as to 
demonstrate the collaboration between Filipino 
and Russian artists. The last is exemplified by Bal- 
let Manila, whose founder and director, Lisa 
Macuja Elizalde, studied ballet in Russia and es- 
tablished a ballet school following the Russian 
“Vaganova” method of training, with the help of 
Russian dance masters and mistresses. 

So it was only apt that the Gala Night of the 
Festival last Saturday evening opened with Ballet 
Manila in "Dancing to Verdi," choreographed by 
"Tony Fabella, and a staple of BM's repertoire. 

The number allowed the BM dancers to display 
their technique and artistry to the hilt, but as al- 
ways it was Lisa, dancing with new partner Ger- 
ardo Francisco, who raised the bar with her exu- 
berance and energy. 

Ballet Manila was followed by a pair of pas de 
deux by Bolshoi Ballet stars Ekaterina Shipulina and 
Ruslan Skvorsov in “Chopiniana,” and Nelli 
Kobakhidze and Alexander Volchkov in “Giselle.” 
Impeccable in technique, lovely in their lyricism, the 
“Stars of Bolshoi” made their dancing seem effort- 
less, with smooth lifts and truly breathtaking turns. 

‘Another pait—Anastasia Goryacheva and Andrei 
Bolotin—mesmerized with their pas de deux of 
“Tarantella,” while a female soloist, who wasnt 
mentioned in the program, though Ї think it was 
Shipulina, capped the baller numbers with Saint- 
Saens "Dying Swan.” She impressed with her sensu- 
ous arms and liquid leg movements, though ec she 
lacked in emotion and dramatization. Stil, it wasan 
evening with enough treats for the baller lover. 
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GIVING the local audience a taste of Russian 
folkloric arts was a group called “The New 
Names of Moscow Folklore Ensemble,” com- 
posed of musicians Yulia Neverova, Alexandra 
Skroznikova, Sergey Yakimoy, and Sergey 
Kotikov playing the balalaika and other tradi- 
tional stringed instruments and the accordion, 
anda vocalist, Elena Clebova. 

The ensemble, decked out in colorful folk 
costumes, charmed with traditional and folk 
melodies, including a "Russian national song" 
entitled “Valenki.” 

But the troupe won over their audience with 
an unexpected encore, when, returning from 
backstage after their final curtain call, they took 
their positions once more and started with the 
opening strains of “Bahay Kubo,” as Clebova 
sang the familiar lyrics. Everyone was delighted, 
especially by Clebova's utterly heartfelt rendition 
of what is essentially a local children's ditty. The 
gesture undoubtedly endeared the ensemble to 
the audience, their efforts to learn and master a 
Filipino song much appreciated and enjoyed. 
With the troupe was art director V Krougloy, а 
“People’s Artist of Russia,” and Ivetta Voronova, 
president of the New Names Foundation. 
CLIMAX of the Gala Night was pianist Denis Mat- 
suev, dubbed by international music critics as а 
“rising star" on the world stage, best known for 
his "classical romantic piano repertoire 

"This Matsuev demonstrated ably with Liszts 
"Hungarian Rhapsody No. 2," followed by two 
nen numbers which he played with soulful in 
spiration, spurred no doubt by the audience's 
most enthusiastic reception. 


Matsuev’s artistry and energy was all the more 
surprising given that, as Susan Macuja confided, he 
had left Moscow the evening before nursing a 40- 
degree fever. He was scheduled to perform the next 
evening with the San Miguel Philharmonic Orches- 
tra and, given the quality of his playing at the Gala 
Night, 'm sure he more than acquitted himself. 

Вот in 1975 in Siberia, Matsuev made his 
mark on the world stage when he won first prize 
in the 1998 11th International Tchaikovsky Com- 
petition in Moscow, which no pianist had won for 
years. He has since blossomed into a performer 
of, as one critic noted, "immense charisma and 
jaw-dropping technique.” The charisma was very 
much in evidence as Matsuev strode to his piano, 
but the personal charm and gallantry was even 
more evident as he lost himself in the music and 
smiled indulgently at the audience at the end of 
each piece, even the second encore. 

Perhaps because Matsuev was not expected to 

render two more numbers, the gala performance 
came to an abrupt end when the house lights 
came on. The audience got the cue, but that 
didn’t stop them from rhapsodizing about the 
good-looking Matsuev long afterwards! 
INDEED, the evening's performance gave us 
but a glimpse, tantalizing and intriguing, of 
the richness of Russian culture. Once subsi- 
dized by generous state support, artistic com- 
panies like the Bolshoi have of late been forced 
to adapt to the "free market" system, forced to 
raise funds by mounting tours while seeking to 
broaden its repertoire. But as the Bolshoi 
“stars” show, despite the hard times, the Bol- 
shoi Company and School have not lowered 
their standards, their rigorous training and fi- 
delity to the classics evident in their perfor- 
mances. There's a lesson here somewhere for 
our artistic companies and sponsors—includ- 
ing government agencies charged with promo- 
tion of the arts. As long as artists like the Bol- 
shoi dancers, the folkloric musicians and the 
magnificent Matsuev continue to give their 
heart to their art, a nation's soul is not in dan- 
ger of being sold out anytime soon. 
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Wrestling with God 


MY LIFE, I BELIEVE, IS A WRESTLING MATCH WITH GOD. 
Ilike to think of myself as Jacob who wrestled with an an- 
gel of the Lord before reckoning with Esau and his past. I do. 


по: know if God will allow me to overcome Him. Bu 
thing is certain: I will not let go of Him until He blesses 
Thave a vivid memory. I can recall almost everything 


it one 


me. 


inmy - 


past. specially love to recall the years when my life revolved 


around playing 
games and being 
cuddled by my moth- 
er. But despite all the 
pictures I have 
stored in the photo 
album of my mind, I 
cannot pinpoint the 
moment I lost my in- 
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Ten a етед ОШ on current issues 


that innocence does 
not break as sudden- 
ly as a glass shatters. 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Rather, the process is gradual and innocence is removed lay- 
er by layer by every event in our life. Then suddenly it dawns 


upon us that we are naked and vulnerable to the harsh reali- 


ties of the world. 
It is really sad when, devoid of innocence, we cor 
know that life is more than who we are. 


Without my innocence now, after 19 years of living, T- 
know I am wrestling with God. I wrestle with Him because I 


me to. 


believe that what my life is going to be I must choose, not ac- 


cept. God has given me my share of trials, and 1 acce 


pt the 


tragedies and the sufferings. But I will choose how my life 
will go and my choice will not be dictated by any event that 


has happened or may yet happen. 
God has been generous to me with His blessings and 


trials 


During my grade-school years, my father, who was drunk ev- 


ery night, often hurt my mother physically. Our house was ' 
foreclosed by the bank and my mother lost everything shel." 
had because my father insisted on doing what he pleased; 


with her property. Then my sister, the eldest of us three sib; 


lings, got pregnant at 19. 


Tused to ask God what sins we had committed. If He wag 


teaching us lessons, I said, why did He have to be so hard апі! 
those” 
to my 


cruel. 1 cannot describe the trauma I suffered during 
times. Most of all, I pitied my mother who is closest 
heart. 

There were the times when I thought God was evil. 


her lest she reproach me. 
Tam now in my third year college, and looking back, 


Tread 
the Bible and it struck me that God did not tell Moses that He 
was a good God. All that He said was, "I am." My mother was ` - 
а very religious person and I did not share my doubts with + 


Treal? 


ize that all the events in my life are not random happenings, 
It seems that there is an Invisible Hand that arranges all the 
events like pieces in a puzzle. When tragedy strikes aix 


things look hopeless, something happens to right the: 
wrongs. But the saving event only solves the problem in part, : 


and the rest depends on us. 


My older sister gave birth to girl whom my parents adopt 


ed. My parents then sent her to one school after another, 
she never finished a course because she eloped with anot 


guy and then just dropped out. 


When I was in fifth grade, my mother left for the United- 


Aten, 


States and worked as much as her weary body allowed, 
six years, she was able to redeem our house. 


b 


‘Bur those six years were the hardest and saddest years of. 
my life, I had to deal with the other members of our family, 


whose principles did not match my own. I cried every night" 
for my mama to be back. During those years, my sister used 
the assets my mother had acquired with her saving to get a 


loan. When my mother came home my sister just disap- 


peared. After six years, my father and my sister had nothing, 


to show for the money she had been sending over. But my’ 


mother accepted this fate with resignation. 
My father still gets drunk every night but I do not 
him to hurt my mother anymore. Sometimes I wonder 


allow: 
т how, 


she can put up with him. I know she pities him. She knows 


that if she throws him out of our house, he would 
becomes obnoxious. Sometimes I have to swallow my 


er's earnings that keep our souls and bodies together. 


have 
nowhere to go. We have to bear with him when his behavior. 

anger 
when I see him carrying bottles of beer, knowing it is moth“ 


From all these events of my life, 1 can see that God merely 


gives us the blocks to build our lives. What we make of our, 


lives depends on us. 
From everything that has happened in my life, 1 


have 


come to believe that God is telling me: “Why cling to an exis- 


tence that is filled with sufferings and short of joys?” 
Thave known people who merely accept their fate. 


They 


are the cowards who cannot cope with changes because all 


her 


they wants the life they have grown accustomed to. They do 
not see their true possibilities because they are afraid that 
they may not be capable of overcoming the trials that come 


Will China’s capitalist revolution turn democratic 


COMMUNIST CHINA HAS EXPERIENCED A 
monumental capitalist revolution in the last two 
decades, with an economy that is now six times 
bigger than it was 20 years ago. A minor player in 
the global economy in the 19805, China today is 
the world's third largest trading power. But if these 
stunning economic statistics make you think that 
so much capitalist development must also have 
brought more democracy to China, think again, 

Most Westerners believe in a theory of liberal 
evolution, according to which sustained econom- 
ic growth, by increasing wealth and the size of the 
middle class, gradually makes a country more 
democratic, While the long-run record ofthis the 
ory is irrefutable, China's authoritarian ruling 
elite is not only determined to hold on to power, 
but it also has been smart enough to take adap- 
tive measures aimed at countering the liberaliz- 
ing effects of economic development. 

Thus, for all its awe-inspiring economic 
achievement, China has made remarkably lirle 
progresin political liberalization Indeed, judging 

by several key indicators, progress toward democ- 
racy in China has stalled, despite unprecedented 
economic prosperity and personal freedom. 

For instance, in the mid-1980s, Chinese leaders 
seriously discussed and later drew up a blueprint 
for modest democratic reforms. Today, the topic of 
political reform is taboo. Nearly all the major insti 
tutional reforms, such as strengthening the legisla- 
ture, holding village elections, and building a 
modern legal system, were launched in the 1980s. 
Since the Tiananmen Square massacre of June 
1989, however, not a single major democratic re- 
form initiative has been implemented. 

Instead of democratic transition, China has wit- 
messed a consolidation of authoritarian rule - the 
strengthening of a one-party regime through orga- 
nizational learning and adaptation. Since 1989, 
the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) has been pur- 
suing a two-pronged strategy: selective repression 
that targets organized political opposition and co- 
optation of new social elites (the intelligentsia, 
professionals, and private entrepreneurs). 

"This strategy emphasizes the malntenance of 
ап extensive law enforcement apparatus de- 


WoRLD 
View 


Minxin Pei 


signed to eliminate any incipient organized oppo- 
sition. Huge investments have strengthen: 
Peoples Armed Police (PAP), a large anti-riot 
paramilitary force whose specialty is the quick 
Suppression of anti-government protests by dis- 
gruntled industrial workers, peasants, and urban 
residents. Frequent deployment of the PAP is a 
major reason why the tens of thousands of collec- 
tive protests that occur each year (74,000 in 2004 
and 86,000 in 2005) have had a negligible impact 
оп China's overall stability. 

То deal with new emerging political threats, 
such as the information revolution, the Chinese 
government has spent mightily on manpower 
and technology. A special 30,000-strong police 
unit monitors and sereens Internet traffic, ad- 
vanced technology is deployed to block access to 
overseas websites considered "hostile or harm- 
ful," and Internet service and content providers, 
both domestic and Western, must comply with 
onerous restrictions designed to suppress politi- 
cal dissent and track down offenders. The regime 
has even conducted multi-agency exercises to test 
whether different government bodies could coop- 
erate closely to keep "harmful information" off 
the Net during an emergency. 

Having learned from the collapse of the Soviet 
Union that a bureaucratic ruling party must co- 
opt new social elites to deprive potential opposi- 
tion groups of leaders, the Communist Party has 
conducted an effective campaign of expanding its 
social base. The urban intelligentsia and profes- 
sionals have been pampered with material perks 
and political recognition, while new private en- 
trepreneurs have been allowed to join the Party. 

"This strategy of pre-emptive political decapita- 
tion has produced enormous dividends for the par- 
ty. In the 19805, its principal adversaries were the 


urban intelligentsia, who constituted the backbone 
of the pro-democracy movement that culminated in. 
Tlananmen Square. Today, the mainstream of the 
Chinese intelligentsia is an integral part of the rul- 
ing elite. Many have joined the Party and become 
government оба, and a large percentage enjoy 
‘Various professional and financial privileges. 

Predictably, the intelligentsia, usually the most 
liberal social group, is no longer a lethal threat to 
party rule. Worse, without support from this 
strategic group, other social groups, such as 
‘workers and peasants, have become politically 
marginalized and rudderless, 

‘Although the party's carrot-and-stick approach 
has worked since 1989, it is doubtful that it will 
retain its efficacy for another 17 years. To the ex- 
tent that China's authoritarian regime is by na- 
ture exclusionary (it can only incorporate a limit- 
ей number of elites), the co-optation strategy will 
soon run up against Из limits, and the party will 
no longer have the resources to buy off the intelli 
gentsia or keep private entrepreneurs happy. 

‘At the same time, selective repression can con- 
tain social frustrations and discontent only tem- 
porarily. As long as much of Chinese society views 
the current political system as unjust, unrespon- 
sive, and corrupt, there will always be a large 
reservoir ОНИ will coward the ruling elites. 

When things go wrong—asis likely, given mount- 
ing social strains caused by rising inequality, envi- 
ronmental degradation, and deteriorating public 
services—China’s alienated masses could become 
politically radicalized. And, unlike past protests, 
Which have usually been allied with students or 
‘members of the intelligentsia, popular disaffection 
might not have the virtue of rational leaders with 
whom the government could talk and negotiate, 

So it may be premarure for the party to cele- 
brate the success of its adaptive strategy. China's 
rulers may have stalled democratic trends for 
now, but the current strategy has, perhaps, mere- 
ly delayed the inevitable. Project Syndicate 


Minxin Pei В a senior associate at the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace and author of 
China's Trapped Transition. 


their way. 


But then there is the example of my mother who has suf- 


fered and endured so much and yet still managed to save us. 
from poverty. 1 think she challenged her fate and the fate of, 
itand 


her family. She did not accept it, she chose to change 
mold it according to her own design. 
That is how I want to live my personal legend. 1 we 


ant tó 
choose what I will make of God's gifts and trials. I believe , 


that by choosing, I will be able to forget a past that disap- 


points and that pains by looking back at the things that 
achieved to give me strength to carry on. 


finished high school with honors for both my academics 
knew 


and extracurricular activities. 1 strived hard even if I 


Thave 


that when I received my medals, my mother would not be 
around to share the joy with me. I did not allow my depres- 


sion and my loneliness to get in the way of the goals 1 set for. 


myself. These were the times when I almost forgot God and I 
merely depended on my personal strengths. But I know that. 


He never forgot me. 
T wrestled with my God and will continue to do st 


o. Be- 


cause no matter what He sends me, I will determine my own 


fate and the fate of my loved ones. Free will, after all, 


the 


best gift He has given to His children. But I pray that He will 


smile at me and bless me. 


‘Anton Dominic A. Magbanua, 19, is a 3rd year nursing stu- 


dent at the University of St. La Salle Bacolod. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTOR: 


published. 


Send your contributions by e-mail to youngbloodiunquir- 
fexcom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or if employed, the posi 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
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OPINION 


Filipino legacies in Nepal 


before the Everest conquest 


THE PHILIPPINES WAS AGOG AND OVER- 
flowing with pride last month with the con- 
quest of Everest by Leo Oracion, Erwin Emata 
and Romi Garduce. But few Filipinos knew 
that the airplanes that brought the Filipino 
mountain climbers to Kathmandu, Nepal, 
landed on an airport built by Filipinos more 
than 15 years ago. Yes, the runways, taxiways, 
parking aprons, access roads and most of the 
ground facilities of the King Tribhuvan Inter- 
national Airport were built by Philrock Inc., 
then the largest Filipino contractor for civil 
works and now a division of EEI Corp. 

Filipino engineers and skilled technicians 
labored in the cold and harsh environment, 
under the shadows of the Himalayan Ranges, 
to open a portal into the once reclusive king- 
dom—the birthplace of Buddha, the land of 
the Abominable Snowman called Yeti and the 
home of the fabled Shangrila. 

Not only that. There is one lasting legacy 
that the Filipinos share with the people of 
Nepal. It is known only to those who, like us, 
were fortunate to be there during those his- 
toric moments. 

On that cold, windy Saturday morning 
when we turned over the newly completed air- 
port to then His Majesty King Birindra Bir 
Bikram, on Feb. 17, 1990, the ceremonies were. 
shortened by a People Power Revolution, 
"which confirmed the week-long rumors that 


the people would rise against the corrupt 
monarchial government, After a very short 
speech on the ceremonial ground fronting the 

port terminal building, the King in his 
limousine, escorted by horse-mounted police- 
men and a truckload of Gurkhas, rushed back 
to the military-fortified Palace. There were 
talks that the marchers intended to trap the 
King in the airport or on the road. 

On our way back to the Philippine Com- 
pound at Tripureswar Road, we met the horde 
of people marching and carrying banners of all 
sors and long wooden poles that they 
thumped on the road as they shouted slogans 
in anger, and blocked the road and everything 
in their path. It was the first time that the once 
meek, humble and poor people of Nepal rose 
against their king. But the most astounding 
sight for me, a Filipino, was the people of a dif- 
ferent race wearing yellow ribbons, waving 
yellow banners, some of them flashing the L 
sign of Laban, and shouting Cory! Cory! Cory! 

"The People Power Revolution which started 
that fateful day in Nepal turned bloody and 
rages still to this day—and may go on for years 
until the people truly achieve their goals and 
win. Sad to say, People Power here in the 
Philippines, its birthplace, has died in the cold, 
numbing apathy ofthe Filipino people. 

—ABDON M. BALDE JR., 
18Dao St. Casimiro Village, Las Piñas City. 


Who's out to sabotage PCGG? 


THIS IS IN REACTION TO THE NEWS RE- 
port “Somebody out to sabotage PCGG, says 
Abcede.” (PDI, 6/12/06) 

Ricardo Abcede's claim is absurd because he 
and his boss Camilo Sabio are already doing 
that. Their insistence on striking a compromise 
deal with the heirs and cronies of Ferdinand 
Marcos, who plundered our country and de- 
prived millions of people of decent life, is unac- 
ceptable, Their twisted sense of justice de- 
means the Office of the Presidential Commis- 
sion on Good Government. 

The gains made by the coconut farmers dur- 
ing the time of Haydee Yorac as РССС chairper- 
son are now in jeopardy because the current. 
PCGG leadership, under Sabio and Abcede, is 
doing everything to prevent the execution of 
the Sandiganbayan rulings on the cases. 

The Office of the Solicitor General has filed 
two motions for execution for the partial sum- 
mary judgments rendered on the cases of the 
United Coconut Planters Bank and the Co- 
conut Industry Investment Fund Block in San 
Miguel Corporation (CIIF-SMC). This will en- 
able government to finally liquefy the shares 
and use the proceeds for the benefit of the co- 
солих industry and its farmers. The CIIF-SMC 
block alone is estimated to be worth P50 bil- 
lion. With the recent "discovery" of the co- 
conus market potentials and “value-added 
uses" (e.g, virgin coco oil, biodiesel, coco fiber 
nets), the coco levy funds, if prudently man- 
aged, could very well help the ailing coconut 


industry and its impoverished farmers. 

But the present PCGG has taken a new tack 
—it has become so aggressive in negotiating a 
compromise deal that will cover all the cases 
involving the ill-gotten wealth of Marcos and 
his cronies. 

In the case of the coco levy funds, the sce- 
nario is twice as worse because the courts have. 
already rendered decisions favoring the gov- 
еттеп! and the coconut farmers. In short, 
Sabio's PCGG, which is directly under the Of- 
fice of the President, after winning a number of 
major cases, is offering to strike a deal with 
Marcos crony Eduardo Cojuangco. 

Turge the PCGG officials to pursue true jus- 
tice and to adhere to the reason of its being. 
‘They should listen to and imitate the likes of 
Jovito Salonga, Simeon Marcelo and Haydee 
Yorac. If not, they should all resign from their 
post because they only bring shame and injus- 
tice to the people they have committed to 
serve. 

also urge the Sandiganbayan to decide on 
the cases once and for ай so that justice will be 
truly served to the millions of coconut farmers. 
Immediate resolution of the cases will prevent 
unscrupulous individuals from devising 
schemes that will benefit their selfish interests 
and those of their masters. 

—Liza С. Condino, 

Program officer 2, Coconut Industry Reform 
(COIR), Movement, Inc., 84 Masikap Ext, Brgy. 

Central, Diliman, Quezon City. 
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Call center 
industry: the 
graduates 
only hope? 


I АМ REALLY WOR- 
ried about the analy- 
sis made by the Con- 
tact Center Associa- 
tion of the Philippines 
(CCAP). (Infotech 
Section, PDI, 
6/12/06) 

1s the call center in- 
dustry all that our 
graduates can hope to 
work for in the Philip- 
pines? 

“CCAP — reported 
that of the 400,000 
Filipino college grad- 
uates per year, only 
100,000 are immedi- 
ately employable. Of 
this 100,000 only 
12,000 could pass re- 
quirements to work 
as contact center 
agents. This is still 
well below е 
60000 — minimum 
needed by the call 
center industry" 

Besides, who are 
the target clients of 
these call centers? 
Aren't they mostly Fil- 
ipinos who are based 
overseas? Are the hir- 
ing managers them- 
selves really English- 
proficient? What kind 
of English do they re- 
quire? What level of 
English proficiency is 
necessary for the 
graduates to be ac- 
Cepted? With these 
unclear parameters, 
why is it that English 
proficiency of college 
graduates is given too 
much weight or made 
a requirement for 
their entry into the 
call center industry? 
Does this industry re- 
ally help improve the 
economy of the coun- 
чу? 

—TONETTE BINSOL, 

"www.tpmovers.org 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about the treatment of news and photos by the Inquirer, you may 
write to the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, 
of Makati or send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail readersadvocate@ inquirercom.ph 

Writers of leters to the editor are requested to include their complete address and telephone or pager number or e-mail ad- 
dress for verification purposes. The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless such information is supplied. 
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The beautiful game live on TV for Filipinos 


THE WORLD CUP IS UPON US AGAIN. THIS 
quadrennial single sporting event rivals the 
Olympics. It is embraced by billions of specta- 
tors around the globe. 

Conflicts sometimes stop because of this 
event, business comes to a halt ín all of Europe 
and South America. But itis saddening that we. 
Filipinos have yet to realize that this is the 
sport suited for us. 

This sport does not require stratospheric 
height or heavy brawn. I am not saying that 
it is a sport for midgets, but our height and 
build is really suited for this game. We are 
crazy about basketball and yet we don't 
even have a national team that can compete 
with a winning chance in international 
games like the Olympiad. I envy our Asian 
neighbors for they have teams in the ongo- 
ing World Cup where I think we can fare bet- 
ter. 

Fortunately, the media can help in “expos- 


ing” our people to what Pelé calls “the beauti-- 
ful game." Unfortunately, some people in the 
media are denying the masses the opportunity 
to watch the World Cup live, by showing the 
games a day or so after they are played. 

In 1994, 1998 and 2002, 1 watched the 
World Cup on Sky Cable, specifically on chan- 
nels NHK and Television Espafiola and on Thai 
stations. I hope that Sky Cable, along with all 
the local channels, will air live the games in the 
next World Cup in 2010, so thatthe young peo- 
ple can watch it and develop a love for the 
beautiful game. 

Tam calling the attention of all concerned, 
especially politicians, sports officials and the 
people behind the National Telecommunica- 
tions Commission to make the necessary steps 
to bring abouta live, full media coverage of the 
next World Cup. 

—GIRILO PHILIP ALBERT C. DORONILA, Y $ 
pepperurut@yahoo.com 


Is PSALM acting right on YNN’s Masinloc bid? 


WE WOULD LIKE TO ADD OUR VOICE TO 
the chorus of comments made on the YNN bid 
for the Masinloc power plant. The different 
views aired in the media have definitely 
brought to the fore the need for Power Sector 
Assets and Liabilities Management Corp. 
(PSALM) to fast-track the privatization of the 
National Power Corp., this being one of the 
preconditions to the implementation of open 
access and retail competition. 

The National Association of Electricity Con- 
sumers for Reforms (Nasecore) supports 
Napocors privatization as a means to allow 
competition’ and arrest the soaring cost of 
power in the country. However, we do not 
‘want any form of irregularity to taint the pro- 
cess. Right after the first article on this contro- 
versy came out, we wrote PSALM, requesting a 
copy of the bidding guidelines for us to deter- 
mine whether it indeed violated its own rules 
to favor YNN. We are still awaiting its reply. 

But what bothers us even more is the mani- 
fesly well-organized campaign to force 
PSALM to veer away from its liberal position 
on the issue, have YNN's contract forfeited, 
and drive away prospective investors, like the 


guum пом 


лрын пови 


Malaysian firm Ranhill Power Berhad. We do 
not object to this kind of campaign for as long 
as it is meant to promote the common good, 
the interest of electricity consumers, in partic- 
ular. 

Ranhill has been mentioned and reported 
ready to provide the financia! package re- 
quired of YNN's Masinloc bid. From the Int 
net, we have gathered that Ranhill is a mul 
faceted organization that has contributed si 
nificantly to the building of a new Malaysia. 
PSALM may be right in giving YNN-Ranhill un, 
til June 30, 2006, the second deadline, to de“ 
liver the required upfront bid payment of $227 
million. After all, YNN's bid was the biggest 
and, as observers are saying, will be hard to 
duplicate in another bidding held around this 
time. 

But this is not to say that our legislators 
should not conduct their own investigations so 
the public may be protected, somehow, if in- 
deed there is an anomaly here. 

—PETE L. ILAGAN, president, National 
Association of Electricity Consumers for 
Reforms, Parafiaque City 
nasecore2003@yahoo.com, 
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ARMY TROOPERS HELPED EVACUATE ABOUT 
450 residents from the restive Mount Bulusan af- 
terthe volcano spewed ash and gravel in a new ex- 
plosion over the weekend, officials said Monday. 

local disaster relief official 
Noel Pura said about 350 resi- 
dents were ferried by military 
trucks and government vehicles 
from villages close to the volcano 
in Juban and Irosin towns, 390 
km southeast of Manila, to evacu- 
ation centers about 5 km away 

Mayor Edwin Hamor of nearby 
Casiguran town said another 100 
villagers living near the slopes of 
the volcano moved to a high 
school, but that most of the men 
stayed behind to guard their 
homes and farms. 

‘Authorities estimated more 


Scientists said they needed to 
gather more details and possibly 
conduct another aerial survey of 
Bulusan's summit—the second in 
a week—before they can assess 
prospects of a major eruption. 

Renato Solidum, director of 
the Philippine Institute of Vol- 
canology and Seismology, said 
Sunday's explosion belched ash 
up-to two kilometers into the 
sky, accompanied by a number 
of mild tremors. No one was 
hurt and the volcano was re- 
ported quiet on Monday, offi- 
cials said. 
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Bulusan folk moved; danger zone widened 


radius of the volcano. 


the move. 


Last eruption 


1994. 


fate uncertain 


in case of major eruption 


SORSOGON CITY—WITH NO EXACT DATE 
for the big explosion, which the Philippine In- 
stitute of Volcanology and Seismology said 
could be within a few months to a few years, 
local government units (LGUs) here face un- 
certainty in coping with the growing needs of 
disaster management for a long period. 

Mayor Edwin Hamor of Casiguran said that 
as of yesterday, with the current resources 
they have—which included a calamity fund of 
P1.4 million, the LGU could only sustain for 
15 days evacuees and the operation of res- 
ponse management. 

But Hamor was optimistic that they could 
manage to overcome the challenges of the 
disaster response capabilities of the LGU in 
their town with donations from several agen- 
cies and institutions pouring in, 

He said they have not yet spent a single 
centavo from the calamity fund because of the 
donations that came in earlier. 

Hamor said they needed food, medicines 
and other donations that are relevant to the. 
needs of the evacuees. He said clothes are last. 
in the list of the town's wish list. 

Yesterday, 41 families were taken in here 
from the village of Inlagadian. The city gov- 
ernment had to start spending for their daily 
food in the evacuation centers, 


Disaster plans 

The Ingumer obtained a disaster preparedness 
plan that details the specific actions and persons 
responsible inthe event of major eruption. 

їп Juban town, Mayor Marites Guab-Fraga- 
ta revealed that they have only P1.2 million 


$s. 


LIFE goes on at a normal pace for this farmer 
near the Bulusan volcano, 


and that they would spend not only for the 
food of the evacuees but also for operational 
expenses like gasoline. 

Guab-Fragata said they have already 
agreed on the details of the specific response 
plan ofthe town with two of its villages within 
the danger zone. 

Sixty-six families are already housed in evac- 
ation centers comprising 302 individuals. 

In case of a major eruption, the Juban LGU 
has to feed at least 2,454 individuals from the 
two villages in the danger zone areas and they 
need at least P450 per family a day to feed the 
evacuees housed in schools. 

She said the town started spending from 
the calamity fund yesterday and acknowl- 
edged the help of the provincial government 
and the Department of Social Welfare and De- 
velopment for the provisions given them. 

The Municipal Agriculture Office here has 
estimated that the March 21 ash explosion had 
damaged some P13 million worth of bananas, 
‘coconuts and other crops and that another 
P2.6 million was damaged as of yesterday. 

Guab-Fragata said the LGU has no specific 
disaster response plan for Mt. Bulusan’s erup- 
tion but prepared a general plan for the town 
covering only typhoons and floods. 


Exaggeration 

But Manuel Olondres Jt., former mayor of 
Juban, Sorsogon, said media and some local 
officials were actually exaggerating the situa- 
tion, which created fear and panic among the 
residents in their town. 

“The things that we are experiencing now 
is not yet life threatening and if you watch the 
television and read the papers it looked as if it 
was the end-of-the-world situation when in 
fact it was not,” Olondres said. 

He said his brothers and sisters in Manila 
had been calling him the whole day on шт: 
day worrying about them because of the re- 
ports in the media. 

Olondres added that he observed that some 
politicians might be using the volcanic activi- 
ty to spend the calamity fund and generate fi- 
nancial resources. 

But Guab-Fragata, the political nemesis of 
Olondres, said she was more interested in saving 
the calamity fund as much as possible so that it 
‘would be added to next year’s municipal budget. 

She said she was only forced to announce 
the declaration of calamity, which was passed 
by the town council on March 22, because of 
the explosion that happened on June 13. 

 Guab-Fragata said the state of calamity was 
originally declared so that the LGU employees 
could avail themselves of calamity loans for 
their families. 

In Irosin town, the Municipal Disaster Coor- 
inating Council here yesterday was also de- 
tailing the response plan of their municipality 
incase the situation worsens. Juan Escandor 
Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


than 20,000 people face a possi- 
ble evacuation in case of a major 
eruption, and set out plans for 
erecting tent cities outsidea 6-km 


Hamor said rains on Sunday 
night increased the danger of ash 
and debris falling from the vol- 
cano, prompting the evacuation 
of residents, who did not resist 


Bulusan's recent ash and gas 
ejections indicated molten rocks 
called magma may be moving up. 
within the volcano, but it wasn't 
clear whether it would lead to a. 
major eruption, Solidum said. 


Its last major eruption was in 


Thé Phivolcs advised local offi- 


cials to expand to 5 km the radius 
ofthe danger zone. 

Ernesto Corpuz, chief of vol- 
cano monitoring and eruption 
prediction division, said with the 
onset of the rainy season, resi- 
dents face two grave dan- 
gers—ashfall and lahar flow. 

Corpuz issued the advice as 
evacuation was ongoing in the 
towns of Juban and Casigu- 
тап. 

As the rainy season pro- 
gresses, the accumulated 
loose ^ volcanic material, 
whether old or new, would be 
eroded, move and mix with 
rainwater which could form 
into hazardous lahar and tor- 
rential flows. Bobby Labalan, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau; 
with AP reports 


Helping those 
who can't hear well 


hear better. 


Mis,Alice Tan 
SOLDIERS {Grandmother 
patrol an area 


near the danger 


i zone around 


Bulusan volcano 
during 
evacuation of 
residents too 
lose for comfort 
tothe volcano. 
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Nutritional aid for stroke patients, 
sufferers of Parkinson's disease 


There's more to the rehabilitation of stroke patients and the 
management of Parkinson's disease than the apparent. Often, 
impaired motor skilis affect the patient's ability to swallow, giving 
rise to a condition known as dysphagia. 


One of the ways to help the patient swallow his food is by 
increasing the thickness of consistency of his food. For years, 
caregivers used honey or gelatin to do this. 


Now Fresenius Kabi, the leader of infusion therapy and clinical 
nutrition in Europe, has introduced Thick & Easy in the Philippines 
Thick & Easy is a starch-based thickener that, when added to food 
and drinks, results in a dense, cohesive consistency that allows 
patients to swallow their food. 


Simple to use, Thick & Easy blends quickly and smoothly. It stops 
thickening after one minute, allowing the food to retain a uniform 
consistency. Food can also be frozen, thawed and re-heated. 


With Thick & Easy, food can be prepared in bulk and can be used in 
standardized menu. It also has a shelf life of three years. This make 
Thick & Easy time-saving and cost-effective. 


Versatility is another key quality of Thick & Easy. It has ño taste and 
can be mixed to achieve a wide range of consistencies—from syrup 
to pudding-like. It can also be used as a soaking solution for biscuits 
and breads so dysphagic patients can easily feed themselves and 
partake in a variety of food. Thick & Easy can also be used with a 
wide range of hot or cold food and drinks, in addition to creating 
varied, appealing and appetizing meals. 


Fresenius 
Kabi 


Caring for Lite 


Best of all, Thick & Easy releases 98% of the available fluids in food-which helps prevent 
dehydration among patients. It also minimizes the risk. of the food being misdirected to the 
lungs which may cause aspiration pneumonia, a potentially fatal condition 


Among those who are also likely to benefit from Thick & Easy are dysphagic patients whose 
condition results from motor neuron diseases, cerebral palsy, head injuries and surgeries to 
the head and neck. 


It is best to ask a doctor directly if a patient suffers from dysphagia. According to a 1998 
study, only 2% of dysphagic patients in long-term care are identified with the condition. Dr. 
Reynaldo R. Rey-Matias, a physical and rehabilitation specialist from St. Luke's Medical 
Center, also said that nearly half of all stroke patients suffer from an inability to swallow. 


Before the availability of Thick & Easy in the market, dysphagic patients had no choice but 
to tolerate pureed foods that often appear formless and unappetizing. Pureeing may also 
result in the separation of water and food pulp, producing a mixture of consistencies. 
Patients have a hard time controlling food with varied consistencies. Also, a limited range of 
foods are suitable for conventional pureed meals. 


More than being a conventional nutritional aid, Thick & Easy improves the quality of life of 
both the patient and the caregiver by allowing the patient the dignity of appetizing meals 
and making it easy for the caregiver to prepare nutritious meals for the consumers. 


Thick & Easy is available at selected Mercury Drugstores. For inquiries on the product, call 
Fresenius Kabi at 8096492 loc.123. 


Note: Moulds are available for FREE from Fresenius Kabi to make an appetizing meal for everyone. 
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Bacolod bishop says Cha-cha a manipulation 


BACOLOD CITY—BACOLOD “The people know that itisall “Itis also designed toremovethe cally like other nations with par- — Navarra said lawyers around following her ordeal with a failed 
Bishop Vicente Navarra on Sun- because of manipulation, said nationalisic and patriotic provi- liamentary formsof government. фе country opposed to the peo- impeachment case that was filed 
day said the Roman Catholic the bishop, referring to De Vene- sions of the Constitution,” he said. He said he was optimisticthat the рез initiative for Charter change over charges that she stole the 
Church would continue its infor- cias claim that there was over- Early this month, Navarra led country would have a unicameral now are preparing to question it 2004 elections and committed 
mation campaign against Снацег whelming support to the people's the faithful in an anti-Cha-cha parliamentary form of government before the Supreme Court. fraud to cover it up. 
change, as those pushing for Cha- initiative based on the numbers caravan throughout the Diocese in place by the end of the year President Macapagal-Arroyo Тһе President also survived at- 
cha do not have support of the of signature gathered. of Bacolod in Negros Occidental. е Venecia also said he was 98 expressed full support for Charter tempts to unseat her following the 
majority of the people. He said the peoples initiative Не also led a rally at the Bacolod percent sure that Charter change change, saying the day of reckon- resignation of nine of her Cabinet 

Navarra was reacting to the being undertaken to attain public plaza on June 12 toenjoin would take place this year leaving їп is near for those pushing for members who said she was inca- 
statement of Speaker Jose de change was “fraudulent” and іп. the people to oppose Cha-cha. а two percent possibility of a constitutional amendments and pable of governing because she 
Venecia last week that the peo- tended to prolong the power of Ое Venecia said on Friday that Supreme Court negative vote in those opposing it. ‘was too preoccupied with staying 
рез initiative for Charter change “generally corrupt incumbent the country needed toamend the cese the people's initiative was Мв Arroyos push for the inpower Carla R Gomes, PDI 
had overwhelming support. politicians and officials." Charter to move ahead economi- questioned by those opposed to it. amendments went into full gear Visayas Bureau 


Aussie swim ROUNDUP 
champ in RP © Catanduanes road half complete 


VIRAC, CATANDUANES—With less than a year before its scheduled com- 
for ecolo: Ё pletion, the multimilion-peso Catanduanes Circumferential Road Improve- 
* [К үе China Road and Bridge Corp. The National Economic and Development 
protection Authority Regional Project Monitoring Committee visited the province re- 
cently to verify ће contractor's claim that as of May 25, the construction 
phase for Contract Package 1 55.4 percent complete, or 13.4 percent 
BAGUIO CITY—GUESS WHO x ahead of schedule. With an original contract cost of P952.6 million, the pro- 
came to Cordillera to promote jects contract duration has been revised from 840 to 920 calendar days, 
awareness on the protection of with the revised completion date set May 5, 2007. 
the environment? ә Fernan Gianan, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
Olympic swimming champion ё : 
Clans Rooney of Andale vito | | Banahaw reforestation planned 
the tourist town of Sagada, Mt. LUCENA CITY—As part of continuing efforts to rehabilitate the mystical Mount 
Province, to support community : E 6 Banzhaw, Quezon Rep. Proceso Alcala Пей House ВИ No. 5120 that seeks a 
programs that protect the envi- z massive reforestation program in the mountain. Alcala sad the reforestation 
ronment. program wil inctude the planting of endemic fruit-bearing trees In the munici- 
Former Mayor Thomas Killip, palities of Dolores, Candelaria, Sariaya and Tiaong, al at the foot of the Mt. Ba- 
Meegeren gedore ~ nahaw-San Cristobal. The reforestation program at the other side ofthe moun- 
Terza aae, md. Мину» tain facing Lucban town is being inated by Quezon Rep. Rafal Nantes 
Е eea Фета T. Mallari Jr., PDI Southern Luzon Bureau. 
Seppe ae nine Sanchez’s men pass lie test 
chuck ds me M : CAMP VICENTELIM, Laguna— £ 
ра аи pene Eight close-in security staffer andtwo £ 
(ECP). These projects range from $; Ф bes d ене 
tree planting to micro-hydro Ёла: n рее 
р issues = ‘Sanchez had passed the polygraph 
pe taps OLYMPIC swimming champion Gian Rooney of Australia in a cave in Sagada. Rooney isin the Philippines test that the police administered оп 
Tewas the first time that the 25- о promote environment protection programs. VNCENTCABREZAPOINORTHERNUUZON BUREN them, police said. Supt. Ligaya Cabal, 
year-old Rooney visited the regional chiet ot the Crime Laboratory 
Philippines. j z ofthe Calabarzon police, said the test 
According to Killip, Rooney Fr Jerry Sagayo, pastoral for the campaign because she grated development projects un- оп Sanchez's aides, including eight ac- 
was impressed with the breadth priest of the St. Mary's Church in could bea very goodambassador der its community-based devel- tive police officers, revealed that “no 
ofcommunityworkoftheEpisco- Sagada, said Rooney would also of goodwill. Her visit to other opment program. deception is indicative of the test re- 
pal Church that she expressed promote the protection ofthe wa- communities in the Philippines _ Rooney burst into the interna- sults on the (subjects. Senior Supt. 
‘willingness to come back to con- ter system when she goes back to could inspire Other athletes to tional scene at 15 when she won Ricardo Padilla, head of the special подлог ANTHONTHISTADES. 
tinue her advocacy of protecting Australia. follow her lead in promoting is- Фе gold in the 100-m backstroke police team investigating the falled assassination on Sanchez, had earlier said 
the environment. "She is also into the preserva- sues such as environment, he of the 1998 Commonwealth thatthe test was meant to clear the aides of any complicity in the case. 
‘Based on our observation, we tion of environmental heritage, said. 3 Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
think thatshewillbeabletodraw so it was significant that she Aside from Sagada, Rooney al- he was a member of Aus- " 
attention and interest back inher toured Sagada and went to see so visited the rural communities tralia's 4 x 100-m medley relay 165th vigilante death 
country for whatever causes we the caves, thelakes and the water in Barangay San Jose in Flora, team that won the gold in the CEBU CITY—Atomb-maker was the 165th victim in vigilante style Kings 
faveinthe Cordilleraonenviron- system of the community” Apayao, and Barangay Tocucan 2004 Olympic Games in Athens, in Cebu City. Benjamin Raganas, 42, was busy making a tombstone when 
ment and even projects on an- Sagayo said. in Bontoc, Mt. Province, where Greece. Desiree Calusa, PDI де анн тааз е 
" Kilip said, н c E di ran e ide Carreta Public Cemetery al хот Av то. 
tipoverty,” Killip said. Killip said Rooney was tapped the ECP has implemented inte- Northern Luzon Bureau и 
shot Raganas. When the victim slumped to the ground, the gunman fired 


Experts asked to compute Cordillera water pricing 9""""""^^ нти 


BAGUIO CITY—ECONOMISTS agreed to apply an independent pact ofa new price scheme among the 50 poorest provinces Brutal killing : * 
О rdle ha askedlocal ad scientifically backed valua- ^ HesaidtheRDChasendorsed inthe country based ona series of SACOLODCITY- Тие case са буенча boy wo wes аен 
university experts to computethe tion of water in future transac- this request to Malacafiang be- studies comparing growth to а pese а ии. 
premium value of water flowing tions with investors on behalf of cause the government relies опа community's income. UM ok Telok а 
from the mountains down to the | indigenous communities. uniform standard for valuing na- А 2003 survey that measures (Ds police. Pe tesa owing da i 
5 я м у floating in a river in Sitio Curba Нас. 

lowlands, which will be charged Не said they have initially tional resources. expenditures only liss Mt. aya of Barangay Tabun-ak the police reported. Toboso police Investigator 
against industries that use the re- asked the University of the Philip- Regional economists, he said, Province among the country’s 10 $203 Oscar Sisican on Saturday said police also found cuts in the boy's 
source, like powerand mining. pines Baguio’s Cordillera Studies are convinced that these stan- poorest provinces, although Mt. brow, 

By putting a pricetagon water Center to begin the computa- dards have kept the region ata Province and Ifugao are also Carla P. Gomez, PDI Visayas Bureau 
harnessed by the Cordillera’s wa- tions. disadvantage. among the lowest performersina | > 
tersheds, regional developersare “We should undertake eco- The Cordillera is composed of list that measures income. Misuari release urged 
hoping to increase the economic nomie diplomacy. Everything we provinces that were carved outof Dacanay said part ofthe culprit GENERAL SANTOS CITY—The Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) has 
advantage of the region now that do must be revenue generating the Ilocos and Cagayan Valley re- could be the region's continued urged anew the government to release its leader Nur Misuari from deten- 
thegovernmentisorganizing“su- because once you are empow- gions to comply with a ceasefire reliance on national government tion. The MNLF leadership aired the appeal during the two-day MNLF lead- 
per regions,” said Leon Dacanay, ered, you бап do anything,” he agreement between slain rebel support. ership and peace consultation heid at Matutum Hotel and Restaurant here. 
deputy regional director of the said. priest Conrado Balweg and for-  Hesaid putting price onwater More than a hundred MNLF officials and followers showed up during the 
National Economic Development Dacanay said water that pow- mer President Corazon Aquinoin could help subsidize the mountain consultation. Murzhi Ibrahim, MNLF secretary general, said һе gevormeent 
Authority. ers hydroelectric dams or irrigates 1987. communities’ “financial autono- must release Misuari before the scheduled GRP-MNLF-OIC tripartite mest- 

Dacanay said the regional de- lowland farmlands are industries Dacanay said most of the my” Vincent Cabreza, PDI North- ing in July in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 
velopment council (RDC) has that will immediately feel theim- Cordillera provinces remain ern Luzon Bureau Aquiles Z. Zonio, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Rapist draws death 
as penalty nears end 


BACOLOD CITY—A REGIONAL victim was then strangled to 
trial court judge here mered out death and thrown into a canal. 
the death penalty toa 28-year-old The victim was ап honor senior 
man for the rape and killing ofa student at the Sum-ag National 
17-year-old high school honor stu- High School Cabug extension. 
dent despite the impending aboli- She represented her school in 
tion of the capital punishment, е Boys and Girls Week spon- 
Judge Anastacio Rufon, ofthe Ba- sored by the Rotary Club of Ba- 
colod RTC, found Guillermo Manay- colod and was named queen dur- 
оп Rama Jr guilty of the special ing a Filipino Week celebration in 
complex crime of rape with homi- her school, 
cide and sentenced him to death. During the trial, Juan Rubico 
The court said the capital pun- һай testified that he was the legal 
ishment could still be imposed on counsel who advised Rama to 
Rama because the death penalty plead guilty because the accused 
had not been abolished. admitted to him that he commit 
The Senate and the House of ted rhe crime. 
Representatives last week ap- He told the court that he ex- 
proved a bicameral report abo- plained to Rama the conse- 
lishing the death penalty. Presi- quences of his admission but the 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo said she accused said his conscience was 
‘would sign it into law prior toher bothering him. 
visit to the Vatican, Presented in court was an affi- 
With the vote, Congress hasre- davit of the convict wherein he 
pealed Republic Act No. 7659 or admitted that he brought the girl 
the Death Penalty Law, which was хо the sugarcane field and hit her 
re-imposed in 1993, and Republie until she was unconscious. 
‘Act No. 8177, which designates — In the affidavit, Rama merely 
death by lethal injection for those touched her private parts before 
convicted of heinous crimes. he strangled her to death and 
Court records showed that Ra- threw her body into a canal. à 
ma was accused of sexually as- Не then went to a river, took a 
saulting the victim on Oct. 23, bath, rinsed himself at a water HOOR OORE 
2000 at a sugarcane field in pump and attended a seminar at 
Barangay Cabug in this city. The the Cabug First Baptist Church. 


кенсиз 
Efren Doroteo, a Dumagat tribe member, learns to write his name on the floor due to lack of seats in the mountain of Sta. Inez, 
Sampaloc, Quezon province. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: = 


a Across the MATION 7 


Benguet execs want 
to study contract on 
load limit on NLEx 


LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET— Balajo was referring to cargo 
Provincial officials want to see a limits being impletnented by the 
copy of the contract between the DPWH for all kinds of vehicles 
government and Manila North passing through the newly reha- 
Tollways Corp. (MNTC) before  bilitated Halsema Highway an 84- 
they decide to act on a request of km all-weather road that starts 
vegetable truckers for load limit from this capital town to Barangay 
exemption along the North Luzon Abatan in Buguias town. 
Expressway (NLEx). MNTC imposes a maximum 
Members of the Benguet Truck- load limit of 13.5 metric tons рег 
ers and Traders Association (BT- axle on NLEx. A six-wheel truck 
ТА) complained to the provincial has two axles, while a 10-wheel 
board recently about huge losses truck has three. 
they incurred from the reduction MNTC prevents overloaded 
of highland vegetables delivered trucks from using the NLEx and vi- 
to Metro Manila and southem olators are slapped a fee equivalent 
provinces caused by NLEx's load to 25 percent of the motor vehicle 
limit on cargo weight. user's charge paid by truck owners 
They wanted MNTC officials to to the Land Transportation Office. 
consider their plight by increasing Augusta Balanoy, BTTA liaison of- 
| | the allowable load or exempting ficer, told the provincial board that 
| 2 7 = р ет from the requirement. the load limits had exacted a heavy. 


a 3 Lus г zi у Buta Deparment of Public Works toll on the volume and income of 
? and Highways offical in the vegetable deliveries ro Manila. 

: с Cordillera doused the truckers’ re- — She said that based on the BT- 
| а ‘quest, saying the load limit is provid- ТА records, the association's six- 
ed for by law and that only and 10-wheel trucks failed to de- 
f Congress, not MNTC, could make liver from January to November 
t the changes. last year 366.79 million kilo 

“The DPWH weight standard is grams of vegetables to Metro 
LULLABY the same standard used at the NLEx,” Manila worth P4.3 billion due to 
A man and his child fall asleep on a bench at the Burnham Park in Baguio City on Father's Day. said William Balajo, chief of фе DP- the load limit. Delmar Cariño, 

WH Cordillera construction division. PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Firms warned of new highway robbery tactic 


CAMP OLIVAS, PAMPANGA— cording to Chief Supt. Ismael ofthe North Luzon Expressway. Barangay San Juan Bano in records, Rafanan said. ary to June 15. 

Police on Monday advised own- Rafanan, Central Luzon police di- He then instructed one of the Arayat. Companies could also tap the — In the nine incidents in 2005, 
ers of export companies and car- rector helpers to disembark and check "Ме see connivance here,” police to conduct background companies lost at least Рб million 
go forwarding firms to conduct Citing the accounts of two the lights. Rafanan said. Sanchez was said checks on prospective employees, worth of goods. Most of the rob- 
thorough background checks on helpers rescued by policemen Two men on board a van ap- to have fled with the suspects, in- he sai. beries were staged in Tarlac. 
their drivers as highway robbery in Arayat town in Pampanga on peared and ordered Sanchez to  vestigators sai Saturdays heist was the sec- — Highway robberies are also fre- 
syndicates appeared io be in- Sunday, investigators said this drive. Before that, they tied and While it was standard proce- ond biggest highway robbery quent in the southern part of Lu- 
reasingly using them in rackets was how the driver, identified blindfolded the two helpers on dure to require job applicants case so far. In February thieves zon, prompting police in the area 
in Central Luzon. аз Julius Sanchez, pulled off the front seats. The two could to submit clearances from the stole Nestlé products worth Pl to set up checkpoints. 

Saturdays hijacking in which ће heist: not pinpoint the location of the barangay, police or the Nation- million before leaving four work- — But the checkpoints have re- 
Taiwanese. businessman Chow  Onthe way to Manila fromthe warehouse where the goods al Bureau of Investigation, ers in Barangay Tabuan, also in  portedly become centers of extor- 
Fang Keun lost P1 million worth Subic Bay Freeport in Zambales, were unloaded. companies could obtain back- Arayat. tion for policemen and law en- 
of export goods showed indica- Sanchez parked the truck along The helpers and the nowemp- ground information from the Ройсе had so far recorded six  forcers. Tonette Orejas, PDI Cen- 
tions of that modus operandi, ac- the San Simon, Pampanga stretch ty truck were abandoned in neighborhood or police highway robbery cases from Jan- tral Luzon Desk 


Unpaid bills reaching - m Ex-sugar mill 
P5.9M cut electricity peur ® workers learn 
in offices in Quirino | | small trading 


DIFFUN, QUIRINO—OFFICES OF | not be used. Employees were upset 3 DUMALAG, CAPIZ—FORMER SUGAR MILL 
the provincial government in because it was either toohot ar dark TE x workers in this town who were displaced 
Cabarroguis town have been with- inside their offices,” an official said. Le: i when this town's major sugar central shut 
ош electricity since June 13 after Others simply opted to stop 7 $ 1 down almost six years ago would finally be 
the local electric cooperative cut working, he added. 5 #5 | given training for alternative livelihood. 
off power supply dueto morethan Power was also cut off at ће $ + 4 . | When the sugar mill closed down in 2000, 
P5.9 million in unpaid bills. provincial government-owned à d more than 300 workers instantly lost their jobs. 
Nelson Macato, general manag- Quirino Polytechnic College. | Я Ц Of these, 210 came from the town of Dumalag 
er of the Quirino Electric Coopera- Вис Quirelco officials said the ? 1 where the Asturias Sugar Central, later re- 
tive Inc. (Quirelco), said the board Quirino Provincial Hospital in 3 named Monomer Sugar Central, was located. 
ordered the disconnection due to Barangay San Marcos in Cabar- Today the displaced sugar mill workers 
the alleged refusal of provincial roguistown and other medical fa- j 1 from Dumalag could become productive 
officials to settle unpaid bills that cilities under the provincial gov- again, this time no longer as workers but as 
the province had accumulated in ernment have been spared. 4 entrepreneurs, using the skills and knowl- 
the past two years. In a phone interview on Sun- А edge they would acquire from training and 
"We have repeatedly sent no- day, Gov. Pedro Bacani, who isin | t Е livelihood assistance projects initiated by the 
tices to them, asking for payment Russia for an official trip, said he à 3 Technical Education Skills Development Au- 
since January, but tonoavail. The would settle the problem whenhe | € thority (Tesda), the office of Rep. Fredenil 
cooperative had to do this be- returns tothe country this week. | D Castro of the second district of Capiz and the 
cause we also needed the толеу The InQume tried but failed to : 1 Dumalag Vocational and Technical School 
to pay the (National Power reach Vice Gov Dakila Carlo Cua, у c (vrs). 
Corp.]," Macato said. the acting governor, for сот. ES "The training began this month at the DVTS 
Provincial officials said the ment. He did not take calls on his 1 in Dumalag town. The training includes 
power disconnection had disrupt- mobile phone or reply to text х $ E courses in broiler production, hog raising, hot 
ed the transactions of offices at messages on Sunday. ” kitchen cooking, and automotive mechanic 
the provincial capitol. Macato said the Quirelco 4 and driving. 
“Documents could not be pro- board members declined to heed Р Tesda public information officer Julie 
essed because computers could a resolution from the provincial р Baraquia seid that, of the displaced sugar mill 
board requesting that the power r X workers from this town, 112 workers and 
supply be immediately restored $ their families benefited from the joint project. 
atthe capitol, à Y Castro initiated the project to help the dis- 
"lt was only a request, with no A « B placed workers, with Tesda providing the 
mention of payment, so [ће ae funding. DVTS, headed by Dr. Zenaida Fajar- 
board] took no action. The direc "ue 5 V 1 do, provided the training staff and venue. 
tors wanted а promise [of рау. zi я 3 Baraquia said the sugar central in Barangay 
ment],” he said. ке S ч Santo Niño of this town started in 1967 as As- 
Macato said local officials have ue ¥ à © turias Sugar Central. It was established by the. 
insisted that the provincial gov- NI г late Thomas Ford Sr. 
ermments obligation would be B uz x" ‘A new owner took over in 1990 and re- 
offset by the unpaid real property Å x S \ named the sugar mill Monomer Sugar Cen- 
tax that the province would col- tral, In 2000, however, the mill finally shut 
lect from the power cooperative. | JOBLESS down due to financial losses, leaving behind 
‘Melvin Gascon and Villamor | Women searching for jobs fill upformsata job fair in Tabuk, Kalinga. Unemploymentin | 320 displaced workers, some of whom came 
Visaya Jr, PDI Northern Luzon | the country has made job fairs popular. from other parts of Capiz and the province of 
tuustiawceerneurrnooncuee Bureau — — iloilo, Felipe V Celino, PD! Visayas Bureau 


Ibaloi folk in Benguet pool resources to determine real Baguio size 


BAGUIO CITY—IBALOI ELDERS researches to validate the actual cover only homesteads. boundary was far larger than the country's trading post for Gallardo, however, said a final 
of vegetable-producing towns in size of Baguio so they can senile-  Baguio's Barangay Happy Hal- what the 1909 Baguio charter salad vegetables), Tuba town political boundary that wil па. 
Benguet have decided to work to- disputed political territories and low near the forested reservation originally imtended. and Повол town {where some ly mark out the territories of 
gether to obtain the definitive overlapping property holdings of Camp John Hay, wheredescen- “Whar the Ibalos] need tode- of the country’s oldest mines Baguio and its Benguet neighbors 
Srrasurement of Baguio, which that prevent МОР from releasing dams of some of the city’s old termine [is] where exactly is the began), the Ibaloielders agreed would not automatically alter the 
was carved out of old Ibaloi ancestral land titles. Ibaloi and Kankaney settlers re- ancestral domain of Baguio... Ме to follow the 49sq km [size pre- size of an ancestral domain appli- 
Towns by the American colonial Мапу of the Ibaloi communi- side, has been identified by Mala- ай know historically that Baguio seribed by the old charter],"she cation because domains are mea, 
government in 1909, National ties are also entitled to Certifi- cañangasa potential СЛОТ bene- had been carved out of two adja- added. sured according to territorial 
Commission on Indigenous Peo- cates of Ancestral Domain Titles ficiary. cent towns,” she told a press The city government bases boundaries described historically 
ples official said. (САРТ), which cover both farm- briefing here. most of its urban development and anthropologically by the 

Leilene Carantes-Gallardo, lands and forest lands serving the Larger boundary “However, for purposes of ti- plans on 1925 survey documents tribe's oral records. Vincent 
NCIP Cordillera director, said tribes, unlike Certificates of An- Gallardo said the Ibaloi initia- ling the ‘domains of La thatdescribetheckysizetobeS7 Cabresa, PDI Northern Luzon 
Tbalols have started conducting cestral Land Titles (CALI) that tive might help provethatthecity Trinidad town [which serves as _ sq km. Bureau 
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RP roads unsafe for kids, study shows 


By Christian V. Esguerra vealed by the Department of aged si years and older. Si pelesrin lanes, sidewalks given low-income families or those who 
lealth yesterday. eight percent were male. to garbage and vendors, and even benefit less in terms of access to 
THE COUNTRY’S STREETS ARE NO PLACE FOR "We cannot allow this to eS eal se rim paye dogs allowed to roam freely in hospital care and quality health ser- 
T pen to the future leaders of our tention to how our children walk frontoftheirmasters’houses. vices," said Dr. Jean Marc Olive, 
kids. к — ч ваз Secretary іп the streets,” said Dr. Rafael Тһе 3,000 cases in the Safe representative of the World Health 
A new study conducted by Safe Kids Philippines эшо Duque Ш during rites Consumi ‘Safe Kids president. Kids study were patients rushed Organization in the Philippines. 
" : P marking 2nd National Safe Kids Тһе findings appeared to coin- to hospital emergency rooms in “Injuries like those caused by 
involving around 3,000 children who had suf- Weekthisweek. cide with another set of findings Pasay, Parafiaque and Olongapo road and traffic deaths can be pre- 
4 injuri at ercent of them . “We must protect them noton- released by Consunjithatshowed cities, accordingtoConsunji.. | vented or controlled,” Olive said. 
fered injuries showed t P ly against deadly diseases but al- that some 96,000 Fili те C i72 fth & id it 
d Me s inst deadly utal- that some 96,000 Filipinos ме consunii said 72 percentofthe Consunji said it was mot 
were hurt in road accidents, primarily involving зо from injuries caused by acci- either killed or injured in the injuries reported in emergency enough that the streets and side- 
bicycles, motorcycles and tricycles. dents, Duque said, i seen every year: Офе number, rooms were “unintentional” and walks were cleared. 
in the study by Safe Kids around 35,000were pedestrians. were caused by three fac “Equally important are the strict 
Road accidents were also the 100,000, according to the 2003 Philippines, anongovernment or- He noted that local streets were tors—road accidents, falls and enforcement of road safety rules 
second leading cause of death Philippine National Injury Survey ganization, 98.5 percent of the often rendered impassable by too lacerations. and the education of the public, 
sor lin аг 5.85 per the results of which were re- respondents were pedestrians many road works, the lack of "Мох of the injuries happen о particularly the children, "he sad 
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OLIGE LINE 


MAKATI policemen examine the site of the latest bombing incident in the metropolis. 


Another blast rocks Makati 


Grudge eyed as motive [7e 


by cops; 4th Metro 2 days. Quer a thousand kms. 
explosion in 1 month 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


RESIDENTS OF BARANGAY SAN 
Antonio, Makati City were just 
rousing themselves from sleep 
when they heard a loud bang 
coming from the corner of St. 
Paul and Mayapis Streets at 
around 6:15 a.m. yesterday. 

Witnesses saw two men on 
board a red motorcycle leaving 
the area ina hurry, a few seconds 
before an explosion occurred in 
front of the three-story Aqua- 
venture House. 

The building serves as the of- 
fice of Aquaventure Philippines, 
a diving equipment shop and 
training center. 


Block away 

The building is just a block 
away from Mayor Jejomar Bi- 
nay's house on Caong Street. 

‘The explosion was caused by 
an МК2 fragmentation grenade, 
according to Chief Supt. Wilfre- 
do Garcia, Southern Police Dis- 
trict director. 

No one was hurt in the inci- 
dent and damage to the building 
was minimal, he added. 

“As you can see, it was thrown 
close to glass panels but it didn't 
do much damage. It landed on 
the ground but didn’t leave a big 
crater. This could be just an аст 
of sowing fear and intimidation 
on the part of the owner's ene- 
my," Garcia said. 


Fight 

He added, "We are looking at 
а personal grudge as a motive. 
When we interviewed the own- 
er, he said he had a fight with a 
watchman. I cannot say where 
yet, but the guard is from a place 
near this area with whom the 
owner has a long-standing argu- 
ment. Thats the one he is sus- 
pected to be responsible for this 
blast." 

The grenade landed on a 
plant box below the shop's fa- 
cade made of glass panels. Police 


are verifying the identity of the 
owner of the motorcycle based 
onthe license plate given by wit- 
nesses. 


Motorcyle owner 

“Things will be clearer when 
ме trace the owner of the motor- 
cycle. Thats the key in this 
case,” Garcia said. 

The blast occurred more than 
24 hours after an unidentified 
person threwa hard object at the 
shop, leaving a hole in one of the 
glass panels. The incident hap- 
pened at 3:38 a.m. Sunday, said 
Jose Sola, the building watch- 
man. 

Hours after yesterday's explo- 
sion, one of the employees re- 
ceived a call from a man who 
said, “May granada dyan sa loob. 
Lahat kayo sasabog. (There is a 
grenade inside. All of you will be 
hurt in the explosion.)" 

The bomb threat was reported. 
at around 11 a.m. just as media 
persons were interviewing po- 
lice officials at the site. 


Building cleared 

‘Authorities promptly ordered 
everyone to clear out as the 
Makati Special Weapons and 
Tactics team inspected the build- 
ing. They found nothing, howev- 
er 

Based on the count of the 
Philippine National Police, the 
blast was the fourth to hit Metro 
Manila this month and the sec- 
ond in Makati, occurring 13 days 
after a pillbox was hurled in 
front of the Yuchengco-owned 
Great Pacific Life (Grepalife) 
building on Gil Puyat Avenue. 


Other sites 

Blasts also hit a police satel- 
lite bus in Phileoa, Quezon City 
on June 11 and a SWAT van in- 
side Camp Bagong Diwa on June 
13. 

The group "Taong Bayan at 
Kawal” had claimed responsibil- 
ity for the first three explosions. 


Fire hits telecoms 
cell site in Caloocan 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


A FIRE HIT THE CELL SITE OF A 
telecommunications company in 
Caloocan City on Sunday night, 
destroying millions of pesos 
worth of equipment 

Based on the report filed by 
Chief Insp. Jose Valencia, head of 
the city's investigation unit, the 
fire broke out at around 6 p.m. at 
the Smart cell site in Sikatuna Ex- 
tension, Urduja Village, Barangay 
172, 

Valencia said three Базе 
transceiver stations worth P3 mil- 


lion and another piece of equip- 
ment worth P1 million were de- 
stroyed in the hourlong blaze 

which was finally put out at 7 
‚л. 

"They (Smart employees) 
claimed that it was due to a pow- 
er interruption but arson investi- 
gators from the Bureau of Fire are 
still investigating the incident,” 
the police official said in his re- 
роп. 

‘According to Valencia, ап engi- 
neer of the company identified as 
Marvin Javier said that the fire 
was caused by a power outage. 
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PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL- 
Arroyo's order to the Armed 
Forces to end the communist 
insurgency in two years is not. 
doable. 

The military wants the in- 
surgency to continue so it can 
Justify its existence and its 
huge budget. 


pines. 


It's easy for the govern- 
ment to bring back Jose 
Ma. Sison, chair of the 
Communist Party of the 
Philippines (CPP), to the 
Philippines to face murder 
charges. 

‘The government can seek 
the help of the United States 
and other countries that are 
fighting terrorism. 

‘Since the United States 


the NPA. 


States. 


We have seen how the terror- 
ist Moro band Abu Sayyafis get- 
ting decimated by the day 
through the help of the United 


Now is the best time to solve NPA problem 


considers the New People’s 
Army (NPA), the CPP's 
arm, a terrorist group, then 
Washington can pressure the 
government of the Nether! 

to send Sison back to the Philip- 


tary 


The United States is doing ev- 
erything to fight terrorism. 

Now is the best time for the 
government to fight the NPA be- 
cause it will have the complete. 
support of the United States. 

Inversely, its the worst time for 


campaign, 


time. 


Without US financial (and 
even military) support, do you 
think the Abu Sayyaf problem 
‘would have been licked? 
If the United States gets into 
the anticommunist insurgency 
expect the NPA 
problem to be 


The military solution is just a 
small part of the equation in lick- 
ing the problem. 


‘The big part of the solution is 
addressing the problem of pover- 

injustice committed 
against the poor by those in pow- 


ty and 


E: 


So long as many barrio folks 
don’t have jobs, and so long as 
there are abusive soldiers and po- 
licemen and corrupt judges, the. 
ranks of the NPA will continue to 


swell. 


solved in no 


The Presidential 


The decision of the Supreme 
Court to stop the parceling out 
of Hacienda Luisita to its 
farmer-tenants and workers 
showed that the high court fa- 
vors the rich over the poor. 


Reform Council had ordered 
the vast estate owned by the 
family of former President 


workers. 


ers and workers. 


Agrarian 
‘workers. 


Aquino parceled out after the 
Hacienda Luisita management 
failed to distribute stock certifi- 
cates to tenant-farmers and 


The high court probably 
doesn't know it, but it's driving 
thousands of Luisita farmers 
and workers into the arms of 
the New People's Army. This is 
to exclude the hundreds of 
thousands of barrio folks who 
sympathize with Luisita farm- 


The Cojuangcos, who own 
Luisita, are moving heaven and 
earth to prevent the parceling out 
of their hacienda to farmers and 


You can't blame them. If they 
lose Hacienda Luisita they be- 


come poor, 

They want to retain their 
wealth at the expense of the 
poor farmers. 

Ifyou want to read my re- 
buttal to the person who's 
behind the poison letters 
and white paper about me 
and my brothers Erwin, 
Raffy and Ben, I invite you 
to read my column, Target 
ni Tulfo, in Bandera. 

Bandera, a widely circu- 
lated tabloid, is a sister pub- 
lication of the Inquirer. 

1 won't dignify that per- 
son by writing about him in 
this column even if his name 
is not mentioned. 

The Inouiner is much too 
decent for him. 


METROBRIEFS 
Boy killed in Navotas 


AS-VEAR-OLD BOY was killed while a woman. 
was wounded by policemen who were conduct- 
ing an anti-illegal gambling operation at the 
Navotas Fish Port Complex on Sunday after- 
noon. Daniel Baruc, a Grade IIl pupil, was hit in. 
the forehead by a stray bullet when Insp. Regal- 
айа Ascano, a member of the Maritime Police 
Station assigned at the fish port, fired at a flee- 
‘ing suspect. Arlene Pelayo, 32, was hit in the 
chest after a policeman hit a suspect on the. 
"head with his gun which accidentally went off. 
Baruc died at the Tondo Medical Center while 
undergoing treatment while Pelayo is in critical 
condition at the same hospital. Ascano and 
seven other Maritime policemen went to the 
fishing complex after receiving a tip that some 
people were involved in illegal gambling opera- 
tions in the area. Ascano was disarmed follow- 
ing the incident and was placed under the cus- 
хобу of his superior. Charges of frustrated mur- 
der are set to be filed against him by Baruc's 
parents. Nancy C. Carvajal 


Slimming pills seized 
ВЕ CAREFUL when taking slimming pills. The 
could be counterfeit. The National Bureau of In- 
vestigation (NBI) yesterday issued this warning 
following a raid last Thursday in a Quezon City 
house allegedly owned by Chinese traders. NBI 
acting director Nestor Mantaring said the raid at 
15 Macopa St, Sto. Domingo, Quezon City yield- 
sd several boxes of Chinese drugs brought in ile- 
gally. These included Ballerina Slim Down in 7 
Days Capsule, Ballerina Pearl White Simming 
Capsule, Lightsome Capsule for Reducing 
Weight, Godliness Fat Reducing Capsule, Re- 
ducing Weight Easily Capsule and New Seven 
Days Miracle Capsule. Mantaring added that 
charges for violation of Republic Act 8203 or An 
Act Prohibiting Counterfet Drugs would be fled 
against owners of New Greston International 
Corp.. Albert Chua Tan and Paulian Chan Tan. The 
NBI Special Action Unit (SAU) headed by Assis- 
tant Regional Director Vicente De Guzman 1 

‘ conducted surveillance operations after receiving 

information regarding the sale of countertet 

“drugs in the area. Upon verification, the Bureau of 
ood and Drugs said the suspects company did 
mot have any license to operate as а drug distribu- 
tor or manufacturer. Margaux C. Ortiz 


UN study says Manila Bay worth P8 billion 


By Blanche S. Rivera. 


BELIEVE IT OR NOT, MANILA BAY IS 
worth much more than its famous sunset. 

Manila Bay, with its mudflats, man- 
groves, coral reefs and thriving ecosys- 
tem, has an annual economic value of 
P8 billion, according to a study carried 
ош by the United Nations Development 
Program last year. 

"This amount represents a partial as- 
sessment of the total economic value of 
Manila Bay. The actual total economic 
value is, to all accounts, larger" the 
UNDP Regional Programme on Build- 
ing Partnerships in Environmental 
Management for the Seas of East Asia 
(Pemsea) said its May 2006 policy brief 
released last week. 

Pemsea's Maricor Baustista, a mem- 
ber of the group that conducted the eco- 
nomic study, said they did not include 
the economic value of the bay as a recre- 
ational area, a habitat of migratory birds 
and juvenile fish and as a source of 
shoreline protection, among others. 

"The PB billion is the lowest valua- 
tion (of Manila Bay). We were not able 
to survey the corals, the mangroves in 
areas where there is the New Peoples 
Army The (determination of) other val- 
ues would need different methods that 
would take more time and resources,” 
she added. 

‘Around 30 percent of the county's 
population reside in the bays water- 
shed which covers nine provinces 
across three regions, contributing up to 
52.5 percent of the country's gross do- 
mestic product, the Pemsea said. 

This represents the total contribu- 
tions of Regions 3, 4 and Metro Manila. 
which form part of the Manila Bay wa- 
tershed. The contribution took into ac- 
count the services, industry, agriculture 
and forestry sectors factor in the GDP 

“We don't look at the bay as а water 
area but as a whole watershed,” 
Bautista said. 


‘Republic of the Phigpnes 


MANILA BAY: Not just valuable for its sunsets. 


‘The Manila Bay has a coastline mea- 
suring 190 sq km. and a watershed area 
0f 17,000 sq km. 

Aquaculture and mariculture ac 
count for 59 percent of the bay's eco- 
nomic value, tourism, 23 percent; ports 
and harbors, 10 percent and offshore 
fisheries, 8 percent. 

The bad news is that the ecosystem of 
the bay is also being damaged at an 
alarming rate, resulting in socio-eco- 
nomic losses estimated at an average of 


P4 billion yearly or half the bay's eco- 
nomic value. 

Fishermen are losing P1.92 billion in 
income due to red tide, accounting for 
the biggest chunk of the P4-billion dam- 
age to the bay, the study showed. 

Export losses from shrimps, mean- 
while, accounted for P1.6 billion while 
the mortality cost of water pollution, ог 
the lost income due to premature death 
caused by water-borne diseases, was 
pegged at around P309.375 million. 


ното 


The over-extraction of groundwater 
that causes salt water intrusion and a 
decline in the value of irrigation water 
led to P81.61 million in losses. 

Losses due to mangrove depletion 
has been estimated at P18.588 million 
and the effects of harmful algal blooms 
at P2.819 million. On the other hand, 
morbidity due to water pollution or in- 
come lost due to diarrhea, hepatitis and 
poliomyelitis was placed at P15.75 mil- 
lion. 
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ГТЕВВ computer program to cut red tape 


By Daxim L. Lucas. 


TRANSPORTATION REGULATORS HOPE TO 
reduce the red tape that operators of public 
utility vehicles (PUV) routinely encounter 
when applying for franchises and permits 
through а newly-inaugurated computeriza- 
tion scheme. 

In particular, the Land Transportation 
Franchising and Regulatory Board (LTFRB) 
wants to shorten a process that can some- 
times take up to two years. 

In a statement sent to reporters, LTFRB 


chairperson Ma. Elena Bautista said the new 
computer system “aims to give efficient and 
faster turnaround time for all transactions.” 

"The aim is to shorten the processing time for 
transactions which don't require hearings and 
for those which require hearings,” she added, 

With the computerization program, a mi- 
nor transaction between the LTFRB and PUV 
operators that would take about two- and-a- 
half months could be resolved in one week, 
Bautista said. 

On the other hand, the more complicated 
franchise issues that would normally take up 
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to two years to resolve could be processed 
within a month and a half, she added. 

‘The speedy processing of PUV operators’ 
transactions with the LTFRB was part of the 
package of concessions government promised 
to transport groups last month. 

The concessions were offered to persuade 
them to postpone the filing of petitions seeking 
а fare hike following the series of oil price hikes. 

Bautista said the computerization program 
would be in place in the LTFRB's central office 
and other Metro Manila branches by mid-Oc- 
tober and in regional offices by yearend. 


Pasig City to repair 21 
government buildings 


By Edson С. Tandoc Jr. 


THE PASIG CITY GOVERNMENT 
is shelling out about P2 million to 
repair at least 21 government 
buildings, most of them schools, 
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“We will implement only mi- 
nor repairs in these 21 buildings. 
We will just fix a few cracks,” 
Mayor Vicente Eusebio told the 
INQUIRER, 

He said most of the buildings 
were among those the Depart- 
ment of Public Works and High- 
ways had listed as structures i 
the metropolis which might pose 
a danger to the public. 

The DPWH Task Force on 
Building Inspection had reported 
that at least 15 buildings in the 
city were in need of urgent evalu- 
ation. Twelve of them were ele- 
mentary school buildings. 

The report prompted Eusebio 
to order his engineering depart- 
ment to inspect all government 
buildings in the сіу. The depart- 


EUSEBIO 

ment apparently recommended 
six more buildings for repair 
work. Two small government 
buildings are also scheduled for 
demolition, Eusebio said. 

"We will just build new build- 
ings to replace them," rhe mayor 
added. 

Some of the buildings are di- 
rectly under the national govern- 
ment, but Eusebio said the city 
government was willing to shoul- 
der minor expenses, 
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OUSTED Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein listens to the prosecution 
counsel giving his closing arguments in Baghdad, June 19. 


Prosecution to rest 
case against Saddam 


BAGHDAD—THE TRIAL OF SAD- 
dam Hussein and seven other de- 
fendants on charges of crimes 
against humanity resumed Mon- 
day with the prosecution set to 
rest its case against the ousted 
Iraqi leader. 

"n today’s session, we will listen 
to the arguments of the prosecution. 
and also hear the lawyers of the vic- 
tims," chief judge Rauf Abdel Rah- 
man said at the start of the session. 

“In the next session (on July 
10), we will hear the defense 
team,” he added, warning defen 
dants and their lawyers not to“in- 
terrupt the proceedings.” 

Monday's hearing was attend- 
ed by all eight defendants, but 
without some of their attorneys. 

Saddam and the seven others 
are accused of killing 148 Shiite 
civilians from the town of Dujail 
north of Baghdad after the then 
president escaped an assassina- 
tion attempt there in 1982. 

In previous sessions, Abdel Rah- 
man ordered defense wimesses to 
speed up their testimony and often 
pulled up the defense attorneys. 

‘The judge signaled an end to the 
defense phase оп June 13 even 
though defense lawyers Ва азќей 
for more time to prepare their case. 

“I want to tell the defense attor- 


brother, Sabawi al-Tikriti, and his 
former bodyguards who testified 
for the defense 

е bodyguards testified about 
the attempt on Saddams life in Du- 
jail. The murder bid was followed 
bya wave of arrests, interrogations 
and ultimately the execution of 
148 Shiites from the town. 

Gunmen opened fire on the 
president's convoy from the cover 
of orchards but Saddam forbade 
his security team from returning 
fire for fear of hitting innocent 
bystanders, the bodyguards said. 

"The president said there could be 
someone innocent in (the orchards) 
who could be hit by your fring, so 
stop shooting,” one testified. 

The hearing also featured à 
lengthy speech by defendant 
Taha Yassin Ramadan, a former 
vice president. 

‘Ramadan said that a key item of 
evidence against him, a taped con- 
versation in which he is told to de- 
stroy the orchards of Dujail, was 
faked, prompting prosecutors to 
submit four new documents sup- 
porting the charges against him. 

Three-of-the documents-were 


confiscation of ‘land in -Dujail, 
while the fourth was an order 
from Saddam to confiscate land 
neys that we are not going to lis- without offering compensation to 
ten to their endless rhetoric,” the із owners. 
judge said. “The session is to pre- Тће lawyer for one of the Du- 
sent their witnesses. They have to jail victims told the trial Monday: 
choose one of the options—either “The victims had not done an 
rhetoric or witnesses." thing against the unity and 
Abdel Rahman also barred sovereignty of Iraq and the deci- 
Saddam's half-brother Barzan sion taken by the then court was 
Ibrahim al-Tikriti, the former illegal and violated the law. 
head ofthe secret police, fromat- “The court passed the death 
tending the June 13 hearing after sentence on the victims in just 16 
he was removed from the court days, which itself shows how arti 
the previous day. ficial the court was. We demand 
‘That hearing saw a repeat ap- maximum punishment for the de- 
pearance by Saddam's other hal- fendants." AFP 


. WORLDBRIEFS _ 


Iraq dumped millions of barrels of oil 
BAGHDAD, trag—iraqi officials say that In a desperate move to dispose of 
milions of barrels of an o refinery byproduct called "back oil." the govern- 
ment pumped it into mountain valleys and leaky reservoirs near to the Tigris 
River and setit on fire. The resulting huge black bogs—in the heartland of 
Iraq's northern Sunni-ed insurgency—are threatening the river and 
groundwater in the region, whic is dotted with vilages and crisscrossed by 
itinerant sheep herders, The reglon also contains Iraq's great northern refn- 
ery complex at Baiji. The suffocaing plumes of smoke are cared as far as 
40 miles downwind to Tikrit, the provincial capital that formed Saddam Hus- 
‘sein’ base of power. An Iraqi environmental engineer who has visited the 
dumping area described it as a kind of Маск swampland of oil-saturated ter- 
rain and large standing pools of ой stretching across severa! mountain val- 
leys. The engineer, Ayad Younis, saidi the clouds of smoke “were so heavy 
that they obstructed breathing and visibility in the area and represent a ser 
ous environmental danger." NYT 


Pro-whaling nations win first vote 

FRIGATE BAY, St. Kits and Nevis—Pro-whaling nations struck a historic 
blow against the moratorium on commercial hunting Sunday, winning their 
first vote in favor of whaling for two decades at giobal taiks here. The Japan- 
led pro-whaling block was triumphant after forcing а resolution which 
branded the ban “no longer necessary" through the international Whaling 
Commission (WC) annual meeting with a razor-thin one-vote margin. 
Though the non-binding resolution does not mean the 20-year-old morato- 
Пит will be overturned, environmentalist сайа the vote "agi" and thelr 
worst-ever defeat in the decades-long anti-whaling campaign. “This is the 
most serious defeat the conservation cause has ever suffered at the IWC," 
New Zealand's Environment Minister Chris Clark said. The vote represented 
a major victory for pro-whaling nations led by Japan, who want to turn the 
IWC away from pure conservation and focus on a retur to managing whale 
stocks for hunting. The moratorium, enforced since 1686, stil stands bo- 
cause it needs a 75-percent super-majority to be overturned. AFP 


E. Timor rebel will only hand arms to Gusmao 
LIQUICA, East Timor—A rebel leader In East Timor Monday rebuffed de- 
mands for his group o disarm immediately, saying he would спу hand over 
the weapons directly to President Xanana Gusmao, Vincente da Concecao 
has reported alleged that Prime Minister Marl Alkatiri paid his group o re- 
tired guerrila fighters to ensure he was reelected as the Fretilin party leader 
last month, but broke away from him. Foreign Minister Jose Ramos-Horta 
travelled to a mountain village outside аса. 30 km west of DII, to ask da 
Concacao to follow Gusmao's order and hear his account of what happened, 
Greeted by traditional tribesmen in warrior garb and feather headdresses, 
Ramos-Horta asked that da Concecao follow tho example of Maj. Allredo 
Reinado, the leader of 600 rebel soldiers who began giving up arms last Fri- 
day. "East Timor doesm need weapons. We need food, medicines. Wa don't 
need weapons," the Nobel Peaca Prize winner, who was guarded by Aus- 
tralian peacekeepers during his Vs old the militiamen. Am 
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TheNWORLD 
Vatican officials in Beijing 
for talks on normalizing ties 


HONG KONG—VATICAN OFFICIALS HAVE 
visited Beijing for closed-door talks on nor- 
malizing ties despite strains over the installa- 
tion of two bishops in China without Rome's 
approval, the church’s top clergyman in Hong 
Kong said on Monday. 

“The talks are about ... the whole relation- 
ship between the Holy See and Chinese gov- 
ernment, about the millions of faithful, Cardi- 
nal Joseph Zen Ze-kiun said. 

"its a big issue and should not be so nar- 
rowly connected to the few persecuted 
priests," Zen told Reuters in an interview. 

He would not say if the envoys had already 
left Beijing, and declined to give details about 
the talks. 

Beijing has had no diplomatic relations 


with the Vatican since 1951, two years after 
the Communist Party took power. 

Xt only allows Catholics to worship at state- 
backed churches that recognize the Pope as а 
spiritual figurehead but not an effective lead- 
er of the Catholic Church. 

The Vatican estimates that about 8 million 
Chinese Catholics worship in “underground 
churches” not recognized by the government, 
compared with some 5 million who belong to 
the state-controlled church. 

In 2004, China had 120 bishops, 74 in the 
state-backed church, according to the Holy 
Spirit Study Center in Hong Kong, which 
monitors the Chinese church. 

Tension between Beijing and the Vatican 
flared in May after the state-backed church 


installed two bishops without papal blessing. 
Pope Benedict called the installations “a grave 
violation of religious freedom,” and Zen has 
said the Vatican should break off dialogue 
with China if there are any more. 

Zen told the Paris Catholic daily La Croix 
last month that the Church was not in a weak 
negotiating position because China wanted to 
reestablish diplomatic relations with the Vati- 
can to isolate Taiwan and to strengthen its re- 
ligious policy at home. 

"1 hope by now, even the government 
knows that it was too much," he told Reuters, 
referring to the unauthorized installations. 

Zen said the path to normalization would 
mot be easy, but the biggest obstacle was Bei- 
jings mistrust of the church. Reuters 


US Episcopal Church elects first woman chief 


CHICAGO—THE US EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
said Sunday it had elected its first woman pre- 
siding bishop, a breakthrough after years of 
resistance in a church already riven by the 
election of a gay bishop. 

Katharine Jefferts Schori, bishop of the 
Episcopal diocese of Nevada, was elected to 
serve as the US Anglican church's chief pastor 
and primate at its general convention in 
Columbus, Ohio, after five ballots weighed 
seven candidates for the post. 

“Тат awed and honored and deeply privi- 


leged to be elected," Jefferts Schori said. 
“May this great and greatly blessed church of 
ours be the vehicle and leader in building the 
reign of God in our day” 

Current Presiding Bishop and Primate 
Frank Griswold said in a statement after the 
vote that “the decision today is the fruit of the 
witness and ministry of women bishops, 
priests and deacons in the life of our church.” 

“Bishop Jeffers Schori is a person gifted in 
mind, heart and spirit, and Lam fully confident that 
the Church and the Communion will be blessed by 


her ministry in the years ahead,” Griswold said in 
the statement posted on the church's website 
Schori, 52, has a doctorate in oceanography 
and has worked with the US National Marine 
Fisheries Service. She is married to a professor of 
topology and has one daughter who is an officer 
in the US Air Force, according to а biography. 
Schorts win signals a victory for women in the 
23 million-member Episcopal Church, the US 
branch of the Anglican Union. Most ofthe branch- 
es of the Anglican Union around the world have 
resisted elevating women to bishops. AFP 
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Global military spending 
hits $1.12T, says report 


STOCKHOLM—US SPENDING IN out a modernization of its Peo- 


e 
? Iraq and Afghanistan is expected ріез Liberation Army. 
to help push global military ex- “Іа these circumstances, there 
penditure further up in 2006 after іза strong likelihood that the cur- 
hitting $1.12 trillion ayear earlier, rent upward trend in world mili- 
TOKYO—JAPAN WARNED MONday it would join Mj son, said thatthe counter-mear aresearch body said. ary spending wil be sustained in 
" i inei ion” i EE sures could be economic sanc- е Stockholm International 2006," Sipri added. 
the United States in taking “severe action” if tions stopping the flow of PeaceResearch Insitute (ри) said Britain, France, Japan and Chi- 
North Korea launched a long-range missile in de- Fg А Japanese money into the impov- eos RUN NE na d € 4 to 5 percent 
: RES : erished dictatorshi tates was behind 48 percentofto- each of world arms spending, 
fiance of growing international appeals. “If North Korea ата tal world arms spending in 2005 which overall equaled 2.5 per- 
Prime Minister Junichiro Һай been wamed against a launch. missile, naturally Japan and the and had accounted for most of the cent of world gross domestic 
Koizumi issued the fresh warning "1 think it would be better as United States will take stern mea- year’s 3.5 percent overall gain. product, or $173 per capita. 
as a US newspaper report said prime minister not to say what sures,” Abesaid."Thereareno in- Several states, including Saudi А process of concentration of 
that Pyongyang was close to go- action to take at this stage,” terests North Korea will achieve Arabia and Russia, have used a spending continued in 2005, it 
ing ahead with a new missile test. Koizumi said | — bylaunchinga missile." sharp rise in oil prices to boost added, as 15 countries with ће 
North Korea, which declared last “While cooperating with the 1 North Korean media on Mon- military spending. The biggestin- highest spending accounted for 
year it had nuclear weapons and is United States and South Korea, day mentioned a missile launch crease worldwide was in the ex- 84 percent of the world total. 
boycotting intemational talks on its Japan has urged the North in many 5 but did not comment on it di- Soviet state of Georgia, which The global rise in raw materi- 
atomic program, test-fired a missile ways not to launch a missile and to rectly, according to Tokyo- surged by more than 140 percent als’ prices helped some countries 
over Japan into the Pacific Ocean in act to prevent a Taepodong огапу pe based Radiopress, which moni- to $146 million. spend more on weapons, particu- 
1998 without previous waming. missile from being fired." OLZUMI tors media in the communist “Looking ahead, increasing larly Algeria, Azerbaijan, Russia 
“I still hope North Korea willnot US officials have concluded ing information "around the state. trends in world military expendi- and Saudi Arabia. 
do so. But if they don’t listen to us, from satellite images that the clock” ona possible launch ofthe State radio quoted Russian na- (ше show little sign of abating in China and India also increased 
if they fire a missile, Japan will communist state had finished fu- Taepodong-2, which has a range tional radio as saying that the the near future,” the Swedish gov- spending, the institute said. 
have to take severe action in dis- eling a Taepodong-2 missile, sug- of 3,500 to 6,000 kilometers United States was accusing North | ernment funded institute said. in absolute terms, their current 
Dussiom with the United States,” gesting it was set to proceed with (2,200 to 3,750 miles), said de- Korea of preparing a test-launch Тће United States, France and spending is only a fraction of the 
Koizumi said ara pressconference. atest, the New York Times eport- fense chief Fukushiro Nukaga. and “delivering information and the United Kingdom were all in- USAs. Their increases are largely 
Hedid notspecify what the action ed. Chief Cabinet Secretary Shinzo speculation which cannot prove volved in costly overseas opera- commensurate with their econom 
‘would be, but said that North Korea Japanese officials are exchang- Abe, the government spokesper- tobe true,” Radiopress said. AFP tions while China was carrying ic growth,” it added. Reuters 
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2 4 WATERLOO REENACTED 

22 £ | Some 900 actors take part june 18 in a remake of the Battle of 
Waterloo, Napoleon Bonaparte's last stand, fought on June 18, 1875 


ISUZU at Waterloo. ” 
CHALLENGE Taliban 


kill32in | US illegals blend 
Afghanistan | 272/0 workforce 


KANDAHAR, AF- MINNEAPOLIS—IN CONTRAST TO THE 
ghanistan— Taliban. typical image of an illegal immi- 
militants killed 32 | grant—paid in cash, working under the 
friends and relatives table for small-scale labor contractors on a 
of an influential law- | California farm or a suburban construc- 
maker in southern tion site—a majority now work for main- 
Afghanistan and 10 | stream companies, not fly-by-night opera- 
others were missing, | tors, and are hired and paid like any other 
the member of par- American worker. 
n BE liament told AFP on More than half of the estimated 7 mil- 
Oscar and Daves S Monday. lion immigrants toiling illegally in the 
i: + є 4 H Мр Dad Moham- | United States get a regular paycheck, ex- 
воизи согу) mad Khan said 27 of | pens say. At the end of the year they re- 
st ploce - 200 Mario Conte T 5 
рер the теп had been | ceive a W-2 form. Come April 15, many 
Ist place - 2003 Торо Bosaneas killed in Helmand | file income tax returns using special ID 
(Nanang! Championship) Й province when they | numbers issued by the Internal Revenue 
Ist ploce - 2007 Botosgos Dagupan had gone to the site | Service so foreigners can pay taxes. Some 
ofanearleratackin | even get a refund check in the mail. 
which five others And they are now present in low- 
were shot dead. skilled jobs across the country. In total, 
“Yesterday mom- they account for an estimated one in 20 
ing in Taliban at- workers in the United States. 
tacks, 32 of my rela- | Acquiring the necessary documentation to 
tives and friends | work is a routine transaction these days. In 
were killed,” said | Minneapolis, one only has to wait around for 
Khan, the influential | a few minutes in a Kmart parking lot known. 
former intelligence | to immigrants, and a young Guatemalan 
ngine sbutdcwn- chief of the province. with a Patron Tequila hat will approach on 
Ne en "I gircens. "Ten relatives of | hisbikeand quiedy offer to help. 
Ne turning Cr og stops. mine are still missing ‘The documents themselves cost $110, 
Ne designate! and five are wound- | Within two hours, the Guatemalan is cy- 
Wo ricks. ed," he said. cling back into the parking lot to make 
Ait real. : The deputy | the drop of the ID package. It includes a 
July 10 8. provincial governor, | green card with the customer's photo 
Mullah Amir | and somebody's fingerprints, along with 
Akhund, confirmed | a Social Security card, for which the 
the artack and the number was plucked out of thin air. 
number of casualties. It is remarkably easy for illegal immi- 
One of the five | grants о get regular, above-board job. 
men killed in the ear- ‘The law requires employers to make 
lier ambush was а | workersfillout-9"employmenteligibil- 
brother of Khan | ity" forms and provide documents to 
Oscar Nuke and Dave Aquino are not your usual partners. finished Ist in the 2003 Manila to Cavite Isuzu named Juma Gull, а | prove they are legally entitled to work. 
When Oscar is done running his auto repair shop, he calls Where they posted a record 38.83 km/liter. former governor of | Виш the employers аге not expected to 
оп his brother-in-law Dave, an executive this tandem from pushing the Sangin province. distinguish between а fake ID and the real 
multinational company, for their own ‘speed. i ‘The group had been | thing. To work, illegal immigrants dont 
y retuming from a visit to need to come up with masterpieces of ID. 
Ghomk бш in fraud, only something that looks plausible. 
neighboring Kandahar Companies have little to fear. Only 46 
province. “Taliban at- | people were convicted in 2004 for hiring 


tacked their vehideand | illegal immigrants; the annual number 
filled my brother, my | has been roughly the same for the last 
son and three other 


decade. NYT 
people,” Khan said, AFP. 
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| B Welcoat wants to 
keepbigmen /A22 


Pacquiao, Roach 
due today from Los 
Angeles 


/A22 Wa 


Wuat’s INSIDE 


Brazii 

advances; 

France 

struggles /A24 (à. ji 

B Super-sub's superb cross lifts 
South Korea to 1-1 draw /A24 


Ogilvy takes 
cake as ‘Lefty’ 
gives it D 


MAMARONECK, NEW YORK 
—Geoff Ogilvy watched the 
drama unfold on the 18th hole 
at the US Open while sitting in 
the scorer’s hut, pondering his 
fate with almost every shot. 


‘The Australian figured he was destined to fin- 
ish behind Phil Mickelson, who stepped to the 
18th tee on Sunday needing only a par 4 to win. 
Ogilvy could almost envision the huge crowd at 
Winged Foot cheering in delight for the obvious 
fan favorite. 

"Thisis what Ogilvy remembers thinking would 
happen: 

"Hell hit the green, make par, make New York 
happy" 

This в what did happen: 

Mickelson made a double bogey, and Ogilvy 
became champion of the 106th US Орел. 

“1 think I was the beneficiary of a little bit of 
charity” he said. "I think got a bit lucky” 

At the end, perhaps. But give Ogilvy redi for 
getting in position to win it. He chipped in on 17 
for par and made a 6-foot putt on 18 for another 
раг On this day par for the course was enough to 
win the toumament. 

Ogilvy will soon have his name engraved on a 
trophy which already has the names of golf greats 
Bob Jones, Jack Nicklaus and Arnold Palmer Yet 
years from now, when people think about this US 
Open, its unlikely theyll talk about Oglvys 18- 
foot chip on 17 or his recovery from a iron shot 
that rolled back off the green on 18. They talk 


about Mickelson and Colin Montgomerie giving- 
it away with double bogeys on the еМ 
last hole. 


Ogilvy knows this. But that wont 
lessen the pride in becoming the 
first Australian to win a major in 11 ў 
years, and the first Aussie to win the 


US Open since David Graham in 1981. 

For someone who grew up idolizing 
Greg Norman, winning the US Open is 
quite a big deal. 

“Fit wasnt for Greg, we mightnothavean 
appreciation for how big these things really 
are,” the 29-year-old Ogilvy said. 

This time, he came up with a опсе4л-а-Ше- 
time chip on 17, then saw the breaks go his 
way 

‘Stuck in the rough on 17, Ogilvy was won- 
dering what to do when his caddie whis- 
pered, "Why don’t you just chip itin?" 

Ogilvy did just that. 

‘And now he's the US Open champion. 

‘The fans who cheered all week for Mickel 
son probably would have settled for seeing 
Montgomerie win his ist major. But Ogilvy? 
He had played in only two US Opens, missing 
the cut in 2003 and tying for 28th last year at | 
Pinehurst. He seemed about as likely to win 
this tournament as he was to sit down with 
President Bush at a White House dinner. 

Which is what happened recently. 

Bush, US Secretary of State Con- 
doleezza Rice, Rupert Murdoch and Julie 
Eisenhower were among those who sat 
with Ogilvy a distant relative of Sir Angus 
Ogilvy a member of Britain's Royal Family AP 


RP lady pugs nail 2 golds 


HANOI—TWO-TIME ASIAN BOXING CHAM- 
pion Mitchel Martinez. ruled the lightweight 
class as the Philippines came away with two 
gold and one silver medals їл the 3rd Vietnam 
International Boxing Championships recently. 

Martinez, a member of the Philippine Na- 
tional Police, scored a RSC-O (referee-stopped 
contest, outscored) victory over Chinese 


Тыреїз Chien Hsin-Tzu. 

Featherweight Annie Albania beat India's R. 
Devi, 19.12 па one-sided final 

Alice Kate Aparri fought gallantly but lost to 
‘world champion MC Marycom of India, 21-15, 
in the light-lyweight finals. 

With the medal tally, the Filipinas salvaged 
second place in the 15-nation tournament. 


No clear pick as NCAA 
gets going Saturday 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


ONLY THREE MAINSTAYS FROM LAST YEAR'S 
champion squad will return when the Letran 
Knights open defense of their NCAA basketball 
crown against the St. Benilde Blazers this Satur- 
day at the Araneta Coliseum. 

Boyet Bautista, Aaron Арап and Dennis Daa 
now serve as the nucleus of the Knights, who lost 
to graduation stalwarts John Paul Alcarez, 
Jonathan Aldave, Mark Andaya, Frederick Ro- 
driguez, Jonathan Pinera and Billy Panabo. 

“We will have а new team and the changes 
may affect our chances of retaining the tite, but 
our will to win is stronger than ever and that's 
what is important for us," said Letran assistant 
coach Mel Alas, brother of head coach Louie, dur- 
ing yesterdays NCAA press conference at the ELJ 
Building in Quezon Cin 

“The rest ofthe eight-team fied will also see ac- 
tion to usher in the 82nd season after the Letran- 
St. Benilde opener at 2p.m. 

"The league has two new coaches—Ariel Van- 
guardia of JRU and Raymond Valenzuela of SSC. 

Vanguardia, a former member of the Talk 'N 
Text coaching suff, takes over from Cris Calilan. 

"The Heavy Bombers last won the NCAA crown 
34 years ago with a lineup starting the legendary 
Philip Cezar and Calilan himself. They had only 
two victories to show in 14 games last season. 


Raymond Valen- 
zona will take the 
place of his father, 
Turo, who has retired. 

The Stags wil be 
without prolific scorer 
Leo Najorda, who is 
now with the pro 
league. 

The Blazers wil 
count on Kristian An- 
geo Aldover, Jingle 
Devaras and Gerald Christopher Layug in their 
bid to win the title they last won in 2001 when 
Sunday Salvacion was still around. 

Koy Banal will have his full year mentoring 
‘San Beda which is hoping to improve last year's 
410 record. 

University of Perpetual Help System Райа will 
rely on a mix of veterans Fritz Bauzon, Viadymir 
Joe and Josef Racho and fresh talents Jayjay 
‘Aransazo and Michael Johnson Kong. 

Мариа now pins its hopes on PBL stalwart 
Joferson Gonzales and last years rookie of the 
year Kelvin dela Peña. 

‘The Dolphins ended last year’s season with a 
10-4 slate behind a lineup led by Gabby Espinas, 
the league's first Rookie-MVP awardee in 2004. 
He will still be around as well as Jason Casto, 
Lisation Amparado, Beau Belga and lan Garrido, 


GAMES SATURDAY 
(Araneta Coliseum) 
2p m—St Benide 

vs tran 
4pm—Mapia. 
vsPCU 

брат. ал Sebastian 

vs Perpetual 
8p.m.—IRU 
vs San Beda 


1 bad it 
in my grasp 
and I just 
let it go’ 


MAMARONECK, NEW YORK—THROUGHOUT 
the US Open, Phil Mickelson insisted it wasn't 
about winning a third straight major title, it was 
just about winning this one—and that’s why los" 
ing hurt so much. 

“As a kid I dreamt of winning this touma- 
ment," he said. "I came out here and worked 
hard all four days, haven't made a double-bogey 
all week and then double bogeyed the last hole. 

“Even a bogey would have gotten me into a 
playoff. Ijust can't believe I did that.” 

Noone 
watching could 
believe it either, 
including Aus- 
tralian Geoff 
Ogilvy, who 
emerged the 
winner after 
four brutal days 
at Winged Foot, 
with a five- 
over-par total 
of 285, one 
shot in front of 
Mickelson, Col- 4 
in Mont- MICKELSON ponders 
gomerieand what could have been after 
Jim Furyk. missing his chip for bogey 

“ithurts,be- опе 18th. » 
cause | ad itin 
my grasp and I just let it go,” Mickelson said. 

‘Once saddled with the hated best player nev- 
er to win a major tag, Mickelson finally broke 
through with a victory in the Masters in 2004. 

With triumphs at last year’s PGA Champi- 
onship and the Masters in April, Mickelson at 
last seemed to have lived up to his promise asa. 
worthy rival to Tiger Woods. 

Не made pumerous trips to Winged Foot pri- 
orto the Open, to map out a strategy гапа, 
ing the course. 

‘But strategy seemed on the back burner 
when, having already missed six fairways on the 
back nine, he took out a driver at 18. 

The shot bounced ой the hospitality tent, and 
he decided to try to curve his second shot 
around a tree in a bid to save par and avoid 
falling into a possible playoff. His three-iron hit 
a tree, his third shot was plugged in a bunker, he. 
walked away with a double-bogey and a tie for 
second place. 

“This one is going to take a while to get over,” 
Mickelson said. "This one is pretty disappoint 
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Tu- SPORTS na 
Tugade lording it over for Bulls AdU grabs 2nd as SSC falls 


» ‘STARTING THE GAME OR COMING “He's really a big asset to the team be- Mark Macapagal, Allan Salangsang and 
FF THE bench makes little differ- cause he can create match-up prob- Sunday Salvacion in their quarterfinal 
‘ence for Lordy Tugade. Jems," said Red Bull coach Yeng Guiao of duel with Ginebra, Tugade's shooting 
‘The 28-year-old shooting guard is Tugade, who is also the tournaments touch never wavered. | Ss set over San Sebastian yesterday in The loss prevented the Lady Stags 
‘leading all Red Bull scorers despite com- leading three-point shooter witha 17-0 After scattering 19 points ina 11897 |, jebestian the Shakey's V-League semifinals at (8-5) from clinching the second title 
Sting off the bench of late. Не shot more 30 (56.7 percent) dip. win last Wednesday, the Alaminos, Pan- | релт the Blue Eagle Сут. slot under the five-of-eight incentive, 
Erhan 20 poins а game the pat week to Аде rom Tugadek offense, howev- апап native came up with a 21-point, “The, Lady Falcons endured the but theyll get a second chance to- 
‘power the Bulls past Barangay Ginebra er, there are other sides to the former eightrebound and two-assist perfor- Jolt of a first-set loss against the grit- morrow against Adamson. 
“Gin Kings and then to a 1-0 lead over National U Bulldogs game that are sel- mance in а 120-98 do-or-die win over ty Lady Tamaraws before coming “We will get to know which team 
‘San Miguel in their Gran Matador-PBA dom noticed. the Kings last Friday. back for a 22-25, 25-13, 25-19, 25- deserves to be in the finals,” said 
Philippine Cup Final Four series. “He can also defend, and proofofthat Playing a sixth straight game, the 6- 20 win to grab second with an 8-4 Adamson coach Dulce Pante. 
T Tugade, who stared іт only nine of is we often use him as a stopper” Guiao foot 3 gunner again had 21 points in 25 record behind early finalist La Salle. Ѕап Sebastian takes on FEU in its 
£22 games, helped the Bulls gain a 3-0 added. “He has also leamed when to minutes as Red Bull scored an 89-78 win Cherry Rose Macatangay unload- last semifinal assignment, while 
record from June 12-18 toeam Player of give up the ball” over San Miguel at the start of their se- ed 29 kil to finish with 32 points as Adamson battles La Salle and then 
ihe Week honors. ‘While helping defend the likes of rieslastSunday.  Musong R. Castillo ‘Adamson overtook erstwhile sec- Lyceum. Marc Anthony Reyes 
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ADAMSON КЕРТ ITS TITLE HOPES опё-ріасег San Sebastian, which 
alive after outasüng Far Easter bowed to also-ran Lyceum, 6-25, 
even as Lyceum scored a major up- 25-22, 18-25, 25-23, 13-15. 


STANDINGS 
La Salle 


GAMES TOMORROW. 
{Blue Eagle Gym) 
12 noon—iyceom vs. 
De La Salle 
2pm—Adamsonvs. 
San Sebastian 


:DEBUTANT'S REQUEST 


Welcoat wants 


to keep big men 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


WELCOAT PAINTS PLANS TO ELEVATE THREE 
big men from its amateur roster when it de- 
buts in the next Philippine Basketball Associa- 
tion season that starts in October. 

Jay-R Reyes, Junjun Cabatu and Samigue 
Eman make up the team’s priority list, according. 
to Welcoat coach Leo Austria. 

“We won't have a competitive team if we don't 
have those three,” said Austria. "We want them to 
be the nucleus ofthe team." 

‘The three form the imposing frontcourt of 
Rain or Shine, which finished third in the recent 
Unity Cup, its farewell tournament in the Philip- 
pine Basketball League. 

Welcoat, however, will have to go around one 
technical glitch to (ШШ its wish. 

‘After approving the sale of the Shell franchise 
to Welcoat, the PBA board allowed the new 
member to elevate three amateur players based 
Cn its PBL lineup as of Dec. 31, 2005. 

Eman, the 6-foot-10 standout from Mindanao, 
only suited up for Rain or Shine last March for the 
Unity Cup, which was eventually won by Har- 


bour Centre. 

“His (Eman’s) rights have been with [the fran- 
chise] before Dec. 31," argued Austria. “its a tech- 
nicality well be discussing with the PBA. Maybe in 
a few weeks, we'll know who we can elevate.” 

Eman led the league in blocks at 2.4 bpg, while 
the 640057 Reyes averaged a third-best 14 
swats. Сабак, a former La Salle standout, was 
among Austria's clutch performers. 

‘After elevating three players, Welcoat can fill 
its roster from a dispersal draft to be scheduled by 
the PBA Commissioner's Office later. 

‘The current nine teams can only “protect” 10 
players in their active roster, giving Welcoat a 
huge pool to choose from. 

‘Welcoat will also have the 10th pick overall in 
the Rookie Draft this August before picking first 
in the second round. 

"Well only know the composition of the team. 
after the draft and the tryouts,” said Austria. 
“Мете hoping to get a competitive lineup.” 

Welcoat is moving to the PBA after winning six 
PBL championships in 12 Finals appearances. 
‘The PBL recently paid tribute to the franchise for 
its outstanding 10-year stint in the league. 


WEEK'S BEST: Lordy Tugade slices through the Ginebra defense. exams 


Ozamiz cagers draw first blood in NBC semis 


VALENCIA CITY—DEFENDING CHAMPION OZAMIZ 
Cotta outsteadied Valencia Golden Harvest, 86-83, 
Sunday night to take a 1-0 lead in their best-of-three 
semifinal series in the southern division of the 2006 
Guerrero Brandy-NBC national basketball champi- 
onship at this city's packed gym. 

Marlon Basco hit an undergoal stab in the dying 
seconds to give Mayor Reynaldo Parojinog's cagers 
the all-important road win. 

After the Valencia squad of Mayor Jose Galario Jr. 
inched ahead, 84-83, Basco eluded his guard to pro- 


vide the difference in the close contest. 

Ozamiz guns for the clincher today when it faces 
Valencia anew at its home court. 

Basco dished out another sparkling all-around per- 
formance with 24 points on eight-of-12 shooting, 14 
rebounds, five assists, one steal and one block. 

Billy Bansil also came up with a double-double finish 
(21 points and 10 rebounds) to back up Basco in the 
match sponsored by Panasonic, Sulpicio Lines, Nature's 
Spring Mineral Water, Spring Cooking Oil, Regent 
Foods, Firefly Lightings, Molten and Prime Channel. 


Xavier routs Merrengues, 
grabs Adidas Futsal lead 


SCORING ALMOST AT WILL AT 


Romario Gaucho, who scored his 


every opportunity, Xavier Alumni RC first goal in the 16th minute, added 
whitewashed Los Merrengues, 12- five more in the match, while Teo 
0, over the weekend to wrest the Ocampo scored five of his own to 
lead in the men’s second division A, help Union FC to its first win in the 
even as Union Football Club debut- men's second division (Group В). 


ed with a 14-3 rout of Marine Offi- 


Meanwhile, Philippine Air Force 


‘cers at the resumption of the 2006 downed Pasargad, 8-3, to also climb 
Adidas Futsal Championship at the into the lead in the first division. 


FMAC Gym at La Salle Green Hills. 


Ruben Doctora, 


Emelio Calig- 


led by Raymond Cordova's six dong and Ian Araneta had two goals 
‘goals, the Xavier booters completely each for the Airmen, while Мас 
‘outplayed Los Merrengues for their  Bahadoran also scored two goals as 
second victory in as many starts in Pasargad took its second defeat. 


the three-month long futsal event 


In other first division matches, 


sponsored by Adidas and held inco- the Veterans blanked Superfriends, BAHRAIN CAGE CHAMPS 


‘operation with the National Capital 4-0, for its first win; Kaya FC drew 
five goals from Aly Borromeo and 
Gabriel Narciso and John Paul one from Jon Chua to tum back 
Santos added two goals each, while Navy, 65; and University of Asia 
John Patrick Ong, Aris Cebrero and and the Pacific, behind Nicholas 
Emil Balidio chipped in one apiece Reyes and Marc Von Grabowski, 
‘whipped the AFP Selection, 10-2. 


Region Football Association. 


to complete the rout. 


E 


“Малої (Basco) bailed us out tonight,” said Oza- 
miz head coach Albert Calvo. "But we have to exert 
more effort to finish the series early." 

The scores: 

OZAMIZ 86—Basco 24, Bansi 21, Cavan 11, Sampllo 10, llanga 
9, Langco 6, Guerrero 3, Lapera 2, Delina 0, Alberto 0, Libatog 0, 
Cabigkis 0. Caylan 0. 

VALENCIA 83—Cabil 18, Cruz 14, Navales 12, Berami 9, Adams 
8, Caliz6, Concha 4, Clavel 4, Nalon 4, Cummings 2, Cesar 2, Braga 
0, Dumapig 0, Taligatos 0. 

Quarters: 26-24, 52-45, 65-60, 86-83. 


Bahrain Basketball Association president Sheikh Mohammed (third from left) and his deputy 
present the trophy to Philippine Ambassador Pablo Maglaya (fourth from left) and Aldrin 
Morante (left) after national shooting champion Nathaniel "Tac" Padilla's Spring Cooking Oil 
cagers bagged the Bahran-RP Goodwill Games crown Friday by routing the Bahrain national 
squad. Also in picture are delegation head Tito Palma (in red shirt), coach Efren “Yong” 
Garcia and players Chito Victolero, Nelson Asaytono, Danny Capobres, Long David, Eric 
Gascon, Gilbert Neo, Mar Reyes and Nani Epondulan. 


on June 30, 2006 - STARTS AT 8:30A.M. SHARP. 


Orcollo tops California pool 
THE PHILIPPINES MONEY-GAME KING DENNIS 
Orcoto bested countryman Gandy Vale, 11-7, in the 
finals Sunday to win tne 9-ball division of the Hard 
Times Summer Jamboree biliards in Sacramento, 
California. The 27-year-old Orcollo won the top 
purse of $3,500 undefeated. On the way to the 
championship clash, he beat Don Otson (9-3), David 
Вейс (0-2). Amar Kang (9-3), Tony Chohan (9-9), 
Maissa ite (9-2) and Tyler Edey (9-7) Valle set- 
tied for the runner-up prize of $2,200. Edey and 
Масаси fled up te top four places. Vale, who 
ke Orcollo is sponsored by Perry Mariano, 
smashed Tony Pak (8-4) pool legend Jose 
“Amang” Paria (9-5) and Warren Като (9-5) be- 
fore losing to Edey (9-7) in the winner's bracket in 
the fourth round. Marion Bernardino, contributor 


Mangio-Isip dispute title 

| 190 RIDERS GEAR UP FOR THE TES AT 
Stake in the championship round this Saturday of 
1ле 2006 Petron National Jetski Series at the Subic 

| Waterfront Beach. Michael Mangio and Alex isip are 
dispute the Novice Rider of the Year plum in tha 

| faces presented by Petron and sponsored by SB- 

t MA, Networx Jetsports, Gerry's Grill, Courtyard Inn, 


SPORTSWATCH 


Premiere Ready Mix, WOW Jet Sk-Puerto Galera, 
Cars and Oycles Autocenter, Ford Global City, Dex- 
terton, Atoy Body Kits, Alex Car Restoration Service, 
‘Subic Homes, Petron Lakeshore Toll Service Facility, 
HSD Iced Products and Hizon Laboratories. Mangio, 
29-year-old executive of the Lakeshore Develop- 
ment Corp. is eyeing a third straight win that will 
clinch him the Novice 4-Stroke tile against Robbie 
David and Jeremy Chua and the top novice award. 
Isip. a former motocross rider, Б also gunning for 
the tit inthe Novice 2-strokes css against Dax 
Figueroa, А-А. Nell Alvarez and JR Pineda. Also 
favored in the other divisions are BJ Ang in the Ex- 
pert Runabout 800 Open, former Mutya ng Pilipinas 
Darlene Carbungco in the Women's Runabout, BJ 
Ang In the Expert 800 class and Paul del Rosario In. 
the Sport cass, the Open Sk and the Expert 125 
Unlimited, 


Big derbies slated at $]С 

A PAIR OF BIG DERBIES BACKED BY SAGUPAAN 
 Complexor 3000 is slated at the San Juan Coliseum. 
‘Action starts on Wednesday wih the Gentlemen 
Cockers Asociation of the Philippines (GCAP) Grand 


Pacquiao, 
Roach due 
today from 
Los Angeles 


BOXING HERO MAN- "po „= 
ny Pacquiao and train- 
er Freddie Roach wil 
plane in from Los An- 
geles this moming and 
immediately buckle 
down to work for the 
final phase of his train- 
ing for the July 2 cash 
with Oscar Larios at 
the Araneta Coliseum. 

Pacquiao, who is ar- 
riving with members PACQUIAO 
of his management group, is expected to report 
to the gym in the afternoon to resume his work- 
‘out and sparring sessions, 

In his last training session in Los Angeles, 
‘where he sparred 12 rounds, the Filipino ring 
icon weighed close to the 130-Ib regulatory limit 
and appeared relaxed and in a good mood. 

"АЙ we need to do is fine-tune the game plans 
crafted to counter the perceived strength, talent 
and skills of Oscar Larios,” said Roach, in an inter- 
view with the Philboxing.com. recently. 

"The format of Manny' training is geared for 
him to go over 12 rounds with Larios. If we get a 
knockout before that, that is a blessing we will 
gladly accept.” 

“Judging from the relaxed manner he handled 
everything, including the media interviews, Man- 
пу Pacquiao, by all indications, is primed and 
ready to rumble,” said the Los Angeles-based Ed 
De la Vega, a member of the fighters entourage. 

Pacquiao, according to his business associate 
Rex "Wakee" Salud, will do his final workout at 
the Rizal Coliseum, which is deemed a bigger 
area to hold his training sessions. 

‘Also among those arriving with Pacquiao are 
his American managers Shelly Finkel, Nick Khan 
and Keith Davidson, Filipino trainer Buboy Fer- 
nandez, and boxers Gerry Peñalosa and Emel 
Fontanilla. Salven L. Lagumbay, contributor 


Intervillage golf 
today at F. Hills 


THE 2006 NOKIA CUP INTERVILLAGE GOLF 
toumament resumes today with the staging of 
the Nokia 3 eliminations at Forest Hills in Antipo- 
lo featuring nine teams from various golfing vil- 
lages in the metropolis. 

Former champion Greenhills heads the cast in 
the first round of the 36-hole qualifies in the 
third Nokia group. The other teams vying for the 
top four berths in the grand finals are BF Resort, 
Merville, Blue Ridge, Cinco Hermano/Monte 
Vista, New Manila, San Lorenzo, South Bay Gar- 
den and Valle Verde 3/5. 

"Teams with local knowledge of the tough up- 
and-layout are sure to shine in the tournament 
sponsored by telecommunications giant Noki 

‘Ayala Alabang topped the Nokia 1 elimina- 
tions at Riviera, beating BF Homes, Pilar Village. 
and Alabang 400, while Hillsborough showed 
the way in the Nokia 2 qualifiers as it bested La 
Vista, Tahanan and Xavierville. 

“The top four teams in each of the three divi- 
sions after the eliminations will advance to the fi- 
nals ofthe 120-play, 8-to-count toumament. 


Championship 5-cock derby featuring more than 70. 
fights. Today Is the submission of entries from 2 
p.m. to 9 рл. For inquiries, call Ronnie at 725- 
5369, 725-6563 or 0917-8041691. The United 
Backyard Breeders Association (UBBA) wil stage a. 
special 3-cock derby on July 1. More than 50 entries 
have confirmed for the event which offers a total 
prize of P200,000, said Ronnie Lacsina of UBBA. 
Entry tee is P5,500, 


Sta. Ana 3-cocker today 

IT WILL BE A FOUR-CORNERED FIGHT AMONG 
derby aces from Pasay, Paraflaque, Las Piñas and 
Makati in a special 3-cock derby which kicks off at 7 
p.m. today at the Sta. Ana Cockpit in Makati City. 
More than 50 malches are on tap n the event that 
‘stakes P150,000 in total cash prizes, said host Cito 
Manansala. Next Tuesday, June 27, iwi be Nelson 
Pacquiao's turn to host another 3-cock derby atthe 
same venus on AP Reyes Avenuo Meanwhile plt 
manager Butchoy Olano has confirmed the partici- 
pation of more than 150 entries in the much-awaited 
“Fastest Win-One Cock Ulutan” on July 1. A guaran- 
teed prize of P300,000 is up for grabs for an entry 
fee of P2.200. For inquiries, call the Sta. Ana Cockpit. 
al 898-3474 or 898-3475. 
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Miami nears title 
as Wade hits 21 


of 25 free throws 


HEAT'S Dwyane Wade soars to shoot under pressure from Mavericks’ DeSagana Diop (right) 


the second half of Game 5 of their NBA Finals. 


MIAMI—DWYANE WADE SCORED 43 
points, including two free throws with 
1.9 seconds left in overtime, to give the 
Miami Heat a 101-100 victory over the 
Dallas Mavericks and a 3-2 lead in the 
NBA Finals. 

The series now shifts to Dallas on Tuesday, 
where Miami can wrap up the first title in its 
18-year history by winning either Game Six 
or, if necessary, Game Seven. 

Wade hit only 11 of 28 shots for the game 
but21 of 25 free throws, none bigger than the 
two he nailed in the dying seconds following a 
foul by Dallas center Dirk Nowitzki. 

A three-quarter-court shot by Mavericks 
guard Devin Harris was way off the mark as 
the buzzer sounded, setting off an explosive 
roar from the American Airlines Arena 
crowd. 

A 17-foot fade away shot by Nowitzki in 
heavy traffic with 9.1 seconds left had given 
the Mavericks a 100-99 lead but Wade drew 
the foul by Nowitzki while driving to the bas- 
ket. 

Jason Terry scored 35 points to lead the 
Mavericks, hitting 13 of 23 shots, including 
four of nine from beyond the arc. 

Dallas entered the game with its confi- 
dence shaken after blowing a 13-point lead in 
the final six minutes of a 98-96 loss in Game 


REUTERS 


‘Three, and then getting blown out 98-74 in 
Game Four. 

‘On top of that, key reserve Jerry Stack- 
house was suspended for Sunday's game for a 
flagrant foul committed against Shaquille 
O'Neal in the third quarter of Game Four. 

A jam by center Erick Dampier gave Dallas 
293-91 lead with 10.1 seconds left in regula- 
tion. But Wade tied the game with an acrobat- 
ic five-foot bank shot with only 2.8 seconds 
remaining, 

Following a time-out, Terry's attempt at a 
‘game-winning 17-footer rimmed out, sending 
the game into the extra session. 

O'Neal finished with 18 points and 12 re- 
bounds but the 13-time All-Star was a miser- 
able two for 12 from the free-throw line. 

Miami was 32 for 49 from the line, while 
Dallas was 21 of 25. 

‘Josh Howard added 25 points for the Mav- 
ericks but the third-year player missed to key 
free throws with 54 seconds left in overtime 
with Dallas holding a 98-97 lead. 

Miami's Gary Payton responded with a lay-up 
high off the glass with 29.8 seconds left to give 
Miami a 99-98 lead, setting up Nowitzki’ poten- 
tial game-winner with nine seconds left. 

‘The Mavericks easily defeated Miami in the 
first two games of the series in Dallas, but 
have lost all three in Miami. Reuters 


Sports fans have twice the fun 


MIAMI, FLORIDA—THIS IS AN EXTRA SPE- 
cial time of year to be an American sports fan. 

With the NBA Finals and the 2006 Fifa World 
Cup going on at the same time, fans attending the 
Miami/Dallas series have the best of both worlds 

Before cheering on their beloved basketball 
heroes at night they can catch the United States 
playing football during the day. 

* have definitely paid more attention this year 
than any other year” said Russell Johnson who 
made the trip to Miami from Vicksburg, Mississip- 
pito catch game five of the NBA Finals. "Soccer is 
getting more and more popular in the United 
States thanks to things like Fifa’s video games." 

Many of the beach-front bars in Miami are 
hosting special World Cup parties and showing 
games live on big screen TVs. Waiters are decked 
ош in jerseys of their favorite teams and souvenir 
shops in areas lke Lite Hait and Чаще Cuba' are 


Res, умы 
sug ДАНА 
WARE VESPA) 
GR 2 


pace Ppa SON 
ing шиа (i, BY TOP CHOICE 


Sing юа (Шр 
аз Pride (8), беле In 


{ип se, So! 
Foy nee 
а Боа Le Sam 
Т 
вз“ ? 5—(Pentun/ini— 


(fea Runner (2) 
боша Brook (0). Muse 


selling football merchandise. 

Popular South Beach bars lie the Clevelander 
are wooing football fans with Happy Hour (half 
price drinks) and a breakfast special because 
many of the game are broadcast live early in the 
morning in the United States. 

Germany's Dirk Nowitzki would like nothing 
more than to win an NBA title with the Dallas 
Mavericks and then head to Europe to celebrate a 
German victory in the World Cup. 

"you know, they have a young team, and they 
have got а new coach that's tying to do some 
stuff" Nowitzki said of the German team. "Tm just 
sad that I can't be there to support the team and T 
cart really watch too much because Fm really fo- 
cused on the finals” 

Miami police officer Вапу DeRose boldly pre- 
dicted the Americans would bounce back from | 


their slow start and win the tournament. AFP — 
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COLT 45 proudly congratulates BAMBOO for bagging five major awards 
and a special Peoples Choice award in the 19th AWIT AWARDS. 


"Bes: Balad (Much Has Beer 


вен Performance by а Group Recording А 


rise (Hallelujah) + Album of the Year (Light, Peace, Love) « Song of the Year (Hallelujah) 


id) * Best Rock Song (Halles) + People's Choice Award for song (Hallelujah) 


Let the buyer beware: Heat 
are now a white-hot ticket 


MIAMI—WHENEVER ERIC WOOL- 
worth checks his messages, there's a 
request waiting. Doesn't matter if 
its his home phone, his office, his 
cell, his e-mail, someone has always 
made the same inquiry. 

"you got any tickets for me?" 

Not long ago, the answer usually 
was, “Yes.” 

Back then—as recently as the 
2003.04 season—the Miami Heat 
didn't even try го sell out their home 
building because they knew the 
supply of seats easily exceeded the 
demand of fans willing to pay for 
them. So thick black curtains cor- 
doned off much of the arena's high- 
est level, hiding thousands of empty 
chairs. 

Now, the Heat are the hottest 


world number one—and lifted him from 13th to 
number nine in the new ATP singles rankings. 
Last weeks stellar performance led to Hewitts 
winning a record-equaling fourth Sella ttle and 
leaves him in excellent shape for the Wimbledon 


ticket in South Florida, thanks to 
Shaquille O'Neal, Dwyane Wade 
and anyone else who played a role 
in the team reaching the NBA Finals 
for the first time. And when Wool- 
worth returns those calls these 
days, his answers aren't received so 
warmly. 

"1 still do my best to get back to 
everybody,” said Woolworth, the 
Heat's president of business opera- 
tions, “even if it's just to say, ‘Sorry.”” 

Every regular-season and playoff 
game this season at AmericanAir- 
lines Arena was a sellout, including 
Sunday's Game 5 of the NBA Finals 
between the Heat and the Dallas 
Mavericks. Over 53 games—41 in 
the regular-season, 12 in the play- 
offs—the Heat drew about 1.1 mil- 


lion fans, a team record. 

Not only are the seats filled by 
20,000-plus every night, they're 
star-studded now, too. 

Enrique Iglesias and Anna 
Kournikova are regulars, So is Glo- 
ria Estefan. Singer Jimmy Buffett is 
a longtime Heat season-ticket hold- 
er. Football Hall of Famer Dan Mari- 
no and other past and current Мїа- 
mi Dolphins stars are often in atten- 
dance. 

Beyonce, Donald Trump, Alex: 
Rodriguez, you name it, if they're a 
star living in or coming through 
South Florida, they've probably 
been toa Heat game this season. 

"When you think about who's: 
here to watch us play,” point guard 
Jason Williams said, “it’s crazy.” AP 


Hewitt returns to top 10 with Stella Artois win 


SINGAPORE—AUSTRALIAN LLEYTON HE- 
witt vaulted back into the world's top 10 on 
Monday after triumphing at London's Stella 
Artois Wimbledon warm-up event. 

Sunday's 6-4, 6-4 victory over American James 


Switzerland's Roger Federes—who equaled 
Biom Borgs record of 41 consecutive victories on 
grass by winning the tile in Halle—stays world 
number one with 7,260 points. Spain's world 
‘number two Rafael Nadal has 4,545 with Argeh- 
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grasscour grand slam, which starts on June 26. 
eda 17-month itle drought for Hewitt—a former 


tine third-placed David Nalbandian at fourth. 
The top of the rankings remained unchanged. 


‘American Andy Roddick remained fifth. Reuters 
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Brazil advances; France struggles 


BERLIN—BRAZIL OVERCAME A BATTLING AUSTRALIA TO AD- — InSunday'sotherGroupF game, draw with France in a thrilling line before being parried by Lee. 
vance to the World Cup's last 16 on Sunday but France were left Croatia and Japan both squan- finish to their Group G game. But France failed to capitalize 
Struggling for survival despite ending an eight-year goal drought. dered opportunities in а goalless After just nine minutes, striker on their momentum, and they paid the West Africans to retain chances 
S Defending champions Brazil secured Brazil's second round draw that hit both sides chancesof Thierry Нему slid a leftfoot shot the price for easing back when of progressing to the last 16. 
"tended their record winning place, but listless striker Ronaldo making it past the group stage. past Korean Lee Woon- Park Ji-sung poked a spinning ball Brazil's forlorn striker Ronaldo 
Gironde she World Cup finals to was substituted for the second Keeper Yoshikatsu Kawaguchi was де for France’ fist goal at the fi- past keeper Fabien Barthez to was also booked against Australia, 
ine games with a 2-0 win over gamerunning. Australia werelleft Japan's hero, diving low to his left nals since they crushed Brazil-0 in equalize after 81 minutes ‘Though he set up the opening goal 
‘Australia, although they strug- to rue wasted chances as substi- to save a Darijo Sma penalty. Paris to win the 1998 world ttle. Zinedine Zidane's substitution for Adriano, he botched one 
fled to dominate and often came tute Harry Kewell missed one The climax of the day's action ‘Twenty-three minutes ler it in injury time could mark his chance and was involved in a heat- 
under fierce pressure. Open goal and later shot just over came in Leipzig, where South Ko- shouldhavebeen2-Owhena Patrik World Cup farewell-he will miss ей touchline argument with coach 
* Goals from Adriano and Fred the bar from long range. Tea grabbed a late goal for a 1-1 Мега header appeared to cross the the next game with Togo after Carlos Alberto Parreira. Reuters 


Super-sub’s pt 
deep cross 
lifts Korea 
to 1-1 draw 


LEIPZIG—SOUTH KOREA SUPER-SUB SEOL 
Ki-Hyeon, whose deep cross set up Park Ji-Sung's 
‘opportunist equalizer in the 1-1 draw with 
France, said he reveled in the room given to him 
by the fading 1998 World Cup winners. 
Coach Dick Advocaat sent on the Wolves 
winger after half-time and Seol worried the age- 
ing French team with his pace and trickery. 
French coach Raymond Domenech fielded 
the country’s oldest ever international side 
with an average age of 30 years and 289 days 
and several players toiled late in the second 
halfas South Korea surged forward. 
One of the old stagers, 34-year-old defend- 
er Lilian Thuram, equaled Marcel Desailly's 
record of 116 appearances for Les Bleus but it 
‘was not a comfortable night for the Juventus 
star. 
'Seol's introduction was the second tactical 
masterstroke by Advocaat in the tournament 
after he gambled in the last 45 minutes 
against Togo by playing with four forwards 
‘when South Korea trailed 1-0. 
% The winner from substitute Ahn Jung- 
Hwan proved him right on that occasion and 
Seol repaid the coach's confidence in his abili- 
ty with a sparkling 45 minutes against the 
French. 
“I am very happy with the result and the 
way I played,” said Seol, who was part of the 
South Korea team which rampaged to the se- 
mi-finals of the 2002 World Cup. 
“The first half was very difficult for us but 
the French are not physically perfect and in 
the second half we got some chances. Е 
“| was ready to play and Mr. Advocaat gave WORLD Cup matches: From top left, clockwise: Japan's Alessandro Santos (lft) and Croatia's Ivica Olic 
ще the chance to show something. When I Japan's goal keeper Yoshikatsu Kawaguchi makes a save on a penalty kick by Croatia's Dado Prsoin Nurem! 
moved to the right side I felt more confident Group F match in Munich; Brazi's Fred jubllates after scoring the second goal for his team; South Korea players celebrate after Park Ji 
about winning the one-on-ones. ‘AFP against France in Leipzig; and France's Zinedine Zidane (10) and South Korea's Kim Young-Chul (2) compete for the ball. 


Japanese plot ‘miracle win’ over Brazilians 


BONN—JAPAN MAY HAVE ОМ. Croatia kept alive both sides’ hopes Japan in Nuremberg on Sunday. Miami in the first round of the 
ly the slimmest of chances of to reaching the second round."We “I will give all Ihave. Never 1996 Atlanta Olympics. because our opponents are 
beating Brazil for survival in the know how good Brazil are, but we mind if fd get cramps and col- The victory albeit at an under. Brazil. We have experience of |, First Round 
World Cup, butthe Asian champi- intend togivethemarealbattle” lapse,” added the former agelevel,isfondly rememberedat playing them before,” Zico said. ‘GROUP A 
‘ons have not ruled out a “miracle "We are hanging on by the Portsmouth keeper. home as the "miracle of Miami." In World Cup Сгоир-Е Brazil 
Sun over the fivetimeholders. — Зал of our teeth,” said goalkeep- Kawaguchi repelled a bar- Japan also take pride in a22 reached the second round on | x-Eousdor 
“Football ove upsome unex- er Yoshikatsu Kawaguchi whose rage of shots—including a draw against Brazil in the first Sunday by defeating Australia 2. | x ettany 
pected results,” Japan coach Zico masterful save of a Croatian Roberto Carlos free kick— round ofthe Confederations Cup 0. The Australians! beat Japan 3-1 | Poland 
Said after the 00 draw against penalty kept a clean sheet for when Japan upset Brazil 1-0 in in Germany a year ago. intheir opener. Coe ea, 
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SOUTH Korean fans watcha live TV broadcast of the Korea-France 
showdown on a giant video installed in downtown Seoul. The match 


ended ina 1-1 draw. 


Swathe of WC players sport tattoos 


SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA—AN EARLY morning 
Kickoff didn't deter hundreds of thousands of 
South Korean soccer fans from reveling Monday 
in their narrow esc ape, after tying 1-1 with 
France to keep their World Cup dreams alive. 

‘Although the match started at 4 a.m. local 
time, the streets of Seoul and cities across the 
country were still packed with “Red Devils,” 
as South Korea's fans are known. Some 
690,000 fans gathered outdoors nationwide, 
including 280,000 in Seoul, police said. 

It was South Korea's star player Park Jisung 
who leveled the game, in the 81st minute, help- 
ing keep hopes alive that the country might re- 
peat its performance in the 2002 World Cup 
when South Korea reached the semifinals. 
ме “Although our team lacked much strategy in the 


first half of the game, Tm satisfied to see that with 
ош relentless spirit our team at leas tied with one 
of the best tradicional soccer heavyweights,” said 
Oh Jung-hwan, 50, who stayed up the whole 
night at Jamsil Olympics Stadium in Seoul. 

Given the early starting time, some compa- 
nies gave their workers Monday off while oth- 
ers reportedly called their staff in early so they 
could watch the game together. 

"Because | understand my employees enthu- 
siasm for soccer, 1 gave them the half-day off so 
that they could cheer on our team freely" said 
Oh, who runs his own interior design company. 

Others weren't so lucky. One group of high 
school students in uniforms were cheering early 
Monday with bloodshot eyes—matching the 
team’s red strip—before heading to class. АР 
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BERLIN—FIFA DIRECTIVES TO among the 735 players taking part апп, though somellinguisticexpents shirt at Manchester United but has 


keep their shirt on after scoring atthe event. 
Drawings, messages of undy- 


might keep many of them under 


say it contains inaccuracies. 


worn 23 at Real Madrid—and а 
‘Under Victoria’sname—‘it would number of other additions includ- 


‘wraps, but the World Cup brings to- ing love, children’s names cover look tacky if I had Мова just in En- inga winged guardian angel across 
gether а swathe of players who arms, backs, legs and necks, as glish,” Beckham says—is the Latin the back of his neck and a Michel- 
phrase А Amem et Foveam, mean- angelo angel on his right arm. 


don’t mind getting the needie—for well as other assorted regions. 
Beckham famously 
‘The beneedled skin of England names of sons Brooklyn, Romeo 


the sake of sporting a tattoo. 


has the ing that which I love and adore. 


"Му dad had three tattoos of his 
‘On one arm he also has his Eng- own and so the idea has been with 


skipper David Beckham is well doc- and Cruz as well as that of his wife, land number seven in Roman nu- mesince I wasa kid," the player ance 
tumented but he is far from alone Victoria—in Hindi—on his fore- merals—he wore the same number explained. АЕР 
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Korea Republic 
Fra 
Switzerland 
Togo 


Spain 
Saudi Arabia 
Tunisia 
Ukraine 
astencedtosseond round 


YESTERDAY'S RESULTS 
вай, Australia 0, France 1, South Korea 1 
Croatia 0, Japan 0 
TODAY'S MATCHES 
Togo vs Swntzrtand—Dortmund; 
Spain vs Tuniska—Stutigart; 
Saudi Arabia vs Ukraine—Hamburg 
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MTRCB reprimands GMA 


7, ABS-CBN and F channel ; 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


and Classification Board (MTRCB) has 

reprimanded three channels: СМА 7 

for the late-night documentary program *l- 

Witness"; ABS-CBN for the primetime reality 

show "Pinoy Big Brother: Teen Edition"; and 
E channel 34 on Destiny Cable. 

The MTRCB held an adjudication meet- 
ing with ABS-CBN officials last June 1 and 
with F and GMA 7 representatives last 
June 6. 

In a memo dated May 10, five MTRCB 
agents complained that the F channel 
aired “on or about 2 p.m. on May 9” a 
“scene/portion wherein a male model 
[showed] his [genitals], covered with dec- 
orative material, as well as female models 
with their breasts exposed.” 


T HE MOVIE AND TELEVISION REVIEW 


Meeting today 

Such scenes, the agents had pointed 
out, “were not fit for TV viewing.” 

Tn a phone interview on Saturday, MTR- 
CB chair Ma. Consoliza P Laguardia said F 
channel had not responded to the com- 
plaint. “The channels have 10 days to re- 
spond after our last meeting.” 

The board is set to meet with the chan- 
nel's representatives today. 

The reunion show of ABS-CBN's "PBB" 
last June 4, according to Laguardia, aired 
words with double meaning. 

“We are planning to invite 'PBB' repre- 
sentatives again, to prevent the repetition 
of the same mistakes,” said Laguardia. 

“The Sunday show was produced by a 
different group, not by the ‘PBB’ team. 1 
wonder what the chair was referring to,” 
ТУ director Laurenti Dyogi told Inquirer 
via SMS. 

‘The MTRCB also summoned representa- 
tives of two other Kapamilya shows, 
"Home Boy” on ABS-CBN and “It's a Guy 


‘Kinsey’ 
uncut 


at Ayala 
cinemas 


THE PROVOCATIVE- 
drama “Kinsey,” star- 
ring Liam Neeson, 
Laura Linney, Peter 
Sarsgaard and Chris 
O'Donnell, will be 
shown in its original, 
uncut R-18 version 
exclusively at Ayala 
Malls Cinemas—Glo- 


687-6963 
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‘Lewd’ footage should 
be seen in cultural 
context, says 
documentarian 


Thing" on Studio 23, for a meeting set to- 
day. Representatives of the GMA 7 sitcom 
"Lagot Ka, Isusumbong Kita” were also 
called to the same hearing. 

Lastly, the complaint against GMA 7 
centered on the “I-Witness” episode enti- 
tled “Lukayo: Hindi Ito Bastos,” reported 
and anchored by Howie Severino. 

Severino told Inquirer Entertainment in 
a phone interview on Saturday that the 
docu’s goal was “to educate the public on 
an age-old tradition that was first docu- 
mented by ethnologist and National Artist 
for Dance Ramon Obusan.” 

The “offending” footage involved fertili- 
ty rituals, “masturbation” and wooden 
phalluses, according to the seven MTRCB 
agents who signed the complaint letter 
dated May 30. 

The agents reported that the docu was 
"aired last May 22 around 11:30 p.m." 

Severino corrected this in the network's 
“counter-affidavit,” presented to the 
board on June 6, saying the "show was 
broadcast after midnight." 

Severino said GMA 7's letter to the MTR- 
CB reiterated that the docu should be seen 
in its "cultural context." 

Laguardia acknowledged that “it pre- 
sented a ritual, but the general public 
might not be used to such scenes. The pro- 
ducers should have 'solarized' or blurred 
those sensitive portions." 


"We don't even agree [with the board] 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 


You can get your movie tickets now 
for “ Superman Returns " 
Showing on June 28, 2006 
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THE FUNNIEST SCARY MOVIE OF THEM ALL! 


to uncover the most 
private secrets of 
America. 


Sexual behavior 

Liam Neeson stars 
as Kinsey who, in 
1948, changed 
American culture 
with his book, “Sexu- 
al Behavior in the 
Human Male.” 

Interviewing thou- 
sands of people 
about the most inti- 
mate aspects of their 
lives, Kinsey hoped 
to lift the weight of 
secrecy and shame 
from а society in 
"which sexual prac- 
tices were mostly 
hidden. 

His work sparked 
one of the most in 
tense cultural de- 
bates of the past cen- 
tury that still rages 
on today. 


Global fame 

The movie ге 
counts the scientists 
extraordinary jour- 
ney from obscurity to 
global fame, 

Kinsey and his 
team refined an in- 
terviewing technique 
that helps people to 
break through 
shame, fear, and guilt 
and speak Кешу p = 
about their sexual 
histories. 
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From page A2-1 


that it's masturba- 
tion,” ^ Severino 
countered. "It was a. 
Lenten ritual in- 
volving flagellants 
in Cagayan 
province. It had 
nothing to do with 
sex. 

Chapter IV of the 
MTRCBs Imple- 
menting Rules and 
Regulations defines 
an X-rated movie or 
TV show as one that 
depicts sexual con- 
tent “in a patently 
lewd, offensive or 
demeaning man- 
ner.” 

“But that is sub- 
ject to interpreta- 
tion,” Severino 
stressed. 

Severino assert- 
ed that the docu- 
mentary had "aca- 
demic value. It's in 
the public interest. 
Ies about our her- 
itage. It can also be 
seen in light of gen- 
der politics.” 

Severino said 
that the network 
had planned “to 
submit to the MTR- 
CB a second state- 
ment [yesterday], 
in which we would 
politely clarify our 
intent in airing the 
docu.” 


Songs 
about 
falling 
out... 


From page A2-6 


As for Alcantara, 
who hardly quali- 
fes as a guitar 
hero, it would have. 
to be his style of 
playing—simple, 
uncluttered, affect- 
ing. 

Backed by a 
steady rhythm sec- 
tion, MYMP is a 
recipe for feel-good 
vibes and romantic 
persuasion. 

But Fernandez, 
after doing a cover 
of "Every Little 
Thing She Does is 
Magic," a 1980s Po- 
lice hit, pointed 
out: "This concert’s 
title is not quite 
right, because what 
we're singing next 
are songs about 
falling out of love.” 

What we heard 
next was "Nakapag- 
tataka,” a Jim Pare- 
des tune about 
failed relation- 
ships 

We deliberately 
mentioned е 
songwriters in the 
repertoire because 
Fernandez didn't 
seem to care that 
these covers were 
largely responsible 
for the fame MYMP 
has been basking 
in. 

it was the opposite 
of how concert guest 
Nyoy Volante treated 
his performance. In a 
playful reference to 
the Apo, Volante 
troduced his jazz-in- 
flected version of 
“Panalangin” by say- 
ing: "Eto galing sa 
mga sinaunang boy 
bands.” 

To underscore the 
irony of the concert 
title, Volante and Fer- 
nandez proceeded to 
interpret an achingly 
sad Phil Collins origi- 
nal, “Separate Lives.” 
‘The crowd loved it 

In the end it all 
made sense. Never 
mind who wrote 
what. 
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: T the raven-hairéd actress Custer "They Died With years later 1 realized this 
amorous memories 3 starred opposite Flynn in Their Boots On.” "would be the last picture 1 
A “Captain Blood." Shewas18, ОР that film, she said, would make with Errol.” 
, i hewas 26 “There was areal griefwhen Вис as to whether the 
ofa ong- ost H Woo j Те pair made eight films, we made that. I felt thesame movie romance bloomed off- 
д the last being Raoul Walsh's way the next day and the day 
1941 drama about George after that. And many, many REMINISCING/ AZ 
LOS ANGELES—JUSTA COUPLE Montgomery Clift and Richard 
of weeks before turning 90, ac- Burton. 
tress Olivia de Havilland has re- : 
turned to bask in Hollywood gio. Remembering Flynn. 
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Own" and "The Р 

Heiress,” made her Ayala/t P enemas 
entrance — walking м 


briskly down the 
aisle of the Samuel 
Goldwyn Theater. 
The actress, born 
to British parents in 
1916 and raised in 
California along 
with her sister, ac- 
tress Joan Fontaine, 
looked elegant in a 
chic cream-colored 
silk suit, matching 
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On stage she sat 

through a series of 
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est movies and then = 
discussed a life that Y 
included on-screen А 
pairings with the 

likes of Errol Flynn, 
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[тоо know THOSE 
PLASTIC ALPHA- 
BET LETTERS WE 
USED To HAVE 
ом THE FRIDGE 
| WHEN I WAS 
urne? 


KAkiLos AKO № 
MAB/LIS 


KUNG WALA NA ANG 
SENADO.. MAS МАКА: 


Wagers PATI 
SERS/Syo KOA 


BABY BLUES 


BYJERRY SCOTT 


BY PM. JUNIOR 
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БҮ TONIGHT FOR A SHORT 
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BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


EARL, IM FINALLY? 

TAKING TIME To 

SHTOP AND SHMELL 
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swaps 
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ATOMO AND WEBOY 


BYLYRAGARCELLANO DIVINE COMEDY 


{тє we're сымыме 
MoUNT EVEREST, 
SHoULDWT ме BE 
TRAINING OR Some- 


ОҢ, І Suppose. BUT 
І бот SomeTHING 
Веттев! 


You Мем 
Like exegcise? 


Wi 
Pepsictes! Te 


негр US 
ACCLIMATIZ€ 


KIKO MACHINE 


BYMANIXABRERA MIKROKOSMOS 


Gusto Ko SANANG MAG- 
PONATE, KASO LANG, 
BUONG 50 PESOS РЕКА VO. 
KAYA Ko LANG IBIGAY, 


аме SIANG Kins TAURI 
ANG SATIUS. A 


NATHAN! NICHOLAS 
‘Saw PART OF YOUR 
BACHELOR PARTY 


BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 
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ACROSS 

1 Mnh 

6 Mimics 

10 Long-nosed 
fish 

14 Blackjack 
request 

15 Gift-tag word 

16 Old-time music 


halls 

37 Unyielding 

19 Sweet tubers 

20 Ancient 
‘marketplace 

21 Pal of Porthos 


28 Pig residence 

29 July 26th 
honoree 

31 Rope on the 
range 

33 Fancy tle 

34 Skater Michelle 

36 Numbered 
musical ресе 

39 Peruse a 
paragraph 

40 "Knots" author 

41 Lhasa — 

42 Actress 


By Alex Kochergin 
‘Sunnyvale, CA 
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4 Mrs. Peel of. 
“The Avengers" 


ee HOROSCOPE · «Й 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20}: Parner- 
and 


Thompson 5 Chemical tester 


43 Say it__ sol 
44 Layabout 

45 Coeur d. , ID 
47 Stato. 


6 Broadcast 
talent org. 
7 King of Troy 
8 Long time 


> >= 
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ав Amencan uncie 

50 Рап-ите 
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54 Hogs the mirror 


10 “The Third of 
May, 1808" 
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11 Malo features 

12 Send payment 


56 Simon and 13 Impertinent 
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64 Sign of the Russia 


future 
65 Lat. lst-ender 
66 Human trunk 
67 Rendered fat 
68 Legendary loch 
69 Discnarge 
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1 Hall a dance? 

2 Concealed 

3 Letter from 
Greece 


24 Perplexed 

25 Asphalt paver 

27 Praying figure. 

30 Of a junction 

32 Мапу 
amphibians 

за Deejay Casey 

35 Take fist place 

37 Software 
buyers 

38 Arranges by 
category 


52 Rings 
55 Repair 
57 Smelly, dirty alr 
60 Goddess. 
folly 
61 Anger 
62 Pompous 


son 
63 Drunkard 


$B Siet cyinder 
et ender 
18 Odor 

des poop 
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Е 
Difficulty Level Ж Ж 


Answer to previous puzzle 


HOW TO PLAY 
SU DOKU 


Fill the grid so that every 
column, every row and every 
3x3 box contains the digits 
1to9. 

Tips and program at 
www.sudoku.com 
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C aoee ENTERTAINMENT 
Engaging mix of fun and good sense 


EVERY SATURDAY AFTERNOON, tains its engaging mix of fun 
Channel 2 is telecasting а new and good sense in the months 
show about and for teenagers, to come. —That’s the way to 
"Lets Go." We caught the comedy gol 
show for the first time last June s 
10, and liked it for its brisk pac- New films on view 
ing, varied situations and perky 
performances. 
"Let's Go" deserves to be en- Liam Neeson as pioneering sex 
couraged because it gives some researcher Alfred Kinsey. In the 
10 starlets a chance to strut — e А “psycho-sexual drama,” Kinsey 
theirthespicstuffforviewersto 3 t is shown treading into new ter- 
like or sniff at. From the looks ritory with boldness, courage — — — — — — 
of it, some of the show's rela- and daring. It's sexy stuff, but. Je the 3 
tively unknown performers the movie also works hard to. It's the PAUL Giamatti and Bryce Dallas Howard in “Lady in Water” 
have what it takes to eventually shed light on the dark corner way to go world—and ours. myadong Dula,” was launched 
become young stars. of sexual psychology. "The Devil Wears Prada” last June 6 at the Main Theater 
This is an encouraging de- "Lady in the Water" started 3 stars Meryl Streep and Anne lobb; of rhe Cultural Center of 
parture from usual TV practice, Я Qutasa story that filmmaker M. for this Hathaway in a story set in the the Philippines. 
which is to load a show with as = Vers Night Shyamalan first thought quixotic, psychedelic world of The collection features five 
many star names as possible, 1 San up for his children. high fashion. contemporary — plays—‘Juan 
leaving “mere” starlets very (QE EN Be fi lela Heep new teen р pies’ Gane Now York City> Edi. 
few opportunities to do any re- i aul Giamatti) has been try- toryal,” “Separasyon,” "Matri- 
alacting. ing to disappear But, on ће Program ТӨ Casse book акшым юну вы “Риз ds lE 
On "Lets Go,” there aren't fight that irrevocably changes winning plays “Mga Pre- ia.” 
any big stars around, so the his life, he finds someone else 
lead starlets have the run ofthe hidden in his modest apart- 
show, and they make full use of ment building—a mysterious 
the rare opportunity toimpress young woman named Story 
and delight viewers. (Bryce Dallas Howard). She Why are movies better in 
Last June 10, the episode fo- has been living in the passage- P 
cusedonscenessetinabarand ways beneath the buildings Ayala 
dorm. On the negative side, the swimming pool. ` 
situations pretty much showed Cleveland discovers that Sto- 
teenagers having a fun but va- ry is a “narf”—a nymph-like £ 
pid time, more concerned with creature from a bedtime story - THX Certified Cinemas? 
looking fashionable than think- who is being stalked by vicious 
ing straight and doing what's creatures determined to pre- 
right. vent her from making the 
More positively, however, the treacherous journey from this 
show came up with insights in- world back to hers. 7 d. All of the above. 
toteenswhowastetheirtimein Thus, Cleveland and Story 
nightly “gimmicks,” bully oth- must work together to decipher THX certified cinemas ane 
ers into whining submission, a series of clues that will unlock esrecially constnucted 
and come to bitchy and wrong the pathway to her freedom. papi poe 
conclusions about someone's But the window of opportunity mas co Een. 
sexual orientation. for Story to return home is clo: Е 
"Lets Go" is produced main- ing rapidly, so Cleveland will 
Iytoentertainteenviewers,but_have fo face the demons that E LI 
the occasional thematic points have been hounding them, if ^ н 
it makes are welcome. Lers they hope to succeed in their gomma E 
hope that the teen show sus- dangerous attempt to save her 
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thought it was. But 1 doa мл. CINEMAS 
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“He said, ‘Its Er- JUNE 24, Saturday JUNE 27, Tuesday 8 pm 
rol.’ ‘Errol who? 1 


asked. It was his 


a перна Зыпар: below, 2. Id wilt oniy Һә 811998 
merry, but now they MIRCHp [Р @-1$ | COST? iim. тз лер a parent or p ne 


we BASED ON A TRUE STORY 
Me cud Tier Have You Ever Нелао or Тне Beut irc Lecevo? VISIT Wi ANAMERICINIUNTNGONINGCOM 
illand's voice, still 
resonant and іп- 
stantly recognizable, 
choked a bit as she 
said, "He died two 
weeks later." 


Happy retiree 
De Havilland has 
been retired from 
acting since appear- 
ing in a TV movie, 
"The Woman He 
Loved,” in 1988. 
Having lived in 
Paris for the past 
half-century, the ac- 
tress said she works 
on needlepoint, 
which she picked up 
while co-starring 
with Clift in the 
William — Wylerdi- 
rected film from 
1949, “The Heiress.” 
Asked about her fa- 
vorite role, һе 


replied: "I felt ‘Gone À 3 IT HAPPENED IN 1818, 


with the Wind’ would "s > 
Jast five years, and it’s NOW IT'S HAPPENING AGAIN , 


mE NOW АМ AMERICAN 
There is a special place 
fim and Melanie” Vis NOW SHOWING SHOWING H AT INTING 
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Aga is Ulirang Ama’ awardee 


TVE KNOWN AGA MUHLACH 
long before his “Bagets” days. 
Now, he has adorable twin 
bagets of his own—4-year-old 
Atasha and Andres. He also has 
an older son, Igi Boy, with Jan- 
ice de Belen. Asa friend, Morn- 
ing (his petname) is the kind 
who always makes his presence. 
felt. He is never absent from 
your life. I'm touched when he 
alls out of the blue just to 
check on me when I'm em- 
broiled in one or another con- 
troversy. If he is that attuned as 
a friend, you can just imagine 
what he's like as a dad. 

That's why it's no surprise that 
Aga received the “Ulirang Ama 
Award 2006" from the National 
Mothers Day & Fathers Day 
Foundation, Inc. on June 18. 
Considered the most prestigious 


Bow. 


Eddie's impact 

1HAVE always been in awe of Ed- 
die Garcia. I remember when I 
used to tag along with my Mom 
during her “See-True” days, that 
Tito Eddie's snappy answers on 
the show always made an impact 


award that could be given to an 
‘outstanding Filipino father, the 
distinction was given to Aga for 
his significant achievements as 
an actor and father. “I'm over- 
whelmed,” he gushed. “This 
recognition means more to me 
than any acting award.” 

‘Aga describes himself asa hands- 
on dad. "Charlene and I make sure 
that we are the first persons our 
kids see when they wake up." 

АШ his waking hours are truly 
spent being Aga—ang Ama. 


Dorty 
Woop 


Dolly Ann 
Carvajal 


under Sony BMG. In 


on me. For instance, his take on 
billing concerns was, “I don't 
make a fuss about billing. As long 
as my name is spelled correctly 
that’s all that matters." 

Tt was such a delight to touch 
base with him during the press- 
con of "I Wanna Be Happy" He 
plays a man whose wife (Gloria 
Romero) decides to leave him 
just when they are about to cele- 
brate their golden wedding an- 
niversary. How would he handle 
such a situation if it happened to 
him in real life? 


"Td let her go. It’s useless to 
keep loving someone who no 
longer feels the same way for 


you. I've come this far in ife to re 
alize that you cannot force things 
to happen. Just let nature take its 


course.” 


Take it from this well-respect- 
ed veteran, who has always 
known how to go with the flow. 
Now his heart overflows with all 
the lessons he spreads around so 


well 


EDDIE Garcia 


Dynamic duo 


PAULEEN Luna 


Late-night news comes early 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


“BANDILA,” ABS-CBN's REFORMATTED 
late-night newscast, will now be aired at an 
earlier time slot, 10:30, starting July 3. 

This development is to be announced today by 
Eugenio Gabriel Lopez III, network chair; Charo 
Santos, channel head and executive vice presi- 
dent; and Maria Ressa, senior vice president and 
head of News and Current Affairs. 

Ressa gave монга Entertainment а first look 
at the reprogramming or "re-gridding" of the 
late-night lineup. 

полная initially broke the story on May 28, af- 
ter three fatenight Curent Affairs 
shows—"Pipol,” “Kontrobersyal” and “Payong 
Kapatid”—were rumored to be facing cancella 
tion. 

Bigrisk 

While "Payong Kapatid” was tumed into a seg- 
ment on the moming program “Magandang 
Umaga Pilipinas,” “Pipol” and “Kontrobersyal” 
will soon stop airing, Ressa confirmed. 

After “many weeks of planning," the network 
is unveiling more “changes” in its evening lineup. 

Head of Current Affairs Luchi Cruz Valdez said 
the earlier newscast is “ап act of leadership." 

“IPs a big risk,” Ressa noted. "We are making a 
ber that Filipino viewers want to receive informa- 
tion while they are still awake.” 


OPENS TOMORROW 


MIRCB 


R-13 | 


STRICTLY FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE AND UP 


Media critics have lamented that late-night 
newscasts came in much too late, at 12 midnight, 
and Current Affairs programs, even later at 1 
am. 

"We are responding to a clamor" Valdez said. 

Valdez admitted that this move entails a huge 
sacrifice. "We are going up against Entertainment. 
shows on the other channels," she said. 

Moreover, Valdez said, there is the risk of los- 
ing revenues from advertisers who prefer Enter- 
tainment shows over N&CA programs. 


Judgment call 

“We are making a judgment call as a full net- 
work" Ressa explained. "In the Philippines, news 
is only 20 percent of the entire content; entertain- 
ment, 80 percent. [But] we got everyone's bless- 
ing, including the Entertainment people.” 

"The “re-gridding.” Ressa said, “represents the 
changes in our newsroom in the past year 
pushes our vision statement: excellent journalism 

[in the service of] nation-building.” 

Three days in the work week, the 30-minute 
newscast is to be followed by a one-hour Current 
Affairs program- making it “an hour and a half 
of N&CA on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday" 
Valdez said. 

“Entertainment kept only two days: Monday 
and Friday” Ressa said. "The three Current Af- 
fairs shows that have been retained are The Cor- 
respondents’ (Tuesday), '5.О СО” or ‘Scene of 
the Crime Operatives’ 
(Wednesday), апі 
"Probe (Thursday). 


TELEVISION and live comedy 
concert scene's dynamic duo, 
Jose Manalo and Wally Bay- 
ota, spread wacky cheers and 
comic flair in their debut CD, 
‘Jose & Wally Try Mo Langl,” 


dishing out tunes like "Multong 
Bakla, "Feeling Pogi,” and 


p 


ай 


"Kring Song," they throw in ri- 
otous exchanges. Jose and Wal- 
ly are no overnight successes. 
Their popularity is a product of 
years of struggle and hard 
work. Catch them at SM San 
Lazaro, June 23, SM Bacoor, 
June 24, Sta. Lucia East, June 
25, Klownz Quezon Avenue, 
June 27, and SM Valenzuela, 
June 30. 


Sugar & Spice Girl 
I ASKED Pauleen Luna how she 
trimmed down. “I avoid spicy 
food—so when I was in Singa- 
pore for a week, I could hardly eat 
a thing. Pumayat ako bigla!” she 
revealed. What about the spice in 
her love life? Is she really dating 
cager Mac Cardona of Talk and 
Text? She smiled, “We are just 
textmates, though Га like to 
get to know him more." Will 
they be the next show biz-PBA 
pair or have we had enough of 
hardcourt hard sell “love 

teams"? 


Ruffa, May I? 
RUFA Mae Quinto and Erik 
Santos were spotted be- 
ing very lovey- 
dovey in Esquini- 
ta. I texted Rufa 
for the real score 
but she hasnt 
replied. — Either 
she's too busy, or 
too happy, to text 
back Will their 
budding romance 
finally dispel nasty 
rumors that Erik is 
gay? With Ruffa 
Mae's sex appeal, 
how can any gay 
guy not tur into 
{ amean man even 
V ‘just for the feel and 


zat] Шон? 
Forget her not 


between 


SETS a a 
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AGA Muhlach with twins Atasha and Andres. 


DOES Iwa Moto have amnesia? A 
production staff member told me 
that he finds it strange that Iwa is 
chummy with him on the set but 
doesn't seem to recognize him at 
all when they bump into each 
other elsewhere. Or are her 
chinky eyes causing vision prob- 
lems? For a newcomer in the bi 
that's a dangerous sign. Can у 
picture what she'd be like, should 
she become a big star? She'd bet- 
ter be kind to all the people she 
meets on her way up ... because 
they are the same people she'll 
meet on her way down. 


Punch 


Whether ABS-CBN admits it or 
not, “Panday” didn't live up to ex- 
pectations—that's why it was 
short-lived. Hopefully, Jericho 
Rosales will be able to get the 
punch back in his career via “Pac- 


ous column. I shot back “You tell 
me! You were there when your ex 
Alicia created a scene, right?" 
Like the true gentleman that he 
is, Joey said, “I don't want it to 
come from me.” It turns out that 
Alicia saw him with another 
‘woman—that’s why she flared 
up. Needless to say, she isn't over 
him. The Joey Marquez mystique 
lives on long after he leaves a 
woman. Hmm... wish I could tell 
you why but I promised Joey to 
keep the MISStery a secret. 


Just friends 

JC DE Vera seemed shocked 
when I cornered him and asked, 
“Is Aifa of Sexbomb your girl- 
friend?” He gave the usual show- 
biz answer of ... just being her 
friend. But something in his eyes 
told me what he could not say. To 
(J) Cisto believe? 


quiao The Movie." Echo may have 


been knocked down for а while 
butnot knocked out. 


Marquez mystique 

Got a call from my fave kum- 
pare Joey (Marquez). He was 
asking me what my source told 
me about the Embassy incident 
which I wrote about їп my previ- 


Personal 
THANKS a mil to ever-gracious 
Mother Ricky Reyes and his effi 
cient staff at Megamall- Tess 
Sotto, Gina Laco, Elyn Obera 
and Cocoy for the red-carpet 
treatment. 

(E-mail wateringholeshangri- 
la@yahoo.com) 


Songs about falling out of love 


By Pocholo Concepcion 
Contributor 


THE BOOMING LOCAL MUSIC SCENE 
has spilled over to include cinemas as 
concert venues. 

Atthe SM Megamall, a recent gig featur- 
ing MYMP attracted a full-house crowd of 
teenagers, twentysomethings and young 
couples. Thirty minutes before show time, 
the line that snaked through the cinema 
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lobby was so long, fora second we thought 
we were going to lose our seats. 

MYMP a pop group led by guitarist Chin 
Alcantara and fronted by singer Juris Fer- 
nandez, is probably the hottest among the 
current crop of mellow music acts because 
its latest album had reportedly gone seven 
times platinum—a feat in an age of ram- 
pant CD piracy. 

Still the fans couldn't get enough of the 
group. The Megamall show was proof. 

Why would people normally attracted 
to artists with star quality fancy a very 
unassuming act like MYMP? 

Fernandez’s demeanor approximates 
that ofa shy plain Jane, so it's got to be her 
voice—heartfelt, pleasing, charismatic. 
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0% of OFW families save part of remittances 
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But BSP survey says only 
10% try knack at investing 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


ONLY ONE OUT OF 10 HOUSEHOLDS SUPPORTED 
by overseas Filipino workers’ remittances try to in- 
vest in stocks or private business, with four others 
choosing to save some money in banks and other de- 
pository institutions, the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
seid. 

A survey conducted by the BSP 
showed that about 10 percent of 
households based in Metro Manila 
have at least one OFW and of these 
families, 91.3 percent received re- 
mittances over the last 12 months. 

In terms of how the remittances 
were used, 95.5 percent or nearly 
all of the households spent part of 
the money to buy food and pay for 
other domestic expenditures, 

But BSP Deputy Governor Di- 
wa Guinigundo noted that the 39 
percent of households who saved 
some money in banks, coopera- 
tives and other depository institu- 
tions was a good enough number. 

"This means that two out of 
fiveare saving money in financial 
institutions,” he said, although 
noting that it was difficult to 
quantify the beneficial effect to 


"tno. 


JUNE 
PESO-DOLLAR RATE 


the economy of funds kept in the 
banking system. 

Guinigundo noted that next to 
households which spent the re- 
muittances, those who saved some 
money got the second highest 
percentage share. 

The BSP survey also showed 
that out of all households which 
received OFW remittances in the 
last 12 months, 218 percent 
bought new home appliances, 
10.9 percent spent for education, 
7.7 percent bought a house, 4.1 
percent acquired a motor vehicle, 
2.7 percent paid for medical ex- 
penses and 1.8 percent used 
some money to pay house rental. 

Guinigundo explained that the 
survey covered only the utiliza- 
tion behavior of household-bene- 

40% OF OFW/B2 
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By Michelle V. Remo 


THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT, SADDLED 
with close to P4 trillion in debts both to inter- 
national and foreign creditors, was cited by a. 
prestigious foreign business magazine as this. 
year's "Best Sovereign Borrower in Asia." 

Euromoney has picked the Philippines as the 
"best borrower" for the second year in a row. 

National Treasurer Omar Cruz will receive 
the award for the Philippines sometime in July. 

If size of borrowings would be the sole consid- 
ration in picking the wines it would not be sur- 
prising for the Philippine to grab the award being 
one of the highly indebted countries in Asia. 


(Gee stock market reporton age) 
Stocks end lower 
‘SHARE PRICES CLOSED SLIGHTLY LOWER 
yesterday in a session of thin volumes with 
the market taking its lead from Wall Street's 
sluggish performance on Friday, dealers 
said. 

They said follow-through buying in se- 

STOCKS/BS 
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“Imagine this beauty. 


RP bags ‘best borrower’ award: 


‘An official from the Department of Finance, 
which manages the countrys fiscal performance, 
kidded that being tagged as the "best borrower” 
might not be something to be proud of. 

The award was given following the Philip- 
pines §2.2-billion float of dollar- and euro-de- 
nominated bonds in January, making it the 
firstin the region to tap the international mar- 
ket for the year, beating its Asian counterparts 
in attracting the attention of investors. 

Cruz explained that the award had to do 
more with the manner the Philippines relates 
with the international capital market for 
funding. He said it has been the policy of the 
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TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES 858-8502 


то take you to places you never thought possible. 
That's what a vehicle built for the roads of the world can do. 
You are, after all, taking with you the choice of two powerful engines. 
The latest Common-Rail diesel engine. 
‘And the Variable Valve Timing-intelligent (VVT-i) gasoline engine. 
Both capable of giving higher torque at low rpm range. 


The result? You save on fuel, you save the environment with cleaner exhaust. 
Best of all, you can drive off—end drive fast. The Innova Is up lo the challenge at all times, 
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Secure your home and office with SIMPLE Door Access Solutions 


Standalone Access Control is a widely used access controller. It is suitable 
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| are using апі аттат protection and over-vollage/areult protection. 
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Clus now at 
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Investment promotion agency to take its place 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE FISCAL INCENTIVES RATIONALIZATION 
bill being prepared by the Senate committee 
on ways and means is expected to include a 
provision that will abolish the Board of Invest- 
‘ments (BON, as the government works toward 
plugging huge revenue losses resulting from 
unnecessary tax and duty perks. 

BOI provides tax- and duty-free privileges 
to firms that belong to industries included in 
the Investment Priorities Plan (IPP), which 
lists industries that the government supports 
through the granting of fiscal incentives. 

Sen. Ralph Recto, chair of the committee, is 
scheduled to meet with officials of the Depart- 
ment of Finance today to discuss the final version 
of the bill The committee intends to put the ratio- 
nalization bill up for deliberations once Congress, 
"which is currently in recess, opens next month. 


According to Finance Undersecretary Gil 
Beltran, initial talks with Recto pointed to the 
abolition of the BOI as the bill intends to re- 
tain fiscal incentives only to exporters. 

Limiting incentives only to exporters would 
mean the government need not come up with 
the annual IPP and that the BOTs services 
‘would no longer be needed, Beltran explained. 

Recto's proposed bill intends to replace the 
BOI with the so-called Investment Promotion 
Authority (IPA), which will promote the 
Philippines as an investment site. 

Beltran said the DOF was supportive of 
Recto's plan to limit incentives only to ex- 
porters and to remove income tax holidays. 

“Income tax holiday is a form of incentive 
given to firms that are already profitable, so it 
{snot a good incentive,” Beltran said. 

He said incentives that were likely to be re- 
tained for exporters would include duty-free 


importation of equipment and raw materials, 
accelerated depreciation and net operating 
loss carryover (Nolco). 

Under accelerated depreciation, firms are 
allowed to deduct from its income for a given 
year the entire cost of depreciation of its equip- 
ment, reducing in the process the income tax 
liabilities. Noleo, on the other hand, allows 
firms to deduct the amount of losses from the 
previous year to the current year’s income to 
also lower their income tax obligations. 

Beltran said Recto's proposed bill might al- 
зо amend the S-percent gross income tax im- 
posed on exporters to only 1 or 3 percent. 

The bill being prepared by the Senate com- 
mittee on ways and means took into consider- 
ation the results of а DORcommissioned 
study showing that the BOI was suffering 
from an 80-percent redundancy rate in terms 
of granting fiscal incentives. 


Farm output growth seen at 5% 


THE COUNTRYS FARM OUTPUT was esti- 
mated to grow by 4.5 to 5 percent in the first 
semester on the back of a 7.5-percent growth 
in crop production, a senior official from the 
Department of Agriculture said. 

The crops sub-sector accounts for 46 per- 
cent of the entire agriculture sector. 
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LIST OF ACCREDITED SENDING ORGANIZATIONS 


“Based on the advanced indicators, crop pro- 
duction may expand by 7 to 7.5 percent during 
the period. In particular, palay production is ex- 
pected to post an 8.19 percent gain and com pro- 
duction by 31. 5 percent,” Agriculture Secretary 
Domingo E Panganiban said, quoting a report 
from the Bureau of Agricultural Statistics (BAS). 
The BAS report indicated that the livestock 
sub-sector would likely register an expansion 
of 2to 2.5 percent. Poultry production, on the 


other hand, was expected to decline by about 
a percent in January to June partly due to the 
lower output in the first quarter. 

BAS records showed that in the first quar- 
ter, palay production grew 7 percent to 3.6 
million metric tons. In the second quarter, es- 
timates point to a 9.6-percent growth to 2.9 
million MT. Production is expected to expand 
by a faster 16 percent in the third quarter to 
3.1 million MT. Christine Gaylican 


40% of OFW families ... 


From page BI 
ficiaries, as OFW themselves could invest or 
keep their own bank accounts. 

There are about eight million OFWs or 10 
percent of the population. 

Overall, the Philippines’ savings rate ac- 
counted for 27.8 percent of gross domestic 
product in 2005, stil lower than Singapore's 
nearly 50 percent, Thailand's and Malaysia's 
35 percent and Indonesia's 30 percent. 

‘On the other hand, the Philippines’ invest- 
ment rate was much lower than its savings 
rate at only 15.7 percent. 

Guinigundo said OFW-assisted households 


were mostly in the B and C income classes, 
not many of which would be immediately ex- 
pected to turn into entrepreneurs or engage 
in stocks trading. 

Based on another study earlier made by the 
World Bank, OFW households which were 
likely to start a business usually engage in 
transportation and communication services 
and manufacturing. 

Those investing in transportation services 
mostly venture into taxi and minibus opera- 
tion while popular manufacturing activities in- 
cluded small activities such as mat-weaving, 
tailoring, dressmaking and food processing. 


More Filipinos deployed to Japan 
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‘THE PHILIPPINES IS ONE OF 15 FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
which sent “blue-collar” workers to pursue further 
training in Japan in 2004-05. 

The Technical Education and Skills Development 
Authority (TESDA) said the total number of Filipino 
trainees sent to Japan under the TESDA-Japan 
International Training Cooperation Organization 
GITCO) skills technology transfer project (ТТР) 
during the 2-year period reached 2,764, of which 70 
percent are males and 30 percent females. 

China with 41,038 trainees as of December 2004 
led the sending list, followed by Indonesia, Philippines, 
Vietnam, Thailand, Mongolia, Sri Lanka, Cambodia, 
Myanmar, India, Laos, Nepal, Peru, Uzbekistan, and 
others. 

JITCO had supported 51,012 trainees from said 15 
countries as of December 2005, with the Philippines 
occupying the fourth slot with 1,557 trainees, of which 
75 percent or 1,089 are males and 25 percent or 468 
females. 

Deployment during the first five months of this year 
meanwhile reached 724, an increase of 593 percent or 
602 trainees against the year-long total of only 122 
1996, or 10 years ago. (please see graph #1). 

The welding technicians group not only prevented 
the country from suffering a shortfall in the number of 
trainees sent under STTP in 2005 but also enabled a 
hefty increase over the 2004 figures. 

This bit of drama in the STTP is reported by TESDA- 
JITCO Deputy Project Director Agripina P Zaíra as 
she announced that three sending organizations ~ the 
Foundation for Advancement of Skills Technology Inc. 
(FAST), Greenlife & Forest Foundation and Interskills 
Development Foundation - dominated the “lead list” 
during the year with a total deployment of 894 trainees 
(please see Graph # 2). 

Deployment increase managed by the 42 TESDA- 
accredited sending organizations was credited by Zafra 
to their growing collaboration with Japan's accepting 
organizations and companies. 

Collective deployment from 1995 to May this year 
reached 6,807 trainees, with Greenlife & Forest 


Foundation and FAST Inc. again being the top two 
senders with 2,857 followed by Interskills Development 
Foundation (965), Nippon Human Resource Foundation 
(807) and Jinzai Kaihatsu Kyokai (357). 

The Japan International Training Cooperation 
Organization is an umbrella organization established 
in 1991 which provides comprehensive support and 
services to member companies and organizations, 
mainly from the private sector, that accept foreign 
trainees through the Industrial Training Program 
(ITP) and the Technical Internship Program (TIP) in 
Japan. 

Тһе purpose of ITP and TIP are: 1.) Industrial 
human resource development, 2.) Facilitate the 
transfer of skills through industrial training and 
internship, and 3.) Reintegration into the industry of 
the sending country. 

There is consultation and exchange of information 
between JITCO and the country sending a trainee to 
Japan as a counter-part authority. Towards this end, 
JITCO and the sending country, say, the Philippines 
as represented by the Technical Education and Skills 


‚ Development Authority have to find an accredited 


sending organization. 

From the sending organization, a sending company 
where the trainee has acquired the necessary skill 
issues a certification attesting to the qualification of 
the trainee concerned to be dispatched to an accepting 
organization in Japan. 

At the last training ground, the trainee is received 
by an accepting company where he graduates as a 
technical intern, thus completing a full three-year 
training course in his chosen field of specialization. 
Asa trainee he or she is given only a living allowance 
and protection under the Immigration Control Laws 
and Regulations of Japan. 

After completion of the program, a trainee or 
technical intern should return to his home country 
where he will be reinstated in his sending company 
and be able to utilize the skills he has acquired in 
Japan. This skill is expected to be used in promoting 
relevant industries in a participating country. 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


PNOC- Energy Development Corporation (PNOG-EDC) invite interested con- 
iraciors to apply for eigibity and to bid for tha projec: 

2006-2007 CONTRACT ON RENTAL OF LATTICE/TELESCOPIC 
CRANE, FORKLIFT AND SERVICE VEHICLE FOR METRO MANILA 
AND BATANGAS (ON-CALL PRIORITY BASIS) 

EDC 06-041-1 

“The contract duration Is One (1) year. Engagement is on-call basis. 
Application Forms for ЕЖУ and Bid Documents may be secured from the 
BROG-EDC Contracts Administration Group (c/o Noel A. Nicolasora) starting 
Dno 20, 2008 upon payment of а non-refundable foe of Pesos: Five Hundre 
(500.00), 

For the purpose of carving certain Issues, a pre-bid conference wil be held on 
‘Joly 12, 2006, 10:00 a.m. at 1" Floor Bulldng 6, PNOC-EDC, Fort Bonifacio, 
Taguig City, Metro Manila. 

‘Applications for Eligiblity and sealed bids shall be received by the PNOC-EDC 
Contracts Administration Group at PNOC-EDC, 1*Floor Bldg, 5, Fort Вогіасо, 
Taguig City. Metro Manila, not lator than 2:00 p.m. on July 26, 2006 and shall 
ве publicly opened Immediately thareater. 

PNOC-EDC reserves the right to reject any or al bids or parts hereof, to walve 
элу informality therein, to abort the bidding process, to accept such bids orto 
award any part of the work to апу bidder whose bid is considered most adven- 
lageous to PNOC - EDC. 
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PNOC ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 


Mert Road, Fort Borilacio, 1201 Taguig Cay, Phaippines 
Р.О. Box 2102 MCPO, Tet Nos. 893-6001 / 1320 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
РМОС- Energy Development Corporation (PNOC-EDC) invites interested 
contractors to apply for eligibility and to bid for the project: 

PURCHASE OF 5,000 CU.M. SAND & GRAVEL, BASE COURSE GH 613884 
The Approved Budget is P3,000,000.00 chargeable against PNOC-EDC fund. 
‘Application Forms for Eligibility and Bid Documents may be secured from the 
PNOC-EDC NNGP Logistics Section (c/o Mila B. Arana) starting June 21, 
2006 upon payment of а non-refundable fee of Pesos: Three Hundred 
(300.00). 

For the purpose of clarifying certain issues, a pre-bid conference will be held 
‘on June 28, 2006, 2:00 PM at the Conference Room, PNOC-EDC NNGP, 
Brgy. Майит, Bago City, Negros Occidental. 
Applications for Eligibilty and sealed bids shall be recelved by the PNOC- 
EDC Logistics Section, Майит Base Camp, Barangay Майот, Bago City not 
later than 2:00 PM of July 13,2006 and shall be publicly opened immediately 
thereatter. 
PNOC-EDC reserves the right to reject any or all bids or parts thereof, to waive 
‘any informality therein, to accept such bids or to award any part of the work 10 
‘any bidder whose bid is considered most advantageous to PNOC-EDC. 
Chairman 
Bids and Awards Committee 


LEEA 


[rid 
brings you 


APPLIANCES & GADGETS 
BODEGA SALE FIESTA 


dune 20-23, 2006: 0:00am - 00 рт 
{06 Valero St, Salcedo Vilage, Makati Ciy 


fint To off on Branded 
Projection TVs, Flet TVs, Celphones, МРЗ Players, 
DVD Players, CDIOVD Conpreris, 
Home Theatres, Digtal Cameras, Laptops, 
Rice Cookers, Hair Dryers, Vacuum Cleaners, 
їс, 
NEW STOCKS! 
MORE STOCKS! 


Weddings with a twist! 

HUNDREDS OF FILIPINO COUPLES TIE THE KNOT ON A DAILY BASIS. 
More and more couples are becoming personally involved in preparing 
for their big day. In fact, many want to celebrate this momentous 
occasion in their own unique way. This Is what Thame Weddings Is all 
about. It provides soon-to-be-wed couples more options and ideas on 
how their big day can be truly unforgettable, to them and their loved 
ones — by having a wedding, with a twist. This may be an especially 
inspired wedding theme or a uniquely planned event that shows their 
personales and makes tne occasion truly theirs. Organized and 
Produced by Thinking. Cap по. Theme Weddings wil feature the latest 
wedding trends and ideas, free seminars on successful wedding 
planning and suppliers that can make that dream wedding come true. 
eme Weddings wil be held on Aug. 5-8, from 10am-9pm, at The 
Rockwall Tent, Makati City. Admission Is Free for pre-registered guests. 
To pre-register, go to: tp. themeweddingsph.comyegister pp. 
Pre-registered guests will have a chance to win exciting raffle prizes. For 
Interested sponsors and exhibitors, you may сай Thinking, Cap, Inc. at 
717-1060, 0917-8666783, 0920-9245007, 0920-9135596. 


BUENDIA 


For more details: 
Call 750-7336 / 750-3794. 


SULTAN KUDARAT ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Tacurong City, Sultan Kudarat 


INVITATION FOR BIDS 
(Ref.: IFB No. 2006-01) 

The Sutan Kudarat Бес Cooperate, nc (SUKELCO) has medo evalatie trom he. 
National Ecrilcaton Adniistraion (NEAJ subsidy tund e amount of One Мака Five 
Hundred Thousand Pesos (PhP 1,500,000.00) which is the Approved Budget Cost (ABC) 
toward ha cost ol солылк® below-named dstrbuton ine Secon. Bs higher han ha 
ABC shal automatcaly be rejected. 

‘The Sutan Kudarat Веди Cooperative, Inc. now inves Sesed Bis from elle 
Bidders lor e Ine constructon which incdes Materials and Labor (ncluding ROW 
eerta) for 

Barangay Sinapulan, Columblo, Sultan Kudarat 
Interested lle Baers may chan turer iniormaton and inspect me Bing Documents 
иге alice of he Engnaerng Manager, Engr. Godolredo F. Sanchez, J 
Воо Documents may be purchased, staring June 21, 2006 by an interested eligible 
Bióderupcn submission of a written application otha BAC Cherman and upon payment ol 
non-flundabl feof Ten Thousand Phágoine Peso (PrP 10,000.00). 

‘Sealed envelopes containing he technical and financial proposti In separate envelopes 
dy marked as such wil be received by the BAC atthe Board Room on or before 1000 
‘am, July 13, 2006 at which ime and pace the technical proposals wil be opened and 
evaluated. The francial proposals of bidder found ete lo id wal men be opened and 
readin a presence ol Bidders or ders represeriaves who choose o lend, omerwse, 
теу wi e тиштей unopened еде Daders. 

Аре corleronca wil be heid on June 30, 2008 at 10:00 am. at he Board Room. 

Al bids submited must be accompanied by a bid securhy n cash or catia’ check, Inthe 
‘amount equivalent to 2-1/2% ol he amount Ы This D securty shal be valid for at east 
150 days, staring irom he dte of bid opening. 

The Sutan Kudarat Бесус Cooperative Inc. hereby reserves the ight 1o reject any or ai 
bids winout deciosng any reason, o наме any minor detects or amies nere and 10 
“accepi such bd as may be considered most advantageous tothe Cooperative. 

(504) DEMETRIO 0. JEREZ 

‘General Manager 


ERI] 


6th PMAP Ford Executive Golf Tourney 


The Personnel Management Association of the Philippines (PMAP), 
through Its Fellowship and Sports Committee, Invites all golf enthusi- 
asts to swing, putt, and show their best form in the greens on the 
forthcoming 6” PMAP - Ford Executive Golf Tournament on June 21, 
Wednesday, at the Valley Golf and Country Club. Тев off time Is at 6:00 
to 7:00 am on a System 36 format. 

Tickets are already avallable at P1,800, inclusive of green fee, caddie 
es, lunch and raffie ticket. For reservations and inquiries, please call 
the PMAP Professional Staff at Tel. 726-1581/88/32 or emall 
pmap@pmap.org.ph. 


_ UST OBITUARIES 


NATIVIDAD SISON NOCHE 


(Naty’s Embroideries) 1 


The Clergy, 


The Most Rev. Ramón C. Argüeles, D.D., Archbishop of Lipa, 
The Most Rev. Salvador Q. Quizon, D.D., 
рош and Lay Faithful of the Archdiocese of Lipa 


“Together with the Leyesa-de Villa Family 


TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 2006 


proc ENERGY peveLopmenT corporation __ PMOC 


nergy Compares Bag Veri Ros, For Banton, 1201 Мака CIV Pippo 
РО Box 2162 MCPO, Та. Nos 805600171320 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID. 


PNOC-Enorgy Development Corporation (PNOC-EDC) invites Intr 
contractors to apply ог eligbiy and to Bid forthe prooct 


PURCHASE OF 000 CU.M. BASE COURSE, AGGREGATE, 
ITEM 2201 ОН 613865 


Tho Approved Budgets P,250,000.00 chargeabie against PNOC-EDC fund. 


Application forms for Ely and Bid Documents may bo secured irom ha PNOC- 
EDC NNGP Logistics Section (00 Миа B. Arana) staring Juno 21, 2006 upon 
payment of  non-retondatie feo cl Pesos: Three Hundred (300.00), 


For the purpose ol cartyng certain issues, а pre-bid conference will be held on 
Juno 28, 2006, 2:00 p.m. ai he Conference Room, PNOC-EDC NNGP, Bray. 
Manum, Bago Слу, Negros Occidental. 


Applications or Eligibility and sealed bids shall bo recolved by the РМОС-ЕОС 
Logistics Section, Matum Base Camp, Berangay Майит, Bago Cly not later han 
2:00 pm. o July 13, 2006 and shall Бе рубку opened immodiatoly thorater. 
PNOC-EDC reserves the right 1o гас! any ог ай ids or parts terool, to walve any 
informafty ган, ю accopt such bids or io award any parl the work to any biddor 
нове bid is considered most advantageous ю PNOC-EDC, 


Chairman 
Bids and Awards Commie 


ILOCOS NORTE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Suyo, Dingras, locos Norte, PHILIPPINES 2913 
Tel Nos. (077) 704-75-46 8 47; 784-71-26 

Рах. No (077) 784-71-25 


INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION AND FOR BIDS 


The llocos Norte Electric Cooperative, Inc. (INEC) Invites qualified 
bidders for the long term supply of the INEC's power requirements 
‘commencing In the year 2010. 


interested parties shall submit their company profile, duly notarized 
authorized representative and primary contact person to: 

‘THE GENERAL MANAGER 

Посо Norte Electric Cooperative, Ino. 

Suyo, Dingras, llocos Norte 


Starting on June 26, 2006 until July 21, 2006, 
Only those qualified by the PBAC shall be Invited to BID. 


(Sgd.) ROMILLAS C. PASCUAL 


em 


LEASE-TO-OWN 
Limted Units Oniy! 


8 Wack Wack 
2-388, 25-381 /mo. 
Boat golf view! 
Mandaluyong City 


Golf Hill Terraces 


343. Ayala Bolghte Qo 


967-9913 to 17 
0917-8479276 


BUY * SELL * PAWN, 
WATCHES 

JEWELRY 

DIAMONDS 


зетот 
зто 
СЕА 
ke 
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WE BUY 
at HIGH PRICE 
ROLEX 
неа HERS Watch Center 
 GoldCrest Bldg. 
Glorltte-2 
(5646503 5857041 
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ormer Aux. Bishop of Lipa, 


Peacefully joined her Creator 
on June 18, 2006 at the age of 89. 


| 
| 
Her bereaved children, CHITO | 

and Atty. MARIA CONCEPCION (GIRLIE), | 
| 

| 


announce with joy and Бора tbe triumphant crossing over [rom us 
“to tbe everlasting love of tbe Fatbor of our dear 


Rt. Rev. Msgr. NICANOR LEYESA DE VILLA 


оп 18 June 2006, Solemnity of tbe Corpus Cbristi 
‘at tbe ge of 92. 


Ordained Priest: 28 May 1939 
Promoted to the Dignity of Domestic Prelate: 9 April 1967 


Msgr. De Villa's Assignments: 

1939-1042 Lobo, Batangas 

Tangob, Lipa City 

Balayan, Batangas 
Calaca, Batangas 
Banan, Batangas 
San Sebastian Cathedral 
St Framets do Sales 
"Major Seminary 


request for the eternal repose of her soul. 


Parisb Priest 

1942-1955 
1955-1971 
1971-1979 
1979-1980 
1980-1989 
1950-1951 


1951 

1951-1955 

1950-1955 

District of Balayan 

Archdiocesam College of Consuliors 
1980-1989 Archdiocese of Lipa 


Her remains lie in state at the family residence 
in Taal, Batangas. Interment will be on Saturday, 
June 24, 2006 after the 3:00 pm Mass at Taal Basilica. 


Vice-Rector | Professor 


Vice-Chancellor 
Chancellor. 

vicar Forane 
Episcopal Vicar 
Member 

Vicar General. 
Defender af the Bond 
Censor af Books 


His mortal remains lie In sate at che De Villa Family Residence in 

Bray. Tangob, Lipa Clty and will be transferred to San Sebastian 

Cathedral, Lipa City on Thursday, 22 June 2006 at 9.00 a.m. where the 

Mass of the Resurrection will be celebrated at 2:00 p.m. Interment 

follows immediately. 

‘Please ont lowers Donations 1o the St Joseph Sentanate, Home for tbe Asad 
"md Defend Prieto be Archltoces of ipa, wb deeply appreciated! 
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In Loving Memory 
On the 21st Death Anniversary of 


i obituary 

je | witha picture 

É can be a fitting 
: | tribute to your 

departed 

loved one. 


a 
\ 


е 
| 
Tan Go Su 


On June 20, 2006 
The Holy sacrifice of the Mass will be offered today at the following churches 


Immaculate Conception Parish 
Basilica Minore, Malolos Су... Saint Joseph Church, Manila 
$ Barasoain Church, Malolos Ci . &00a.m. Mary the Queen, San Juan, Manila 


6:00 as p 
We the family, who remember him so dearly request relatives, friends & the pious readers ў 


to join us in our prayers for the eternal repose of his soul. 
bm eed 


Saint Jude Catholic Church, Manila .. 6:00 am, 


SIDA OBITUARY. 


REQUIREMENTS: 

© Copy of Death 
Cerificu 

© Any identifieaton 
document (1D. 


. 6:00a.m. 


[ÈLA Funeraria Paz, INC. 


та, Nos, О.С: 712-3001 * 743-6502; Міа 711-6931 to 35 


CORAZON P. 


“For God so loved the worid, that He gave His only begotten Son, that огои! 


whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life.” 
“John 3:16 


EGIDEO A 
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TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 2006 


Banco de Oro Ui Bank 
Bon ol tne Puis ие 
[CELUM 
IS ardina Bark A 
зше PE fark те, 
йит бек 
topo Bank & frust 
lope tart 
iy don 
ion an te Pu 


first Abacug Franca 
Phil Socr Exchange In. 
Son le Franca 
Мате Cor 


‘mous 
ELECTRICITY, ENER 
23 


fist Gon Con 
Fit Pha Bs coq 
Калев Со 
Manta cn o B 
Mantia Water Gone 
Patron Corn 

"ans Joa би and Energy 


Alaska Mik Corp. 
лаша San gue inc. 
doles Foods Com. 


‘Southeast Asan Comont 
р те 
"lem Pulpgnes Ine: 


Mabuhay Vin Corp 
Global Equities е. 


Macus Gon fes b haga 
[Hed 


oo 
ы ыле 

[| 
[ios 
[o Ж 
[oru 
р: 
Е 
E 
hM 
Ej coe 
aver 
‘alex nosis na 


[cem 


Emre ESL an ine 
mes Cag 


сна 


0058 
8 


ee ee ний 


HERES 
E 
EE 
mum 
ee 
run 
fe 
Eu 


‘Dlg! Telecom Pris ic. 
be Telecom те 


Pri Long Dis Tei co. 


вова Holdings n 
ибо 
Philweb Corp. 


Марто Pie in. 


acca Cor 
Рато о? 


ГЕТРИ 


ВЕ 


Bs] 


abe 


8 


i 
en 


5 


Ж 


Е 


Prox inng Gor. A 
Roger 
Кылы. 


Consolidated Inc. 


43 


ABS-CBN Нида Corp. (Par) 


June 19, 2008. 
Country 

United States 
sapan 

United Kingdom 
Hong Kong 
Sultzerand 
Canada 
Singapore 
Australia 
Bahrain 

Saudi Ага 
Brunai 
Indonesia 


Dolar 
Yen 
Pound 
Dolar 
Franc 
Dollar 
Dolar 
Dolar 
Dinar’ 
lal 
Dolar 
Rupiah 
Bant 
Dirham 
Euro 
Peso 
Real 
Kroner 
Rupee. 
Ringgit 
New Peso 
Dollar 
kroner 
Rupe 
Rand 
Моп 

Nt Dollar 


Argentina 
Brazil 
Denmark 
inda 
Malaysa 
Mexico 

Now Zealand 
Norway 
Pakistan 
South Africa 
Korea 
Taiwan 
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Dollar 
Equivalent 


1.000000 
0008585 
1.850600 
0128813 
0812942 
0890859 
0827313 
0738716 
2652590 
0.256638 
0825352 
0.000108 
0026018 
0272257 
1264800 
032492 
0.444247 
0169670 
0021887 
0274725 
0.087451 
0816789 
0161212 
0016806 
0.145455 
0.001047 
0.030805 


Poso 
Equivalent 


53.0550 
04608 
98.1836 
68342 
431306 
472651 
332821 
391926 
3407332 
14.1465 
331781 
00057 
13804 
144446 
87.0834 
172005 
23.5695. 
90018 
11612 
145755 
48397 
327237 
85531 
08810 
TU 
00555 
1.6344 


Equivalent 


0790764 
0006869 
1463388 
0.101861 
0.642845 
0.704867 
0.496056 
0584150 
2097572 
0210848 
0.494506 
0.000085 
0.020574 
0.215291 
1.000000 
0256992 
0351294 
0.134169 
0017307 
0217243 
0.069153 
0487734 
0.127481 
0013131 
00115021 
0000828 
0.024358 


Stocks end lower 


From page BI 
lected stocks after a two-day rally 
last week limited the market's 
downside, 

The composite index ended down 
1.68 points to 2,119.79 after trading 
between 2,10709 and 2,122.62. 
Volume stood at 83088 milion 
shares worth P845.72 million. 

‘The broader all-shares index re- 
treated 0.58 points to 1,342.68. 

Gains outpaced losers 34 to 29, 
with 51 stocks unchanged. 

"There's simply no inspiring 
news to trade on. The market is 
now consolidating after last 
weeks sharp swings" said 
Lawrence de Leon of Accord Cap- 
ital Equities, 


The main index fell to a four- 
month low last Wednesday, track- 
ing sharp losses on Wall Street 
and in other global markets, be- 
fore partially recovering on 
‘Thursday and Friday. 

Dealers said investors continue 
to worry about further increases 
in US interest rates, which could 
slow economic growth in the 
world’s biggest economy. Howev- 
er, recent sharp falls in the equities 
market have provided an opportu- 
nity to buy fundamentally-sound 
stocks at much cheaper prices. 

Jonathan Ravelas of Banco de 
Oro said the market is now at “a 
near-term bottom” and could 
soon rebound, AFP 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


BUSINESS 
Surviving a global meltdown 


WHEN I STARTED WRITING IN 
the IngumeR З years ago. I used to 
include limericks and quatrains, 
which are poems of 5 or 4 lines, in 
which the first two lines rhymed, 
then the next two, and the last 
line rhymed with the first. Some 
мете rather naughty but they all 
got published. See if you like 
them: 

Jack and Jill went up to hill, 

То ега рай of water, 

Silly Jill forgot her pill, 

‘And now they have a daughter. 

Jack and Jill went up the hill, 

Each one had a quarter. 

Jill came down with 50 cents, 

You think they went for water? 

Mary hada little lamb, 

er father shot it dead. 

Now it goes to school with her, 

Between two bits of bread. 

There was a young man from 
BEL-AIR, 

Making love to his girl on the 
жай. 

The bannister broke зо he dou- 
bled his stroke, 

And finished her off in mid air. 
It has been a roller coaster week. 
In the first half, the DOW opened 
higher but closed much lower so 
the whole Asian region, including 
the PSEi followed suit. The risk 
factor fell to 1 so I predicted a 
technical rally as soon as the 
DOW closed higher but the Con- 
sumer Price Index rose 0.3 per- 
cent, higher than expected, and 
the DOW continued to fall. Then 
the Consumer Price Index also 
rose 0.3 percent so members of 
the Federal Reserve concentrated 
оп talking about the need to con- 
tain inflation, which meant fur- 
ther rate hikes. 

It was not ший Thursday, 
when the DOW had fallen 
through 11,000 and commodities 
had suffered a traumatic slide 
that the 6-week bloodbath came 
toanend. US investors decided at 
last that the market had already 
discounted an interest-rate hike 


Mr. BEARBULL 
^O 


Ron Nathan 


оп June 29, increasing inflation 
and a slowing economy so the 
DOW rallied 100 points and all 
markets throughout Asia and Eu- 
rope recovered strongly. 

However, I warned that foreign 
brokers would sell into the rally 
and that is exactly what hap- 
pened. The PSEi opened with a 
gain of 28 points but after net 
selling of P224 million, the index 
closed only 14 points higher. The 
next day, the DOW jumped near- 
by 200 points so the PSEi opened 
71 points higher but foreign sell- 
ing on a lesser scale pared the 
gain to 39 points. 

On Friday night, the DOW 
closed unchanged and the PSEi 
moved sideways. I expect foreign 
selling to continue, as the percep- 
tion of emerging-market risk is 
not going to disappear overnight. 
In fact, I think that the move to 
bring foreign funds home to the 
US will continue. Over the past 3 
weeks, no less than $8.4 billion of 
stocks’ have been sold and the 
funds repatriated. This covers the 
whole of Asia, Eastern Europe 
and Latin America. 

As this occurred, the dollar 
strengthened against most cur- 
rencies and the peso rose above 
53, forcing petrol prices higher 
and higher. Commodities took a 
terrible beating and gold, which 
is different from the rest because 
it is not an industrial metal, 
dropped from $730 an ounce to 
$542. Together with other met- 
als, it has recovered to $571 and 
PHILEX, which had halved from 
P5.90 to P2.75, bounced back to 
P3.50. I expect PHILEX to an- 
ounce good results for the sec- 


ond quarter. The annual general 
meeting is on June 23. 

The reason for the sudden 
turnaround in sentiment was a 
statement from Fed Chair 
Bernanke that the US economy 
could withstand rising energy 
costs, a statement also made by 
Alan Greenspan, a week earlier in 
a testimony before the Senate 
committee on energy. Bernanke 
said that higher energy costs 
were manageable over the long 
term even through they might 
slow growth and boost prices in 
theshort term. Both men have ex- 
pressed confidence that the econ- 
omy is flexible and resilient. 

Asian currencies and shares re- 
bounded as concern over an ex- 
tended flight from emerging mar- 
kets eased. The NIKKEI rose 408 
points on Friday, the HANG SENG 
374 points, the SENSEX 497 
points, KARACHI 310 points and 
"TAIWAN 141 points. Metal prices 
also showed a strong recovery. I 
believe the Fed will raise rates 
0.25 percent this month and again 
in July or August. After that, the 
Fed might pause to study the data. 

‘The US economy slowed by 0.1 
percent in May but a single 
month's figures mean little. In the 
first quarter, GDP rose by an ex- 
ceptional 5.3 percent, up from 
1.6 percent in the previous quar- 
tex. The Fed will be quite happy if 
the economy will grow at 3 per- 
cent to 3.5 percent this year and 
inflation slows to around 2 per- 
cent. Achieving this will be diffi 
cult as too many rate hikes could 
cause a slump in the housing 
market, which would spread to 
the equity market. 

1 agree with Daiwa Securities 
that once the Fed stops hiking 
rates, there will be downward 
pressure on the dollar. The US 
would not be averse to this, as it 
would help reduce its current-ac- 
count deficit. The economy has to 
cope witha budget deficit, a huge 
current-account deficit and ex- 


; Ви 


penditure of $318 billion on ће 
war in rag. 

After initial denials, the Philip- 
pine government has confirmed 
that it will be going to the global 
market by September to sell an- 
other $1 billion of dollar- and eu- 
ro-bonds. It is fortunate that they 
have already raised $2 billion 
earlier in the year when rates 
were favorable because the next 
sale is going to be difficult. Ap- 
petite for emerging-market risk 
has largely disappeared so higher 
yields will be necessary this time 
around. 

The Treasury will reject bids at 
its weekly auction for as long as 
possible but eventually the yield 
on the benchmark 91-day bill will 
rise from 5 percent to 8.5 percent. 
This has serious implications for 
mortgage loans and it will also 
deter companies from borrowing. 
Already, BPI has said that lack of 
large corporate borrowers has 
caused lending growth to be cut 
from 10 percent to 4 percent this 
year. 

The 1-year bill will probably 
yield 9.5 percent and the 5-year 
bond 11 percent These high 
yields will slow down the econo- 
my. The government is cutting 
back on spending to balance the 
deficit but this is not the answer. 
Fitch Rating is unimpressed with 
the government's performance so 
far and will not change its view 
onits ratings. 

We have passed through a peri- 
od of exceptionally high volatility. 
From now on, markets, com- 
modities and currencies will con- 
tinue to fluctuate but with less 
volatility. I believe the worst is 
омет for now but I do not rule out 
another round of selling of 
emerging-market stocks, espe- 
cially if Bernanke manages to get 
it just right. Holding a certain 
percentage in cash, as we wait to 
hear what Bernanke has to say af- 
ter the next rate hike, is not a bad. 
idea. mrbearbull@hotmail.com 


Nokia, Siemens to merge phone 
network equipment units 


HELSINKI/FRANKFURT—NOKIA AND 
Siemens AG have agreed to combine their 
telecom equipment units in a deal creating 
one of the biggest players in the industry, the 
companies said yesterday. 

‘They said the businesses to be combined in 
the 50-50 joint venture called Nokia Siemens 
Networks had sales of 15.8 billion euros ($20 
billion) last year. 

German industrial conglomerate Siemens 
declined to comment on the financial details 
of the deal, which the Wall Street Journal has 
reported is worth $31.6 billion. 

"The deal will put the new company in the 
same league as current industry leader Cisco 
Systems Inc. and the new merged Alcatel-Lu- 
cent in terms of sales, and offer savings as 
they take on fierce competition. 

‘The two companies said they expected cost 
synergies of 1.5 billion euros yearly by 2010 
from the combination of Nokia's networks di- 
vision and the Siemens carrier business in 
fixed and mobile networks. 

"We believe the partnership with Siemens 
is the most effective way to build the scale and 
broad product portfolio necessary to compete. 
globally" Nokia chief executive Olli-Pekka 
Kallasvuo said in a statement. 

Nokia Siemens Networks will have its 
headquarters in Nokia's home country of Fin- 
land and be headed by Simon Beresford- 
Wylie, currently in charge of Nokia's necworks 
division. It will also have a regional headquar- 
ters in Siemens home city of Munich. 

The tie-up of Alcatel and Lucent announced 
їп April sparked talk of more possible mergers 
and partnerships between infrastructure gear 
‘makers, who have come under increasing pres- 
sure from Asian rivals like Huawei. 

“The merger gives Nokia and Siemens scale 
they couldn't get otherwise. You're going to 
be able to get rid of a lot of people, basically. 
‘They share common markets,” said analyst Ed 
Snyder of Charter Equity Research. 

Nokia and Siemens said they expected to 
cut 10 to 15 percent of the combined busi- 
nesses’ 60,000 staff over the next four years. 

Analyst Snyder added, however: “I think it 
makes a lot of sense from the cost side of the 
equation, but I don’t think its going to help 
their growth profile at all.” 

‘Analysts and media have linked Nokia to 
the Siemens communications business or 
parts of i for months. 

Germany's Manager Magazine reported in 
February that Siemens had been in talks to 
sell its telecoms equipment unit Com to Nokia 
or to form a joint venture, but talks failed as 
Nokia was only interested in Siemens’ prof- 
itable mobile networks equipment arm and 
not the loss-making fixed-line networks busi- 


ness. 
Nokia has shied away from major deals inthe 
past despite its sizeable cash reserves, which 
stood at 9 billion euros at the end of March. 
Nokia's management has said repeatedly it 
aims to make more acquisitions in the furure 
and it plans to be a buyer in the consolidation 
of the infrastructure sector. Reuters 


P2B set aside for Sta. Lucia project 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


DEVELOPER STA. LUCIA REALTY & DE- 
velopment Inc. said it was earmarking P2 bil- 
lion for the development of about 400 
hectares of land in Cavite into a residential 
‘community, SLRDI president Exequiel D. Rob- 
les said following yesterday's stockholders’ 
meeting of Philippine Racing Club Inc. 

Robles said the project, dubbed “Saddle and 
Club," would be near the future site of РАСТЕ 
racetrack in Cavite. Proponents are considering 
either the pre-selling of the lots or tapping bank 
loans to raise funds for the project. 


SLRDI is developing some 400 hectares ofa 
500-һестаге property in Cavite that belongs 
toa number of landowners including PRCI. 

PRCI is seriously considering moving its 
20- hectare race track in Sta. Ana Park in 
Makati City to a 70-hectare site in Cavite. 
In 1999, PRCI entered into a joint venture 
with SLRDI for the development of a signif- 
icant portion of its property in Cavite into 
residential and commercial lots. Also, SLR- 
DI will develop a practice track for race- 
horses and horse stable lots for sale and for 
lease to horse owners, PRCI said in a finan- 
cial report. 


Pagcor hit for Subic casino closure 


А MALAYSIAN INVESTOR YESTERDAY criti- 
cized the Philippine government for allegedly 
failing to honor business contracts. 

Ina statement, Khoo Boo Boon, executive 
director and CEO of Legend International 
Resorts Ltd. (LIRL), said the recent closure of 
Legenda Hotel Casino in the Subic Freeport 
Zone by the Philippine Amusement and 
Gaming Corp. (Pagcor) would likely affect 
the flow of investments into the country. 

‘The company is currently under rehabilita- 
tion, which was approved by an Olongapo 
court in November 2004. 

Legenda Casino was closed last May by Pag- 
cor allegedly due to LIREs failure to remit the 
former's 15-percent share in the casino's rev- 


enue as contained in its license to operate. LIRL, 
however, claimed it had been losing money 
since 1999 because of the Asian financial crisis. 

In 2000, despite negotiations to address 
the issue, Pagcor and the Subic Bay 
Metropolitan Administration (SBMA) threat- 
ened to cancel LIREs license and shut down 
the casino's operations unless it would agree 
to certain amendments to its agreement with 
the government. 

In the same statement, Khoo said his 
company eventually agreed to the amend- 
ment. But after attempts to hammer out an 
amicable settlement with Pagcor failed, 
LIRL filed for an injunction against the state 
gaming firm. 


RP bags ‘best borrower’ award 


FrompageB! 
Bureau of the Treasury, which does the bor- 
rowings in behalf of the Philippine govern- 
ment, tobe transparent to the market. 
‘Transparency, in terms of how much bor- 
rowings the government will make in a year, 
pleases investors because it helps them plot 
their investment schedule, he said. Through 
constant communication with foreign in- 
vestors, such as through the conduct of road 
shows, the country was able to develop a good 
business relationship with them, Cruz added, 


Aside from transparency, the government's 
policy shift from issuing several but small 
sizes of borrowings to few yet big volumes of 
bond floats was also credited by Euromoney. 

"The (government) tapped the market just 
three times in the past 12 months from five 
global bond issues, a sharp reduction on pre- 
vious years. The new strategy that started the 
previous year marks a policy shift away from 
tendency to tap existing issues that often up- 
set incumbent investors,” Euromoney said in 
its June article. 
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National gov't debt hit P3.96T in March 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE PLAN OF A UNITED 
States-based company to ex- 
pand its call center operations 
in the country may create as 
many as 2,800 new jobs for Fil- 
ipinos fluent in English. 

Emesto Herrera, secretary 
general of the Trade Union 
Congress of the Philippines, yes- 
terday said the Deerfield, Illi 
nois-based APAC Customer Ser- 
vices Inc. is expected to open its 
third call center in Manila in the 
last quarter of the year. 

Citing information gathered 
from APAC' regulatory filing in 
the US, Herrera said that the 
Manila expansion comes as the 
company is current downsizing 
its US-based call center opera- 
tions, transferring the bulk of it 
to Manila. 

APAC's new call center is ex- 
pected to have 2,000 seats and 
employ about 2,800 people, he 
said. 

Herrera in a statement said 
that the new office would be a 
boon for the country's fresh col- 
lege graduates. 

APAC already has two call 


set up a call center school. 


centers in Metro Manila, both 
located in Alabang. 

According to a TUCP state- 
ment, most of APACS clients 
based in the US are involved in 
health care, financial services, 
travel, entertainment and pub- 
lishing industries. 

It also said APAC shares are 
publicly traded in the Nasdaq 
‘stock market in New York. 

In 2005, the company earned 
$239.8 million. 

Herrera estimated that APAC 
would shell out around $15 mil- 
lion, or around P795 million, for 
the new facility. 

He said another call center 
firm spent the same amount in 
putting up around 2,000 addi- 
tional call center seats in the 
Philippines. 

Call center operations provid- 
ing service to offshore clients have. 
been flourishing in the country, 
where English is widely spoken. 

The Philippine government 
has been campaigning on behalf 
of the call center industry in an 
effort to provide more jobs to 
Filipinos, with President Maca- 


pagal-Arroyo giving orders tO THERE are new call center jobs just waiting for fresh college 
graduates in the workforce. 


US call center expansion creates 2,800 jobs 


By Michelle V. Remo 


preciation. 


month. 


inastatement. 


share of P2.190 trillion. 


Biscuit maker GSIS takes bank directors to court 


expanding 


REPUBLIC BISCUIT CORP (Rebisco) 
HAS expanded its biscuit-making busi- 
ness to Cagayan de Oro, Rebisco director 
Jacinto Ng Jr said. 

Ng said that aside from biscuits, its 
new plant may produce cakes under 
the Sunerest brand. Suncrest Foods 
Inc., the maker of Suncrest packaged 
cakes, is an affiliate of Rebisco. Its oth- 
er affiliates are Multirich Food Corp. 
(maker of wafers and cream pastes) 
aiid Pinnacle Foods Inc. (producer of 
chips and curls). 

Its products under the Rebisco brand 
indude Rebisco Sandwiches, Hansel, 
Chokies, Bravo, Apple Dapple, King 
Flakes, Big Time Cracker, Astro Bites and 
Super Thins. Its candy line covers 
Bazooka, Judge and Lips. 

Rebisco is expanding its brands with 
its recent acquisition of Storck Prod- 
ucts Inc. Philippines, the manufacturer 
of the “Storck” candy brand under a li- 
cense from August Storck KG of Ger- 
many. 

In 1989, Rebisco forayed into the 
nuts and seeds market through JBC 
Food Corp., manufacturer of the Ding- 
dong, Captain Sid and Dragon Sid 
brands. Elizabeth L. Sanches, 


Collection goals 
Stay, says BIR 


‘THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL REVENUE 
has not reduced йз year-end revenue collec- 
tion targets and is standing solidly behind 
Finance Secretary Margarito Teves’ bid to 
attain the governments fiscal targets. 

This was the assurance given by Rev- 
enue Commissioner Jose Mario Bufiag to 
United States-based investment banks JP 
Morgan and Merrill Lynch amid reports 
that a modification of the country’s in- 
vestment rating may be in the offing. 

Bunag told the investment banks that 
the prospective revenue collection levels 
for the current year “have not been re- 
vised nor are we seeking any reduction”. 
He explained that the reported review of 
collection figures “pertains only to an as- 
sessment as to which agency should car- 
1y the collection burden for certain por- 
tions of the collection target”. 

"But as far as the BIR is concerned, we 
are sticking to the revenue collection lev- 
els that have been previously set for 
2006," he underscored. 

Bunag also assured the investment 
banks that the BIR's collection perfor- 
mance "has registered consistent im- 
provement compared to year-ago levels, 
further boosting the agency's capability to 
reach the prospective collection level". 

He cited the 28.18-percent improve- 
ment in the January to April collection 
performance of BIR regional offices in 
2006 over the same period in 2005. The 
BIR Large Taxpayers Service surpassed 
its 2005 performance with a 15.04 per- 
cent improvement during the first four 
months of the year, 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE GOVERNMENT SERVICE 
Insurance System (GSIS) has 
filed criminal charges against of- 
ficials of Equitable-PCI Bank over 
Roberto Romulo previous elec- 
tion as independent director of 
the bank board. 

The government pension 
fund claimed that there маза ly, 
conflict of interests—to the 
detriment of the bank's minori- 
ty shareholders—when Romu- 
lo was elected to the board. 

GSIS, which has 2 12-per- 
cent stake in EPCIB, said Ro- 
mulo could not be elected as 
independent director given his 
stint in affiliate companies of 
the bank. Romulo served as in- 
dependent director of EPCIB 
from 2002 to 2004. 

Charges were filed against 
Romulo, Antonio Go, Anthony 
Conway, Peter Go Pailan, and 
Nilo Divina. 

The complaint was person- 
ally filed by Garcia before the 
Department of Justice on 
‘Thursday. Preliminary hearing 
of the case has been set on June 
22. 


THE STATE-OWNED PNCC HAS DECID- 
ed that it should just lose some PS billion 
worth of real estate—and much, much 
morel 

Making such a stupendous decision, 
mind you, was the entire board of the 
Philippine National Construction Corp., 
which is only a strategic business in the 
country, since it only owns the country's 
two most important toll ways, namely, 
the North Luzon and the South Luzon ex- 
pressways. 

Malacafiang, by the way, appointed 
the board members. All of them! The 
chair and CEO of PNCC is none other 
than business wonder boy Arthur 
Aguilar. 

According to word going around the 
real estate sector, the PNCC board re- 
cently approved a resolution which, in 
effect, gave away some 20 high-value 
properties. 

They would form part of an "out-of- 
court” settlement in a case involving an 
суйу called Radstock Secures Limit- 
ed. 

Radstock who? Well, not many in 
business actually know who the people 
are behind the company. It seems to have 
materialized all of a sudden just like a 
boil. 

From what 1 gathered, Radstock is а 
corporation registered abroad, most 
probably in the Bahamas or some suspi- 
cious place like it. 

‘And it has been claiming that PNCC 
‘owed it something like P18 billion—fil- 
ing cases over such a fantastic claim all 
the way to the Supreme Court. 

Now, under previotis administrations, 


“As an independent director, 
Mr. Romulo is mandated by 
law to exercise his own inde- 
pendent judgment free from 
the influence of other members 
of the board and other related 
interests," Garcia said. 

Garcia alleged that Romulo's 
stint as director of EPCIB only 
worked in favor of the Go fami- 
the former majority owner 
ofthe bank. 

Whenever the bank board 
would decide on an issue, Gar- 
cia said, Romulo would always 
side with the nominee direc- 
tors of the Go family, especially 
in matters that concerned the 
family’s continued influence 
on the bank. 

The criminal case filed with 
the DOF followed the filing of 
an administrative complaint 
with the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission. 

last week, Romulo's legal 
counsel issued a statement ac- 
cusing the GSIS president of fo- 
rum shopping. 

Апу. Reynaldo Geronimo of 
the Romulo Mabanta law of- 
fices issued the statement upon 
receipt of Garcia's complaint- 


Friday. 


affidavit that he 
SEC. 


had accused. 


partment. 


remedy.” 


has 
bounds of reason. 


PNCC has been 
fighting Radstock 
tooth and nail. 

For PNCC to sur- 
render to Radstock's 
Pis-illion debt 
daim, it would 
mean a complete 
wipe out of PNCC it- 
self. 

But suddenly, the PNCC became 
friendly to Radstock under this cute ad- 
ministration of Gloriaetta. 

As I said, the board already agreed to 
pay off Radstock with those valuable 
properties. 

Not only that, part of the supposed 
“out-of-court” settlement will be about 
P1 billion in cash. 

And there is more. Radstock is going 
to get P1 billion from the share of the 
PNCC in the daily toll collection of the 
North Luzon and South Luzon express- 
ways. 

Bur just how РМСС got to owe Rad- 
stock such an amazing amount, is some- 
thing for the books. 

It seems that, several years ago, the 
mysterious Radstock bought a debt pa- 
per from a Japanese group. 

Word has it that the debt paper was 
actually а $30-million supplier's credit 
given by the Japanese group to the old 
coce 

When CDCP collapsed, the Japanese 
group sold the debt paper at a huge dis- 
count, and the paper apparently fell in 
the hands of the unidentified group be- 
hind Radstock. 

From what 1 gathered, some influen- 


BREAKTIME 


affidavit filed with the DOJ last 


Geronimo pointed out that 
Garcia himself admitted in his 


But the SEC, in a decision 
handed down last May, de- 
Чагей that “no criminal sanc- 
tion should be imposed" on the 
EPCIB officials whom Garcia 


Upon receipt of that deci- 
sion, Garcia allegedly filed his 
complaint with the justice de- 


“This is an unembarrassed 
exhibition of ignorance of the 
law said Geronimo. "Garcia 
should have consulted his legal 
advisers on what his remedies 
were when he lost the case at 
the SEC. Filing the same com- 
plaint before another agency, 
without even the merest edit- 
ing for facts and tenses, is no 


Geronimo pointed out that 
Garcia's relentless campaign 


against Romulo and the others 
already exceeded the 


That’s my boil 


ж. 
Conrado Е. Banal Ш à 


had filed а By Doris C. Dumlao 


similar complaint with the 
AFTER A BRIEF RESPITE LAST 
‘week, the peso yesterday stum- 
bled on a fresh downturn in the 
region, brought on by military 


tension in North Korea. 


Philippine Dealing System. 


other reason.” 


peso's recovery last week. 


tial figures in 
this cute ad- 
ministration 

are — helping 
Radstock. A 
couple оё 
them are well 
known in the 
business sec- 


tor as former public officials. 


Ld 


In the offing is another attempt to im- 
peach Gloriaetta, and one of the charges 
is her involvement in a couple of mega 
deals such as the questionable sale of the 
SSS holdings in Equitable PCI Bank to 
the SM group of mall operator Henry Sy. 

EPCIB first became famous in the "sec- 
ond envelop” issue in the impeachment 
ofthe man named Band ... Wrist Band. 

‘That was before the SM group plan be- 
came public, with Henry Sy's heir appar- 
ent, Tessie Sy, wanting to take over EP- 
CIB for a song, of course with the help of 
two "godfathers" close to Malacafiang. 

For one, why did Malacahang allow 
SSS to sell its holdings in EPCIB to the 
SM group at a giveaway price of P47 per 
share, payable after seven years, with 
even not a single centavo of downpay- 
ment? 

1 mean, just how suspicious was that? 
‘And to the public mind, as we all know, 
suspicion is enough to puta leader down. 
Look what happened to Wrist Band. 
Joelle Marie Pelaez, the former beauty 
pageant contestant, actually borrowed 
PS million from UCPB and never paid a 
centavo of the loan, 


‘THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT'S 
outstanding debt stood at P3.962 
trillion as of end-March, falling 
slightly from the previous month's 
level due to shrinking borrowing 
requirements and the peso's ap- 


Data from the Bureau of the 
"Treasury (BTY) showed that the lat- 
est debt figure was 0.04 percent 
lower than the P3.964 trillion 
recorded in end-February It was al- 
50 equivalent to 71 percent of the 
country’s gross domestic product 
(GDP), slightly beter than the 72 
percent recorded in the previous 


This is in line with the govem- 
ments aim to bring the debt down 
to 56 percent of GDP by 2008, 
when it achieves a balanced budget, 
National Treasurer Omar Cruz said 


Bir figures showed that ofthe to- 
tal debt, foreign obligations ac- 
counted for PL772 trillion while 
domestic liabilities had the bigger 


Foreign borrowings are incurred 
through sovereign bonds flotation 
and official development assistance 
(ODA) borrowings. Domestic debts 


Peso dragged down 
by tension in Korea 


The peso, which has given up 
the gains seen earlier this year, yes- 
terday shed 17.5 centavos to close 
2153.29 from Friday's 53.115 dos- 
ing against the US dollar at the 


The local currency opened at its 
intra-day high of 53.22 and hit an 
intra-day low of 53.38 before re- 
couping some of its losses. Value 
traded at the Philippine Dealing 
System thinned to $377 million 
from $435.5 million on Friday. 
"The peso followed the weak- 
ening of regional currencies,” a 
currency dealer said. "There's no 


Currency traders said the bear- 
ish sentiment in the region—led 
by the weakening Japanese yen 
and Korean won—cut short the 


Drop due to lower borrowing 
needs, stronger peso 


are incurred through the issuance 
of Treasury bills and bonds. 

The decline in the debt figure 
was aided by the strengthening of 
the peso, which averaged at 51.725 
to $1 in February abd at 51.158 to 
$1in March. 

‘The P1.772-tillion foreign debt 
as of March represented a 1.4-per- 
cent drop from the P1.796 trillion 
the previous month. 

However, the P2.19 trilion in do- 
езде obligations marked a 1-per- 
cent rise from the P2.168 trillion in 
February. 

‘The government has set a medi- 
'ur-term target of reducing its debt- 
to-GDP ratio to only 56 percent by 
2008 to help improve the country’s 
credit standing. Currently, the 
Philippines credit ratings are far be- 
low investment grade, which credit- 
rating agencies blame on the coun- 
пуз huge debt level. 

Fiscal authorities said the Philip- 
pines would be able to hit the tar- 
get, given its declining budget 
deficit that allows the government 
to reduce its borrowings. The deficit 
stood at P146.8 billion last year and 
is expected to drop to only P125 bil- 
lion this year. The budget gap is ex- 
pected to go down to P63 billion 
next year and to zero by 2008. 


The regional currency markets 
were spooked by reports that 
North Korea had loaded a long- 
range ballistic missile, upsetting 
Asia's wealthiest nation Japan. 

‘Tokyo warned Pyongyang of a 
harsh response from Japan and 
the United States if the missile 
were to be fired. 

‘Traders also said that the mar- 
ket is bracing for renewed politi- 
cal trouble next week when ef- 
forts to revive the impeachment 
of President Macapagal-Arroyo 
gain ground, 

The one-year moratorium 
against the filing of new impeach- 
ment proceedings will end next 
week. 

Adding to the region's woes was. 
the fact that the Chinese yuan sur- 
prised the market by weakening, 
after its central bank announced an 
increase in the banks reserve re- 
quirement over the weekend. 

Given these regional uncer- 
tainties, dealers said the peso 
would likely hover between 53 
and P53.50 in the near term. 


‘That was the gist of an internal audit 
report made by the bank, after Pelaez 
went to media with claims that her name 
was used by the bank in a "money laun- 
dering” scheme, featuring Wrist Band 
himself. 

‘The bank found out that Pelaez bor- 
rowed P5 million from the bank in Febru- 
ary 2000. The loan became “past due” af- 
ter only six months, or the first amortiza- 
tion period. No payment was ever made 
on the loan, except the interest for the 
first five months. 

Now, Pelaez's mother Blanquita tried 
to cover for the beauty contestant by is- 
suing post dated checks as payment for 
the loan. 

All the checks bounced. And so UCPB 
attached two condo units that were under 
the name of Pelaez’s mother Blanquita. 

Only last year, the court held an auc- 
tion for the condo units, in which UCPB 
naturally won. 

But the bank still could not sell the 
condo units to recover its loan to Pelaez, 
because Blanquita executed a deed, giv- 
ing a LIFETIME usufruct over the units to 
her parents, Ferman Henzon and Paz 
Henzon. 

"Thus UCPB was forced to sell the loan 

of Pelaez to the government unit РОС. 
Actually, itis PDIC that has a claim over 
those units today. 
Whatis this I hear that our favorite insur- 
ance guy just flew out of town, most 
probably on a sojourn in Hong Kong, to- 
gether with a sweet young thing, who 
could be the second or the third mis- 
tress? My, the guy is really living it upi 
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Snapshots of your life 
can save other lives 


By Linda B. Bolido 


HAVE A KODAK MOMENT 
and help save a life. 

Kodak Philippines has partnered 
with East Avenue Medical Center- 
based Philippine Foundation for 
Breast Care, Inc., (PFBCI) in a cam- 
paign to promote awareness of breast 
cancer. 

‘The company has put together the 
Kodak Life Gallery, a collection of 
day-in-the-life portraits of some 
breast-cancer survivors. 

Tralso announced it was placing do- 
nation cans in all 600 Kodak Express 
Stores and other affiliates nationwide. 
Customers who visit these stores to 
have their films processed, photos 
printed or have any other job done can 
drop loose change into the cans. 

Money collected will be used by 
PFBCI to help defray the cost of diag- 
nosis and management of breast can- 
cer among indigent women. 

‘The cans will feature the portraits 
ofthe breast-cancer survivors. 

In promoting greater awareness of 
the deadly disease, Kodak aimed “to 
give women a better picture of life” 
and encourage them to seek expert 
medical attention as early as possible. 

Statistics show а 95-percent sur- 
vival rate if breast cancer is detected 
atits earliest stage. 


World leader 

. . Kodak's special interest їп cancer 
stems from the fact that its healthcare 
and imaging arm has gained the rep- 
utation as the world’s leader in health 


KODAK country manager Raymond Albert makes the first can donation to 
Dr. Christina Santos, president and co-founder of the Philippine Foundation 


for Breast Care Inc. 


imaging. Among others, itis the main 
supplier of films for mammography 
use in hospitals. 

Regular mammography, particu- 
larly after age 30, has been identified 
asa major tool in the campaign to ar- 
rest breast cancer at its earliest stage. 

Kodak also decided to focus on 
breast cancer because some 70 per- 
cent of its customers are women. 
‘Though breast cancer can also afflict 
men, women are the most vulnerable 
to the disease. 

At present, the Philippines reports 
the highest incidence of breast can- 
cer in Asia. Moreover, most cases in 
the Philippines are reportedly al- 
ready in the advanced stages when 
discovered, resulting in a low sur- 
vival rate. 


During the launch of the campaign, 
Dr. Cristina Santos, co-founder and 
president of the non-stock, non-profit 
foundation and co-founder and con- 
sultant-in-charge of East Avenue's 
Breast Care Center, talked about the 
current breast cancer situation in the 
Philippines. 

She briefly outlined factors that in- 
creased the risk of contracting the dis- 
ease, as well as the guidelines for ear- 
ly detection of breast cancer. 

She said women seeking the assis- 
tance of PFBCI would be assessed by 
а social worker to see if they met the 
criteria set by the foundation to quali- 
fy for help as an indigent. 


E-mail the author at lbolidoQin- 
quirercom.ph 


Steps for breast self-examination 
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Laugh, don't cry 


HATS THE DIFFERENCE 
between compromise and com- 
mitment? 


їз much like a ham-and-egg sand- 
wich—the chicken is compromised while the 
pigis committed. 

If that didn’t make you laugh or at least 
bring a smile to your face, then maybe its 
time you lighten up for your health’s sake. 

National Artist Vicente Manansala often 
shared this episode in his Ше as a struggling 
artist in Paris. It is a true story and a charming 
oneat that. 

‘Trying to ease his hunger pangs, he rushed 
toa café nearest his place of residence. 

Unable to speak French, he communicated 
via his sketches. Every day, he would either 
draw a fish or a chicken on a piece of paper. 
"This went on for months until the restaurant 
manager told him one day he no longer had 
to pay for his meals, as they would be on the 
house. When he asked why, he was told his 
drawings fetched a fairly good price in the 
market. 

One wonders why there is a proliferation of 
timeless Erap jokes and other tex messages 
that parody life situations and human rel 
tionships. ls it simply because people just 
‘want to have a good laugh? 


Laughter therapy 

Dr Lee Berk and fellow researcher Dr. 
Stanley Tan of Loma Linda University, Cali 
foris, published studies (Humor and Health 
Journal, September-October 1996) on the ef- 
fects of laughter on the immune system. 
‘Among the benefits of laughter they found 
were: 

ө Eusuess state—a condition where 
mirthful laughter produces healthy or posi- 
tive emotions that influence the immune sys- 
tem, boosting natural killer cells and ncreas- 
ing their number and strength to attack viral 
infected cells and certain types of cancer and 
tumor cells. 

ө Activation of T cells (T lymphocytes). 
Laughter tells che immune system to activate 
the T cells or wake them up. 

ө Strengthening of the fight against upper 
respiratory tract infection through an increase 
in the antibody IgA (immunoglobulin A). An 
antibody fights disease-causing “invaders.” 

Increase in gamma interferon that tells 


INSIDE 
,Our 


Cory Quirino . ^N 
the immune system to turn itself on. 

* Increase in В, another antibody im- 
munoglobulin, as well as an increase in Com- 
plement 3, which assists antibodies in pene- 
trating infected cells. The beneficial effects 
lasted, and levels of antibodies increased, 
right on the day after patients watched a fun- 
ny/humorous video. 


Stress buster 

Studies also registered a general decrease 
in stress hormones. When stress attacks the 
body, blood vessels constrict and immune ac- 
tivity is suppressed. But when people are ex- 
posed to laughter these conditions ease. 

To illustrate: levels of epinephrine, the hor- 
mone that prepares the body for "fright, flight 
or fight” responses were low even with just 
the anticipation of humor. 


Good workout 

Laughter exercises the diaphragm and im- 
proves the body's ability to use oxygen. Belly 
laughter, that hearty loud expression of hu- 
moris considered one of the best workouts. 

Considered much like a pain killer laugh- 
ter can reduce pain and help speed up heal- 
ing. Humor therapy is fast becoming an ad- 
junct to conventional health care and is being 
looked at closely in pain management. 

Paul McGhee, in Humor and Health maga- 
zine, said about laughter: 

Muscle reluctant, stress reducer, immune 
system enhancer, pain reducer, cardiac exer- 
diser, blood-pressure regulator, lung cleaner 

Now that you know the benefits of laugh- 
ter, why would you want to cry? 


Beauty regimen 

Face yourself їп the mirror. Think of the 
funniest incident in your life. Follow the 
memory flow with the feeling. 


Affirmation 
“Today, Iwill laugh!” 
Love and light! 


FOR THIS CHILD, THE 
SCARS WOULD MEAN A 
LOT. AS HE GROWS 
OLDER, IT WOULD MEAN 

HIS WORLD. 


ANOTICEABLE SCAR ON THE FACE CAN OFTEN 
LEAD TO PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS. Scarred 
people find it hard to accept the fact that they 
suddenly look different. Their self-confidence is 
affected. They hide the scar as best as they can. It is 
even possible for scarred people to become with- 
drawn and to deliberately avoid contact with others. 


EASE THE EFFECTS OF SCARS WITH 
CONTRACTUBEX*. 
The clinical efficacy of Contractubex® in treating fresh 
and longer-standing scars and keloids hes been 
documented in numerous studies. In the course of 
Contractubex® therapy, scar size, color and hardness 
are reduced and symptoms associated with scars 
such as itching, feelings of tension and pain, are 
improved. беп ube» 
т m 
а! the gel, 


ILLUSTRATION STEPH BRAVO 


4. In tront of the mir- 
Tor. Face the mirror 
with your arms at your 
sides and look at your. 
breasts for lumps, 
dimples or other 
changes in appear- 
ance. Repeat the pro- 
cedure twice: fist, with 
your arms raised over 
your head, then with 
your hands on your 
hips and your chest. 
muscles tensed. Final- 
ly. gently squeeze each 
nipple and check for 
discharge. 


What is prostate cancer? 
Proto of a chid aher a che 


Prostate cancor is the fourth common cancer in men 
worldwide and commonly aflicting the elderty. It usually 
develops as а small nodule on the surface of the prostate, ап 
organ of the male reproductive tract whose function is to 
relense Muid during ejaculation. Thess nodules can be 
detected on digital rectal exam (DRE). a process where the 
doctor feels the prostrate by inserting a finger imo the 
р. An ek antigen (PSA) 
оп Ыоой exam may suggests prostate cancer. But a definite 


2. While showering. 
Put one hand behind 
your head. Soap your 
other hand, press it 
firmly against your 
breast with your fin- 
gers held flat, and. 
‘make small circle from 
your nipple outward. In. 
this manner, feel your 
entire breast and un- 
derarm area for lumps. 
Then raise your other. 
arm and examine your 
other breast. 


patients ге ated prostate speci! 
diagnosis s made only afler biopsy. These tests are important 
because early prostate cancer rarely causes any sypmioms. 
Symptoms brought about by the cancer suggests а more 
advanced stage. Treatment includes any or a combination of 
surgical, hormonal or radiotherapy. Current screening 
recommendation is for men ages 40 and above to have a 


To know more about scars and Contractubex®, please 
send us an email at contractubex@organon.ph You 
may also text us at 09178523350 or сай (632) 8177638. 
Contractubex® Is available in leading drugstores 


Photo alter Contractubex treatment 
yearly prostate check-up which includes а digital rectal exam 


‘and un optional PSA. 


This work's answer о cur feature question was 
provided by от thre 
provider from Mero Mala, Dr. Danald Jude Uy 
Мерна. De Meguizo pectlizes т Urology. He 
eradeated from UP College of Мейете in 

1990. He later tak Ms restdeney обо for Urologie Surgery ot 

UP-PGII in 2002 Не a member of the Philippine Urological £ 

sociation and Philippine Medical Assocation, Me i married vi 

Dra Debbie Gyam Dy Марию and blessed with 3 children. 

MEDICard members may vt bm Jor consultation series ar The 

Мейса! Сик. Uni 1509 Мейса Ал» Tower. Mondays, eluesdayr 

16 Fridays from Han 1o Spee ond at M-Tech Medical [ospita 

Tresdays 4 Thursdays from 10 am to 12noon 


— 
3. While lying down. 
Lie on your back ina 
‘comfortable position. 
Place а pillow under 
your left shoulder. Ex- 
amine your left breast 
with your right hand 
using the same proce- 
dure you used in the 
shower. Move the pil- 
low under your right 
shoulder and examine 
your right breast. 


Extract сорае 108 
Hoparin sodium 5,0001 
3} In other cases, 


use Contracrubex, 


Ailantoin 1 


7: Contractubex Gel 


Specific treatment for scars. 


Remember, your 
breast self-examina- 
Чоп Is not complete 
until you have done all 
three parts of the exam. 


Share your own CONTRACTUBEX EXPERIENCE and rocolvo a gift from us if your story Is 
‘chosen. Email your story at contractubax@organon.ph_or mail at Organon Phils. Ino. 
{Contractubex Exporionco) th fir, Feliza Bidg., VA Rufino St., Makati City 
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PAL Mabuhay Miles rah-rah team: Kit Javier, Ria Domingo, Barbara Aragon, Peggy Calawod, 


Krissy Enriquez and Nina Tehoi 


PAL'S Tina de Vera, Debbie Cuyegkeng 
and Eileen Galindez 


б D 

Ls. AN Маал, 

PAUL'S Karina de Leon, Mary Ann Timbol and 
Mike | 


 ADREFLEX president and CEO AJ Pangilinan 
and Felix Cruz 


а. 
АОВЕРЦЕХ $ Clang EVENT host 
Garcia Anthony Suntay 


E PALS Pascual affare [| 
Е delos Santosand "^ 
Blanca Abellar 


DUNLOP Slazenger's licensing director for 
the Far East, Stanley The, presentsa limited- 
edition golf bag to PAL president Jaime 
Bautista. 


PHILIPPINE 


LIFE: 


PHILIPPINE Airlines hotshots and champs: PAL AVP for products Barbara Aragon, PAL president and COO Jaime 
Bautista, badminton pro Kennie Asuncion, golfer CJ Suarez and PAL EVP for commercial group Henry So Uy 


New miles program bring: 


HE UNVEILING OF THE FASCINAT- 
ing new world of Mabuhay Miles" 
SportsPlus program was witnessed 

by a roomful of top national athletes at the 

National Sports Grill in Makati. 

Philippine Airlines top executives head- 
ed by brilliant president and COO Jaime 
Bautista, no less, got a first glimpse of the 
sporty, new SportsPlus look, palanggas 
The eye-catching new card has a dynamic 
letter design, symbolic of an active and ad- 
venturous lifestyle. 

Philippine Airlines spitfire AVPProducts 
Ma. Barbara Aragon also announced, “We 
now have 50-plus more reasons to rave about 
the exclusive Mabuhay Miles program. 
SportsPlus has augmented its catalogue, in- 
cluding over 50 partner establishments from 
specialty sport stores, bowling lanes, dive 
sites and golf courses. Members can now en- 
joy amazing discounts and privileges from 
any of the participating program partners.” 

The announcement was greeted with 
loud applause by the approving invitees, 
dahlings. 

The highlight of this fun launch was a trib- 
ute to selected national sports heroes. Hon- 
ored were AMF Bowling World Cup Champi- 
on and Athlete of the Year CJ Suarez; 2005 
SEA Games gold medalist in golf Juvic Pa- 
gunsan; Australian Intemational Champi- 

ips gold medalist in badminton Kennie 

Asuncion; and Kennevic Asuncion, mem- 

ber of the Philippine Badminton Team that 

participated in the 13th World champi- 


WITHOUT 
BATTING 
AN EYELASH 


Maurice 
Arcache 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 


using Kodak EasyShare 


onships in Birmingham, England. 

Each athlete was inducted into Sports- 
Plus’ elite circle of members. 

So check this out, guys and gals. Sports- 
Plus is a Mabuhay Miles program “that al- 
lows its members to carry an additional 20 
kilos of equipment on a Philippine Airlines 
and Air Philippines flight for the following 
sports: cycling, bowling, golf, scuba diving, 
sportfishing, tennis and badminton,” it was 
explained to moi by Mabuhay Miles’ cyber 
smart, eyecatching Ria Domingo, palanggas. 

For more info on SportsPlus, check out 
www.mabuhaymiles.com. 


Breathless 

The main man himself, Bobong Velez, 
was left practically breathless aprés blow- 
ing the candles successively on six birthday 
cakes presented to him by pals closest to his 
heart. Each cake represented a decade in 
his 60 years as an exemplary gentleman, 


outstanding sport visionary and 
ty man, palanggas. 

Held at his trendy Mezze Res 
Bar in Greenbelt 2, Bobong's 6i 
bash was a runaway success att 
awesome nearly a thousand inv 

Ricardo Ysmael presented a 
half of Bobong’s grade schor 
school classmates at La Sall. 
came Rico Agcaoili, who did 
for Bobong's college pals. at 
Lito Anzures presented the th 
the Vintage-PBA years, while Ч 
tress Carmi Martin -and 
‘Tweetie de Leon shared hono 
the legendary disco that Bobon 

Honeyboy and Dang Рај 
banker Babes Ѕітрао 
Bobong's Bible study group: 
cardiologist Ernie Santos and ! 
per special southern Беашу-М: 
wrapped it all up by bringing 
cake, representing Mezze, nati 

Philippine Tatler publisher. h 
Francisco led the birthday tonl 
by a touching speech that ра! 
Bobong's good heart and gener 

The excellent AVP (audio-vi 
tation), directed and contep| 
Flor Mayo, drew tons of laug| 
invitees. It featured his pals an 
revealing little-known facts 
birthday boy, dahlings. 

Mezze's publicist Donnie R| 
Quinito Henson conducted the 


Age í is the Discovery Stage. Your child starts to walk and explore the world around him. 
Не needs protection mow, more than ever, for him to discover the world and go further. 
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE 


M'S royals, Hans and Olive Sy; celebrator Bobong Velez, Ricky and Beng Dee 


smiles to sportsmen 


| savvy par- gorgeous Breitling Aerospace watch donated 
by Ivan Yao, no less, of Lucere. With a mar- 
ket value of more than P125,000, the watch 
went to gorgeous Che Singson, who had the 
winning bid of P113,000. 

Proceeds of the auction went to the Lead 
Institute of Sports, а pet advocacy of 
Bobong, to which the other guests also do- 
nated, “in lieu of gifts." 

Hey it was a grand birthday celebration, a 
fun-fabulous shebang worthy of an extraor- 
inary and quintessential cool party guy. 

Cheers, palangga! 


Malang celebrates 
Those fashionable, civic-minded and 


aurant and 


= 


about our 


mirez and 


mnnera Тита, Thelma Gana and Tony Bonoan 


charity-oriented Santos  sisters—Nene 
Santos Leonor, Fe Rodriguez and Letty 
Bonoan— invited their close pals on behalf 
of their beloved uncle, the renowned artist 
Mauro Malang Santos, no less, palanggas, 
at the stable of the horsy set, the posh 
Manila” Polo Club. The occasion was 
Malang's 78th birthday. 

During lunch, the chitchat was paint- 
ings, natch! The bunch dug into the superb 
Italian food excellently prepared by Lyn 
Sunico's Makati Skyline. 

Après the calorific desserts, it was time to 


DIGNA Arce and Timmy 
Nepomuceno 
Marco Nieto 


BROTHER-AND-SISTER 
act: Cris Lopez Nieto and 
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DOMINI Primero and Joanne 


Quintas-Primero Periquet 


FR. JOEY Tuazon, Mike Toledo, Quinito Henson, Fr. £u 


‘Armand Tangi, Jun Bernardino and Donnie Ramirez 


(seated) 


blow out the candle on the cake marking ~ 


another chapter in the honoree’s 78 blessed 
years, palanggas. 


ge 


(seated) LETTY Bonoan, celebrator Mauro Malang Santos, Nene Leonor and Fe. 
Rodriguez; Bong Santos, Ces Rodriguez, Tina Bonoan, Olga Santos, Chit Salud, Ethel 


| Neste 
Introducing new NID 


SOUTHERN pals Bibing Villanueva, Girl Villareal and 
Maricor Nieto 


CHIQUI Roa-Puno, Leo Valdez, PBA commissioner 


Noli Eala, Irene Eala and Chot Reyes 


BANJO Velasco and 


Shopwise's Donnie Tantoco 


< 


BAMBINA de Ocampo, Lorraine Schuck, Ramon Monzon ВЕР. Charlie Cojuangco 


and Peachy Veneracion 


1 
2 


and Denise Lacson 


TOP achiever Anna 


with Lactobacillus PROTEC 


the latest innovation in milk nutrition 


1 The Only Milk With Live 
Lactobacillus PROTECTUS™ 


NIDO 1+ is the first to introduce Lactobacillus 
PROTECTUS" in a milk powder. It is a live 
microorganism that helps build your child's 
body defenses. 


The 3-Point Revolution 


2 How it Works 


Once NIDO 1+ is mixed with water, the 
Lactobacillus PROTECTUS™ multiplies by 
the millions and when consumed start to 
boost your child’s immune system. 


З Active Protection And Моге! 


NIDO 1+ also has Prebio' — a unique blend of 
natural fiber — and essential vitamins апа: 
minerals that further strengtheri his immune 
system. Plus DHA for visual and mental 
development. =: 


‘Continuous Drinking = Continuous Protection. 


The Nestlé Research Center 
This milk innovation was scientifically developed by the Nestlé Research Center 


in Switzerland, a pioneer 
scientists, doctors and nutri 
the world over. 


nutrition research. The Nestlé Research Center's 
ists work constantly to improve nutritional standards 


Protecting - 


theworld’s s 
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By Anne A. Jambora 
ID YOU KNOW THAT SOME 
Filipino families share tooth- 
brushes? That some school-aged 
children have no clue what dentists do? 
And that some middle-aged adults have 
never been to a dentist? 

Dr. Angelita B. Galban, chair of the 
Department of Community Dentistry at 
‘the University of the Philippines Manila 
College of Dentistry, compiled these 
‘alarming facts on the Filipinos’ under- 
‘standing of dental hygiene and their oral 
"care practices in d-study that was pre- 
sented by leading toothbrush brand 
Oral-B at the recent Philippine Dental 
Association's convention. 

Dr. Salinda Marcel, dentist and pro- 
fessor at UR said oral hygiene was one of 
the most commonly neglected health 
concerns among Filipino families. 

These findings are based on commu- 
nity studies on situational analysis of 
adopted barangays and urban localities, 
which have been conducted by UP Mani- 
la since 2000. There are about 50-60 re- 
spondents per barangay. 

Included among the mistaken oral 
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Staggered 
reacbing 
squat 


$ 


ы» 


STRENGTHENS the legs, but- 
tocks and core muscles 

Equipment: 

None 

Exercise technique: 

1. Stand in a staggered stance with one 
leg in front of the other. 

2. Squat by taking your buttocks back- 
ward and arms forward as if reaching into 
a low shelf. 

3. Straighten up to starting position. 

Performance tips: 

1. Keep spine neutral—neither arching 
nor rounding. 

2. Avoid bringing knees past your toes. 

Repetitions: 

Ten to 15 repetitions. 


J 


EXERCISEOF — 


health beliefs of Filipinos are: tooth- 
brushes do not need to be replaced; milk 
teeth need no brushing since these will 
be replaced by permanent teeth; perma- 
nent teeth need no extra care since den- 
tures will replace them anyway; it's nor- 
mal to wear dentures in old age; den- 
tures do not require any cleaning at all; 
and teeth brushing cannot be done with- 
out toothpaste. 

Also cited at the conference was a 
2002 survey which revealed that the av- 
erage patient at the UP Manila College 
of Dentistry alone had at least 15 de- 
cayed, filled or missing teeth by adult- 
hood, falling way below the World 
Health Organization standard of just 
two for acceptable oral health hygiene. 
‘An even more distressing figure is that 
54 percent just leave their teeth to de- 
cay, 

‘These findings hardly merit smiles, of 
course. Fortunately, Galban also said 
various dental health programs and oral 
care awareness projects have since been 
launched by UP Manila. 

To help promote the importance of 
good oral hygiene for overall health, 
Oral-B Phils. launched last year its 


GOLFERS SPEND A LOT OF 
money on equipment and pri- 
vate lessons just to improve 
their score. However, accord- 
ing to Gregory Florez of First 
Fitness, golfers tend to neglect 
their most important asset— 
their bodies. Golf fitness expert 
Neil Chasan says a golfer 
should regard his body as the 
15th club in the golf bag. 

While golf is not a physically de- 
manding sport like soccer or basketball, 
it stil places tremendous strain on the. 
elbows, shoulders, spine and knees. 

Being fit will not guarantee a 100- 
percent improvement in your handicap 
‘or completely protect you from injuries, 
but ig will help you play better golf and 
reduce your risk of injury. 


Endurance 

According to Wayne Wescott, re- 
search fitness director of the YMCA, 
“Golf is far from a huffing and puffing 
activity so cardiovascular conditioning 
has little practical application for im- 
proving golf performance.” 

However, he points out that aerobic 
exercise can be “beneficial with respect 
to heart health and may help reduce fa- 
tigue during the last hour of play” 
‘Stamina during the last couple of holes 
of the last day of an important tourna- 
ment may make all the difference be- 
tween winning and losing. 


Flexible strength 
Westcott says that in 1995, only two 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRE! 


LIFESTYLE 


“Aahmbush!” program and toured it 
across the country, complere with free 
dental checkups by partner dental ex- 
perts, and free toothbrushes to promote 
brushing. 

Marcel pointed out tribes that used 
twigs to clean their teeth, and how their 
set of pearly whites remained healthy 
despite relying solely on this practice. 
While not exactly dismissing the role of 
toothpastes, as they do contain chemi- 
cals that aid in oral health care, she said 
it was ultimately the toothbrush that 
cleaned the teeth. 

“The toothbrush is the mechanical 
tool we use to clean our teeth. It is im- 
portant to choose it wisely. A primary 
consideration should be the bristles,” 
Marcel said. Bristles must be soft so as 
not to damage the gums, yet scientifical- 
ly designed to effectively scrub-clean the 
teeth, she added. 

A 2006 Dentists Equity Study by AC 
Nielsen shows that 89 percent of the 
dentists use and recommend Oral-B 
toothbrush, That is up from the 2003 
usage rate at 81 percent. Bristles are 
the primary consideration for the 
choice next to cleaning efficiency, 


professional players were lifting 
weights. By 2000, almost every pro 
player was pumping iron. The inspira- 
tion for this change in attitude was 
Tiger Woods who, according to 
StrengthFit.com, put on 20 pounds of 
muscle in one year of weight lifting and 
used those added pounds to make par- 
Ss obsolete 

Credit for the attitude shift toward 
strength-training should also go to 
Westcott’s landmark study conducted 
with amateur and professional golfers. 
The eight-week study used two proto- 
cols: strength-training alone (STA) and 
strength-training plus flexibility (STF). 

His research team discovered that 
the STA group improved clubhead 
speed by three miles per hour without 
adversely affecting flexibility. It also 
produced a six percent improvement in 
resting blood pressure. 

The STF group achieved an increase 
in clubhead speed of five miles per 
hour They also increased hip and 
shoulder flexibility by 24 percent. 

The golfers involved reported 
“longer drives, lower scores, less fa- 
tigue and no injuries during the follow- 
ing golf season." 


Golf research 
The Centinela Hospital biomechan- 


What is seen may not be reality 


THERE ARE TWO WAYS OF 
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DR. SALINDA Marcel: "Brush your teeth for at least two minutes. This gives enough 
time for the fluoride to diffuse and work its way into your teeth the way it should." 


comfort and safety. 

"We take great pride in introducing 
linically superior oral care products 
that improve the oral health of Fil- 
ipinos," said Ming Arroyo, senior prod- 
uct manager of Oral-B. 

Oral-B Stages, for instance, is specifi- 
cally tailored to the different stages of a 
child's development, from a month old 


‘A golfer should 
regard his body 
as the 15th club 
in his golf bag’ 


ies laboratory started to research the 
golf swing in 1983 after noticing that 
they were treating a large number of 
golf-related injuries. The lab has since 
published many papers on the subject. 
Here is what their research has found: 

Contrary to the popular opinion 
that itis the left side of the body that is 
mainly responsible for the power in 
the golf swing, the muscular output of 
the left and right side of the body is 
equal. Therefore, training exercises of 
any kind (strength, flexibility or golf 
drills) should be balanced. 

The move toward the ball occurs 
first at the hips and is followed by the 
arms. Power is generated in the legs as 
they push into the ground and the en- 
ergy created travels up the body. The 
trunk and arms are not responsible for 
power in the swing. Instead, they are 
used to transfer the power from the 
legs, buttocks and hips out to the 
club. 

The largest physical difference be- 
tween highly skilled players and less- 
skilled players is the amount of trunk 
rotation. Poor trunk rotation and flex- 
ibility produces a shorter arc within 
which the club can gather speed. 


мох PUNZALAN 


all the way to 8 years old and above. 
Adults have a wide range of choices as 
well, from bristles that massage the 
gums to those that lift and sweep away 
plaques. 

“Don't forget to floss,” Marcel added 


E-mail the author at ajamboraQin- 
quirercom.ph 


Are you fit enough to tee off? 


In order to get the clubhead to high 
speed within a shorter are, the less 
flexible player has to "muscle" the 
club or use more of his arm muscles to 
get the ball to fly a longer distance. 
This leads to early fatigue, poor golf 
skills and increased chance of injury. 

The scapular (muscles that attach 
to the shoulder blades) and rotator 
cuff (four small muscles that surround. 
the shoulder joint like a cuff) are cru- 
cial in the swing but they are weak їп 
most people. They are among the 
most easily injured muscles in golfers. 

‘The muscular patterns used by men 
and women are the same. There is no 
need for different exercise programs 
for male and female golfers. 


Ideal golf fitness program 

The ideal program would include 
aerobic exercise, strength trainin 
flexibility exercises, and core exerci 
es that improve rotation, balance and 
coordination. 

‘Twenty minutes of aerobic exercise 
is enough to improve stamina and 
heart health unless weight loss is also 
desired (40-60 minutes would be 
more appropriate). 

The focus of the strength training 
exercises is to get stronger muscles 
without making them significantly 
bigger. Flexibility training should in- 
clude "dynamic" flexibility exercises 
that are done while moving. 

Yoga, Pilates and stability ball 
training are excellent core condition- 
ing programs to achieve flexible 
strength and rotation. 


Visit www.tinajuanfitness.info 


Tips on eye care 


looking at things. 

One way is to look at things pure- 
ly from our external senses, Le. 
What we can see, hear, smell, touch 
and taste. This is the way of western 
orthodox physical sciences. 

Another way is to see things from 
our mind’s eye, or from our inner 
sight or from a soul level. This is the 
way of the mystic, the psychic and 
the clairvoyant. 

Reality therefore can be looked at 
from an “ordinary” standpoint and 
from a “clairvoyant” standpoint, 
terms used by neuroscientist Dr. 
Lawrence Le Shan in his books, "A 
Separate Reality” and the “The 
Medium, The Mystic and the Physi- 
cist.” 

Looking at things from a purely 
sensory and external point of view 
has worked well for humankind. 
The scientific method has given us 
much progress and a certain degree 
of control over nature. Yet there's 
the nagging question that there are 
more to things than what we can see 
with out limited five senses. 

Entering the world of clairvoyant 
reality is like Alice entering Won- 
derland. Everything is not what it 
seems to be. And who is to tell what 
iscorrectand what is not? 


Only in part 

Unfortunately, we cannot really 
be certain of things, can we? We al- 
ways see things only in part and 
rarely wholly, And to make final 
judgment or conclusion based on in- 
adequate perception is bound to 
lead to error. 

‘This realization or line of think- 
ing reminds me of two quotations. 
One is from philosopher, Soren 
Kierkegaard, who said, “There are 
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two ways to be fooled. One is to be- 
lieve what is not so, and the other is 
to refuse to believe what is so.” 

‘The second quotation comes from 
the Chinese Taoist philosopher 
Chuang Tse or Chuangchu. He said, 
“One night I dreamt I was a butter- 
fly, As a butterfly I was happy flying 
from flower to flower. 1 was sure I 
was a butterfly. But when I woke up, 
I realized that I was not a butterfly 
but Chuang Tse, the philosopher, 
dreaming he was a butterfly. But 
wait, I began to think, ‘What if I 
were really a butterfly dreaming 
that am Chuang Tse?” 

‘What is reality? Is there such a 
thing as objective reality? Buddhists 
say there's no such thing, that every- 
thing is really maya or illusion. 

‘We can never really know the true 
nature of reality. The German 
philosopher Immanuel Kant said the 
same thing. "We can only know 
what is in our mind, the phenome- 
па, but never what is outside of it, 
the noumena." 

And Plato, much earlier in the his- 
tory of philosophy, said something 
similar. "We can never have perfect 
knowledge of things outside our 
minds. We can only have imperfect 
pictures of them." Objective reality 
is unknowable, according to him. 
What we see are only shadows of re- 
ality, not reality itself. 

And so forth and so on, ad nause- 
am. 


1 have no intention of adding to 
the debate. There can never be any 
end to it. The only thing I want to 
point out is there is another way of 
looking at things around us that will 
add greater meaning to our lives. 

For example, understanding the 
hidden laws of nature enables us to 
see why things happen the way they 
do. Knowing about the akashic 
record makes us realize that every- 
thing we experience gets recorded 
in time and space and can eventual- 
ly be accessed by someone with 
clairvoyant vision. 

Perhaps this is what Christ meant 
when he said "what is hidden will be. 
revealed." There are no secrets in the 
universe, To one with clairvoyant vi- 
sion, everything is crystal clear, even 
our thoughts and deepest secrets. 

It is gratifying to note that тоге 
and more scientists are beginning to 
appreciate the hidden dimensions 
or levels in physical reality and the 
role that consciousness plays in our 
perception of that reality. 

Quantum physicists, for example, 
have discovered that our thoughts 
really affect matter. This becomes 
very clear and demonstrable on the 
quantum level, that is on the sub- 
atomic levels of matter. 

At that level, the classical laws of 
Newtonian physics no longer apply. 
What apply are the laws of con- 
sciousness or human thoughts. The 
Buddhists are right when they tell 
us this world is largely our own 
mental creation. What is out there is 
maya or illusion. 


Note: I will be in Cagayan de Oro 
City July 22-23 to conduct my two- 
day seminar on Inner Mind Develop- 
ment. Call 0917-7120253. 


for contact lens wearers 


THAT PAINFUL, BLURRY 
feeling when you wear 
your contact lenses may 
be caused by more than 
just dryness of the eyes. It 
could be a nasty fungal 
infection called Fusarium 
keratitis. 

Fusarium is а fungus that 
thrives in tropical climates, while 
keratitis means inflammation of 
the cornea (that's the transparent 
layer covering your eyeball). 
Symptoms of Fusarium keratitis in- 
clude redness, pain, tearing, in- 
creased light sensitivity blurry vi- 
sion, discharge and swelling. Left 
untreated, Fusarium keratitis can 
lead to permanent scarring and 
blindness, so go to your doctor im- 
mediately when you experience any 
of these symptoms. 

Dr. David Hansen, Director of Profes: 
sional Services for Advanced Medical Op- 
tics, Inc., manufacturer of ophtalmic surgi- 
cal and eye-care products, gives the follow- 
ing tips to protect your eyes from infection: 

p Wash hands with lanolin-free soap 
and water, and dry (lint-free method) be- 
fore handling lenses, 

‘© Wear and replace lenses according to 
the schedule prescribed by the eye care 
practitioner. 

‘Follow the specific lens cleaning and 
storage guidelines from the eye care practi- 
tioner and the solution manufacturer. 

* Keep the contact lens case clean and 
replace every 1-3 months. 

© Remove the lenses and consult your 


COMPLETE 
Multi-purpose 
Solution 


eye care practitioner immediately if you ex- 
perience symptoms such as redness, pain, 
tearing, increased light sensitivity, blurry 
vision, discharge or swelling. 

The correct choice of lens care solution i$ 
also crucial for optimal eye health and a safe, 
comfortable contact lens wearing experi- 
ence, 

For nearly 15 years, AMO has been pro- 
viding contact lens users worldwide with 
Coniplete Multi-purpose Solutions, trusted 
for daily lens cleaning and disinfection. Ex 
clusively distributed by New Trends Inter- 
national, Complete is available at leading 
opthalmic shops nationwide. 


